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Foreword

November 2011

The mission of the Federal Law Enforcement Training
Center (FLETC) is to serve as the feder
and provider of world -class law enforcement training. As a
division of the Office of Mission Integration, the Legal Division
(LGD) is committed to delivering the highest quality legal
training to both basic and advanced law enforcement
personnel. In fulfilling this mandate, LGD instructors provide
training on all areas of criminal law and procedure, including
Constitutional law, authority and jurisdiction, search and
seizure, use of force, self -incrimination, courtroom evidence,
court testimony, electronic law and evidence, criminal statutes,
and civil liability. W hile a large part of the LGD training mission
focuses on newly hired law enforcement officers, the LGD also
provides training for advanced law enforcement officers and
attorneys in the Continuing Legal Education Training Program
(CLETP) and the Police Lega | Advisor Training Program (PLATP).
The LGD also provides legal training for law enforcement
instructors in the FLETC Instructor Legal Training Program
(FILTP).

In this spirit, we offer our Handbook . This edition
includes materials for basic training, adv anced training, and for
field use. The Legal Division Reference Book is a companion to
the Handbook . The Additional Resources section in it contains
numerous pieces of legal information helpful in your day -to-day
activities as a law enforcement officer . It is our hope in the LGD
that the Handbook can serve law enforcement students and law
enforcement officers alike.

While this text provides an exceptional review of
important legal concepts, you should not limit yourself to this
publication.  An additio nal resource for federal, state and local
law enforcement officers and agents is the LGD website:

www.fletc.gov/leqgal



http://www.fletc.gov/legal

Located there are a number of resources including
articles, podcasts, links, federal circuit court and Supreme
Court case digests, and The Federal Law Enforcement
Informer. The Informer is published monthly and
includes articles and federal circuit court and Supreme Court
case summaries of import to law enforcement.

| would like to extend a sp  ecial thank you to the following

individuals who contr ibuted their time and expertise by
reviewing the chapters of this Handbook in an effort to make
them as user -friendly as possible: Mark J. Baskfield, Ric ardo
Carrasquillo, Retired Special Agent William Embick, Retired
Special Agent Preston Farley, Program Specialist Steve
Hemenway, Chad Hersey, Instructor Jason Lynema, Sergeant
Tod Ritacco, Captain Noreen Schirmer, Instructor Tim Sperry,
Special Agent Lee Stovall, Instructor Ken Tassie, Katherine
Thomas SVC, and Darlene Langum Wilder , Division Chief, TIM
Student Services .

Along with the entire staff at the FLETC Legal Division, |
wish you success in your efforts. We hope to continue to provide
excellent legal training programs, tools, and resources
throu ghout your law enforcement career.

Poppi Ritacco
Editor
poppi.ritacco@dhs.gov
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Introduction

This c ourse examines the sources and scope of the
authority and jurisdiction of federal land management law
enforcement agencies . It includes federal regulations and
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administrative inspection authority and will address both
territorial and subject matter juri sdiction. The course also
examines jurisdictional issues related to selected offenses that
involve federal land management agencies

Il. Sources of Authority and Jurisdiction

The basic source of all federal law is the United States
Constitution. While the Fourth Amendment and many other
constitutional provisions affect law enforcement, there are also
some less w ell known provisions that impact the jurisdiction of
federal agencies. The Tenth Amendment reserves the power not
expressly given to the federal government in the Constitution to
the States or to the people. In section 8 of Article | , exclusive
federal j urisdiction is established over forts and many other
federal facilities. Section 3 of Article IV gives Congress the
power to make rules and regulations regarding the territory and
other property belonging to the United States.

The primary source of author ity and jurisdiction for
federal land management agencies is federal statutes. The
easiest method to find federal statutes is using the U.S. Code
citation to the statute. For example, section 3 of Title 16 of the
U.S. Code is writtenas 16 U.S.C.83. The U.S. Code is officially
published every six years. In more formal writing, the year of
the last official publication of the Code is included in
parentheses: 16 U.S.C. 8§ 3 (2006). If a law passed by
Congress changes many individual statutory prov isions, the
easiest way to find the full text of the law is the Public Law
version. For example, the USA PATRIOT Act amended many
federal statutes. It would be a significant task to find each one
individually. P.L. 107 -56 contains the full text of the US A
PATRIOT Act.

Some federal statutes provide authority for specific
federal agencies to adopt regulations to implement their
statutory authority. This is called oenabling | egi sl at

because it enables and authorizes the agency to adopt
regulations for those areas specified in the statute. Without
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such enabling legislation, the agency would not have authority

to adopt re gulations. Some of these regulations define crimes
and establish punishments for violations of the regulation.
These violations are enforced as misdemeanors in U.S. courts if

the enabling legislation provides such authority.

During the process of adopti ng regulations, proposed
regulations and the final regulation are published in the Federal
Register.

Regulations that are adopted under the authority of the
appropriate enabling legislation are published annually in the
Code of Federal Regulations (C.F.R.). Citation to the C.F.R. is
similar to the U.S. Code. For example, a regulation governing
hitchhiking on any National Park Service property is found at
36 C.F.R. 8 4.31. In formal writing, the year of the most recent
version is included in parentheses: 36 C.F.R. §4.31 (2011).

Occasionally, other sources of authority, such as treaties,
may apply, particularly in relation t o Indian lands and
jurisdiction over coastal waters.

II. Types of Jurisdiction

There are two types of jurisdiction that govern the
authority of law enforcement agencies: Territorial and subject
matter juris diction.  Territorial jurisdiction relates to law
enforcement authority based upon the geographic location of
the offense. Subject matter jurisdiction relates to the specific
offenses over which the particular law enforcement agency has
authority. Some ag encies have general subject matter
jurisdiction over all federal criminal offenses, while others have
limited subject matter jurisdiction over certain offenses only.

V. Territorial Jurisdiction

The concept of territorial jurisdiction has three
components in federal law. The first type of territorial
jurisdiction relates to what authority the federal government
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has over the particular location involved. The second type

relates to crimes that must occur within the special maritime

and territorial jurisdiction (SMTJ) of the United States.  The

third type of territorial jurisdiction relates to geogr aphic

Il i mitations placed upon an agencyo0s | aw
legislation or agency regulations.

A. Jurisdiction Over a Particular Geographic Area

There are three general meth ods through which the
federal government may acquire jurisdiction over a physical
area. One method is for the state to grant land within the
jurisdiction of the state to the federal government. Whether the
state reserves any jurisdiction also within that land is
determined by the grant from the state. A second method is for
the federal government to assume exclusive jurisdiction over
land purchased by the federal government with the consent of
the state legislature.  Since 1940, neither exclusive no r
concurrent jurisdiction is automatic; the federal government
has to expressly accept exclusive or concurrent jurisdiction.
Exclusive and concurrent jurisdiction are discussed in the
following sections. The third method is for the federal
government to s imply buy or condemn land in a state for a
federal purpose without any involvement of the state.

Along with other considerations, the method and terms of
the acquisition of the property determine the type of federal
jurisdiction that applies to that parti cular parcel of land. The
three types of federal jurisdiction are exclusive, concurrent, and
proprietary.

1. Exclusive Jurisdiction

In areas of exclusive jurisdiction, only the federal
government has law enforcement authorit y. This occurs when
the federal government has received, through one of the
methods outlined above, all of the authority of the state on a
certain tract of | and contained within
exclusive jurisdiction , no reservations have been made to the

4
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state, except that state and local officers have the authority to
serve criminal and civil process, such as arrest warrants,
resulting from activities that occurred outside the area of
exclusive jurisdiction.

2. Concurrent Jurisdiction

Concurrent jurisdiction exists when both the state and
federal governments have authority over a particular area.
Usually this occurs when a state has ceded land to the United
States, but has reserv ed to itself the right to exercise its state
authority. In these jurisdictions, both the state and federal
governments may enforce their respective criminal laws and
prosecute those who violate their respective laws.

3. Proprietary Jurisdiction
Proprietary jurisdiction is primarily state jurisdiction,

with exceptions for federal laws of general application and
federal laws and regulations specifically applicable to the

particular type of land involved. Proprietar y jurisdiction exists

when the United States has acquired some right or title to an

area within a stateds borders, but has
of the statefs authority over the area
States has rights generally equivalent to a private landowner.

In these situations, state law applies within the proprietary area

to the same extent that it does throughout the remainder of the
state. However, under the Supremacy and Property Clauses of
the United States Constitution, federal law enforcement officers
and agents may also enforce federal statutes or regulations
enacted to protect these proprietary areas.

Two kinds of federal statutes may be enforced even in a
proprietary jurisdiction:

(@) Statutes of General Application

Many f ederal statutes can be enforced throughout the
United States or in any o ther place where the United States has
jurisdiction . The Constitution empowers Congress to pass such
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statutes in order to protect and control  uniquely federal
functions . For example, it is a crime throughout the United
States to assault a federal officer who is performing federal
duties. The assailant can be prosecuted whether his crime is
committed on or off federal property. Other examples of these
types of statutes include : 18 U.S.C. 8 3 (2006) (Accessory After
the Fact); 18 U.S.C. 8§ 201 (2006) (Bribery of Public Officials and
Witnesses); 18 U.S.C. § 371  (2006) (Conspiracy); and 18 U.S.C.
8§ 641 (2006) (Embezzlement and Theft of Public Money,
Property or Records).

(b) Statutes Applicable to Designated Lands

There are also many federal statutes and C.F.R.
regulations whose application is limited to designated lands
only. Examples of these statutes include, but are not limited to,

18 U.S.C. 8§ 41 (2006) (Hunting, Fishing, Trapping; Disturbance

or Injury on Wildlife Refuges); 18 U.S.C. § 1852 (2006) (Cutting
or Removing or Transporting Timber on Public L ands of United
States); 18 U.S.C. § 1853 (2006) (Cutting or Injuring Trees on
Land Reserved or Purchased by the United States or Upon Any
Indian Reservation); and 18 U.S.C. § 1854 (2006) (Trees Boxed
for Pitch or Turpentine on Land Belonging to the United States).
Some 36 C.F.R. provisions apply to all lands within a park,
regardless of land ownership. These violations include 36
C.F.R. 8 231 (2011) (Trespassing); 36 C.F.R. § 4.31 (2011)
(Hitchhiking); and 36 C.F.R. 8§  4.23 (2011) (Operating a Motor
Vehic le Under the Influence of Alcohol or Drugs).

B. Special Maritime and Territorial Jurisdiction

Some federal criminal statutes apply only in the area
known asthe oO0speci al mari time and territor.i
the United States (SMTJ). 18 U.S.C. 8§ 7 (2006) defines these
places. Several descriptive categories are included within the
definition, t he most significant being 8§ 7(3). This section
provides:
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Any lands reserved or acquired for the use of the
United States, and under the exclusive or
concurrent jurisdiction thereof, or any place

purchased or otherwise acquired by the United

States by con sent of the legislature of the State in
which the same shall be, for the erection of a fort,

magazine, arsenal, dockyard, or other needful
building.

As noted above, one of the areas of land which falls within
the SMTJ is where the United States has either exclusive or
concurrent jurisdiction over that area. Other places and areas
are also designated in the statute. Some of these are:

o High Seas and ot her wat erunder theot
jurisdiction  of a state

o Vessels owned in whole or part by the U.S., U.S.
citiz ens, U.S. corporations, or any state, territory,
district or possession of the U.S. when the vessel is
in such waters

o Aircraft owned in whole or in part by the U.S., U.S.
citizens, U.S corporations, or any state, territory,
district or possession of the U .S. when the aircraft
is flying over these waters

. Waters of the Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence
River
o Islands, rocks or keys containing guano if

designated by the President

o Spacecraft while in flight

If an offense specifies that the crime must be comm itted
in the S MTJ and the crime was not committed in the special
maritime or territorial jurisdiction of the United States, that
offense is not triable in federal court.

Authority and Jurisdiction of
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C. Agency Specific Territorial Jurisdiction

The third category of territorial jurisdiction is agency
specific territo rial jurisdiction. If and only if Congress has
passed enabling legislation, the agency can adopt regulations
applying to the federal land it controls and set criminal
punishments for violations of these regulations. So long as the
misconduct occurs onth e agencyods | and, it can
regardless of whether the land is an area of exclusive,
concurrent or proprietary jurisdiction. For example:

o The National Park Service has jurisdiction over
offenses that occur within the National Park system
and over the arrest of persons fleeing from that
system. 16 U.S.C. 8§ 1a -6 (2006).

o The USDA Forest Service has jurisdiction over
offenses that occur within the National Forest
System or which affect the administration of the
National Forest System. 16 U.S.C. 88 559, 559c,
559d (2006) .

o The Bureau of Land Management does not have
territorial limits, but the offense must relate to the
public lands or their resources. 43 U.S.C. § 1733(c)
(2006) .

o The Bureau of Reclamation has jurisdiction over
offenses that occur within a Reclamation project or
on Reclamation lands. 43 U.S.C. § 373b (2006) .

o The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) has

jurisdiction over offenses that occur on any lands

or facilities owned or leased by the corporation or
within such adjoining areas in the vicinity of such

lands or facilities as may be determined by the TVA
Board of Directors under statutory guidelines and

on other lands or facilities in certain specified
situations . 16 U.S.C. § 831c -3 (c) (2006).

Authority and Jurisdiction of
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o The United States Fish and Wildlife Service and
National Mar ine Fisheries Service do not have
specific geographical boundaries, except as may be
defined in specific statutory or regulatory provisions
for which those agencies have subject matter
jurisdiction. 16 U.S.C. 88 668dd (g), 3375 (b)
(2006) .

o The territorial jurisdict ion of Department of
Defense Land Management Enforcement Officers
is determined by DOD dir ectives or other
regulations.

V. Subject Matter Jurisdiction and Statutory Arrest
Authority

Subject matter jurisdiction relates to the specific offenses
over which a particular law enforcement agency has authority.
Statutory provisions conveying authority and jurisdiction to
particular federal agencies may specify certain offenses over
which that agency has subject matter jurisdiction. Federal
statutes also give specific statutory arrest authority to la w
enforcement officers of each agency . These statutes, in effect,

define the primary mission of the agency 0s |l aw enforcemen
officers. It follows that the agency statute which specifies
statutory arrest authority is the primary so urce of arrest

authority for officers of each agency.

A. Specific Statutory Subject Matter Jurisdiction and
Statutory Arrest Authority

Some land management agencies and their officers have
full law enforceme nt power and sta tutory arrest authority over
all federal offenses, but only within the limited territorial
jurisdiction of that agency. For example, National Park Service
officers generally have the authority to arrest violators for all
federal offenses committed in their presence or all federal
felonies they have reason to believe were committed, as long as
those offenses were committed in the National Park System

Authority and Jurisdiction of
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National Park Service officers also have the authority to arrest
persons fleeing the park system to avoid arrest . 16 U.S.C. 8 la-
6(b)(1) (2006). By contrast, other agencies and their officers
have no geographic limits on the power to arrest, but only may

make arrests for offenses generally within their a gencyo0s
purview. For example, LEO assigned to the National Forest
Service thave authority to make arrests for the violation of the

laws and regulations relating to the forest reserves [national
forests]. 6 16 8US5%(20D6). Other agencies and their
officers , however, have specific statutory or regulatory authority

(and statutory arrest authority) only for certain specified
offenses. For example, the National Marine Fisheries Service

has approximately 37 different federal laws which it enforces.

Given these variations, as well as the realities of
Congressional revisions to the statutes and cross -designation
(discussed below), land management officers must stay current
on their statutory arrest authority and alert for changes to it.

B. Cross Designation of Officers

In the land management enforcement context, because of
the overlap of functions among the various agencies, officers
will frequently be cross -sworn t o enforce anot her
statutes . First, the statute to be enforced must authorize an
agreement between: (1) the agency given enforcement authority
by the statute and (2) the agency which employs the officer to
be cross -sworn. Second, there must be an agreement between
the two agencies concerned. For example, a TVA officer may be
cross-sworn as a USFWS officer, thereby acquiring the
additional authority to enforce crimes within the subject -matter
jurisdiction of the U SFWS. Similarly , the Secretary of
Agriculture, on behalf of the Forest Service, can permit other
federal agency personnel to enforce forest service laws and
permits Forest Service personnel to assist other federal agencies
pursuant to appropriate agre  ements. 16 U.S.C. § 559g (2006) .

1C
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C. Jurisdiction Over State Offenses

Another source of authority for land management officers
is state law, particularly for those officers operating primarily in

areas of proprietary jurisdiction. In areas of exclusive or
concurrent federal jurisdiction, state law may be useful where
no federal law governs the particular conduct involved. See the

di scussion, OAssi mOol8UISICYy 81 & r o mes!| Awit

D. Assimilative Crimes Act - 18 U.S.C. § 13 (2006)

The Assimilative Crimes Act sometimes adopts and
applies state law to conduct occurring on federal lands. Three
criteria must be met

o the United States has exclusive or concurrent
jurisdiction

o there is no federal law covering the conduct, and

o there is an applicable state law.

Under the Act, t he state law is adopted and used to
prosecute the defendant in federal court as a federal offense.
The Act does not apply when there is a federal law that covers
the conduct. The Act does not apply to areas of proprietary
federal jurisdiction.

E. State Peace Officer Authority

In some states, federal law enforcement officers of

specified federal agencies have limited or complete state peace

officer arrest authority. For example, in lowa, all federal law

enforcement officers with federal arrest authority who are

authorized to carry a firearm also have state arrest authority

over indictable state offenses. lowa Code § 804.7A. In other
states, the offense must be committed

In still others, a state or local agency must request assistance

11
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from t he federal officer. Every state is different. It is important
to know the law of the particular state in which you are working

to determine whether you have state peace officer status. It is
also important to know your agency 0s policy stategarding
peace office authority. In particular , agency personnel do not

exercise state peace officer authority unl ess t heir agenc:
policy permit s their doing so.

F. Cross -Designation as State or Local Officer

You may acquire state jurisdiction by being deputized as
a deputy sheriff or other state or local officer under the
appro priate state law . Again, itis also important to know your

agency06s pol i cy -desmggataonds a glate or lacal s

officer. Agency personnel do not exercise this authority unless

theagency6s policy permits their doing so.
G. Citizends Arrest or Detention Aut

The least preferred method of having state jurisdiction to
arrest or det ain a suspect may come from cit
detention authority within that state. Some states have
citizen's arrest authority which allows an arrest by any person
for a felony. Some states require the crime to be committed in
t he per sonds hilpotesseatesdd not Some states
only permit a limited detention rather than an arrest. State

l aw may | imit or prohibit citizends arrtr
addition, offenses that are covered may differ widely. While

more than one state may all ow a citizends arrest
the peace,theycan di f fer greatly on what const.i
of the peacebd. You must know the | aw
which you are working to determine whet
arrest o r detention authority . Using citizen arrest authority to

make an arrest oftenwill be beyond the scope of th
federal employment and can potentially expose the officer to

personal civil liability if the arrest is improperly executed. For

more information on this topic,s ee t he di scussion, 0The
LEO 6Good Samaritand Act, o6 in the Off]i
this Handbook. In sum, arresting under <citizends arrest
is a high -risk procedure and should be used as a last resort.

12
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VI. The Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)

A. Enabling Legislation

Until Congress passes legislation enabling an agency to
adopt regulations and enforce th em, agencies cannot do so.
When enabling legislation exists authorizing a federal agency to
adopt regulations, most agencies adopt detailed regulations to
implement their statutory authority. The enabling statutes
often permit considerable flexibility in rule making. Final
regulations currently in force are published annually in the
Code of Federal Regulations. Many of the violations enforced by
land management law enforcement officers are violations of
the se regulations.

For example, the Secretary of the Interior has the
following statutory  rulemaking authority for public lands:

The Secretary shall issue regulations necessary

to implement the provisions of this Act with
respect to the management, use, and protection

of the public lands, including the property
located thereon. Any person who knowingly and
willfully violates any such regulation which is
lawfully issued pursuant to this Act shall be
fined no more than $1,000 or imprisoned no
more than twelve months, or both . 43U.S.C. 8§
1733(a) (2006).

For the National Park Service, the Secretary of Interior
has the following statutory rulemaking authority:

The Secretary of the Interior shall make and
publish such rules and regulations as he may
deem necessary or proper f or the use and
management of the parks, monuments, and
reservations under the jurisdiction of the
National Park Service, and any violation of any
of the rules and regulations authorized by this

13
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Act shall be punished by a fine of not more than
$ 500 or impr isonment for not exceeding six
months, or both, and be adjudged to pay all
costs of the proceedings. 16 U.S.C. 83 (2006).

Applying the broad rulemaking authority permitted by
enabling legislation, federal regulations frequently extend the
authority o f these agencies into many areas not specifically
addressed by Congressional statute . Agencies can use their
rule making authority to create regulations that adopt state
laws. Particularly in such areas as motor vehicle laws, hunting
and fishing laws, and vessel operation and safety laws, agencies
often adopt as federal regulations those stat e laws that do not
conflict wi t h feder al | aw. The agen
legislation sets the punishment for violation, regardless of the
punishment under the state law.

B. Examples

Numerous examples of agency regulations can be found
in the Legal Di vision Reference Book.

VII.  Significant Statutory Provisions

Land management agencies often have common interests
in enforcing laws tha t may be under the jurisdiction of another
land management agency. Several significant statutory
provisions related to land management allow for cross -
designation, although some do not.

A. Lacey Act

The Lacey Act makes it illegal to trade in fish, wildlife, or
plants taken in violation of any U.S. or Indian tribal law, treaty,
or regulation as well as in violation of foreign law. The Act
provides for civil penalties, criminal sanctions, and forfeiture
provisions. This law does not include activities regulated by the
Magnuson Fishery Con servation and Management Act, the
Tuna Conventions Act, the Atlantic Tunas Convention Act, or

14
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any activity involving the harvest of highly migratory species.

16 U.S.C. 88 3371-3378 (2006). While the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service is a primary enforcer of Lacey Act violations ,
enforcement  authority is assigned to agencies of the
Departments of Interior, Commerce, Transportation , and
Treasury. In addition, any of the appropriate lead agencies
may, by agree ment, use the personnel, services and facilities of
any other federal agency or any state agency in the enforcement

of the Lacey Act. 16 U.S.C. 8§ 3375(a) (2006) . Thus, whether as
part of those Departments or by agreement, USFWS, NMFS, or

the Animal and P lant Health Inspection Service are involved in
Lacey Act enforcement.

B. Endangered Species Act

The Act provides for the conservation of species t hat are
endangered or threatened with extinction throughout all or a
significant portion of their range, and the conservation of the
ecosystems on which they depend. The listing of an endangered
species generally protects the species under federal law, thu S
making it il egal to otakeo (harass, h
wound, Kill, trap, capture, or collect) a listed species. 16 U.S.C.
88 1531 0 1543 (2006). The primary agencies for enforcement of
the Endangered Species Act are the Department of Interior
(through the USFWS) and, for marine species, the Department
of Commerce (through the NMFS).  Generally, USFWS manages
land and freshwater species, while the National Marine
Fisheries Service manages marine species, including
anadromous salmon. For some pla nt importation/exportation
issues the Department of Agriculture is responsible. The Coast
Guard also has enforcement authority. In addition, the
appropriate lead agency can, by agreement, use the personnel,
services and facilities of any other federal ag ency or any state
agency in the enforcement of the Endangered Species Act. (16
U.S.C. § 1540(e) (2006)).

15

Authority and Jurisdiction of
Federal Land Management Agencies



C. Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) of 1972

The MMPA prohibits, with certai  n exceptions, the take of
marine mammals in U.S. waters and by U.S. citizens on the
high seas, and the importation of marine mammals and marine
mammal products into the U.S. 16 U.S.C. 8§ 1377 (2006). The
Departments of the Interior and Commerce are respon sible for
different aspects of this law. The Department of Interior
handles U.S. takings of these species. The Department of
Commerce handles importation of these species. The
appropriate lead agency may, by agreement, use the personnel,
services and fac ilittes of any other federal agency in the
enforcement of the Marine Mammal Protection Act. (16 U.S.C. §
1377(a) (2006)). Either Secretary may also designate officers
and employees of any state or of any possession of the United
States to enforce the act . (16 U.S.C. § 1377(b) (2006)).

D. Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979

The Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979
(ARPA) protects archaeological resources and facilitates
cooperation and the exchange of information between agencies
regarding these resources. Civil and criminal penalties are
possible for the damage and excavation of archaeological
resources. Under the statute, the archaeological resources
recovered and any instruments used to commit the violations
may be forfeited. @~ The ARPA also provides restrictions against
trafficking in illegally obtained artifacts. 16 U.S.C. 88 470aa
(2006) et seq. Each agency having archaeological resources on
public I ands under its jurisdiction has authority over those
particular lands, but may also ask the Department of the
Interior to assume authority. (16 U.S.C. 8 470bb(2) (2006)). The
Indian Arts and Crafts Act (18 U.S.C. 88 1158, 1159 (2006))
criminalizes counterfeiting the Indian Arts and Crafts Board
trademark (18 U.S.C. 8 1158 (2006)) and falsely representing or
suggesting that goods are an Indian product (18 U.S.C. § 1159

(2006)). 25 U.S.C. 8 305 d (2006) al | ows the Board to Or
alleged violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1159 to any Federal law
enf orcement of ficer for appropriat
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and adds t hat 0a Feder al | aw enforc
investigate an alleged violation regardless of whether the
Feder al |l aw enforcement of ficer receive

E. Bald Eagle Protection Act of 1940

This law protects the bald eagle (the national emblem)
and the golden eagle by prohibiting, e xcept under certain
specified conditions, the taking, possession and commerce of
such birds. The 1972 amendments increased penalties for
violating provisions of the Act or implementing regulations and
strengthened other enforcement measures. Rewards are
provided for information leading to arrest and conviction for
violation of the Act. 16 U.S.C. 88 668 -668d (2006). The bald
and golden eagle are actually protected by two acts of Congress:
the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA)( 16 U.S.C. §
668 (2006)) and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918
(MBTA)(16 U.S.C. 88 703 -712 (2006)). The Department of the
Interior has the primary responsibility for enforcement of this
act. According to the statute, enforcement authority may be
delegated also to state fish and wildlife authorities  , but notably
not to other federal agencies . 16 U.S.C. § 668b (2006).

With almost all of these  significant statutory provisions, if
an agency is not the primary enforcement agency, a
Memorandum of Agreement and/or a cooperative agreement
may be used to convey enforce ment authority

VIIl.  Administrative Inspection Authority

If and only if authorized by statute or regulation, federal
agencies and their officers may set up a reasonable regulatory
inspection scheme and exercise administrative inspection
authority.  Many land management age ncy regulations include
various types of inspection authority. For example, the National
Park Service provision below, written in a question -and -answer
format, illustrates the typical inspection authority for land
management agencies.
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36 C.F.R. 8 3.4 (2011) For what purposes may
my vessel be inspected?

(&) An authorized person may at any time stop
and/or board a vessel to examine documents,
licenses or permits relating to operation of th e
vessel, and to inspect the vessel to determine
compliance with regulations pertaining to safety
equipment, vessel capacity, marine sanitation
devices, and other pollution and noise abatement
requirements.

(b) An authorized person who identifies a vessel
being operated without sufficient life saving or
firefighting devices, in an overloaded or other
unsafe condition, as defined in United States Coast
Guard regulations, or in violation of a noise level
specified in § 3.15(a) of this part, may direct the
operator to suspend further use of the vessel until
the condition is corrected.

As this provision illustrates, administrative inspections do
not require a search warrant. Nor must an officer have
reasonable suspicion or probable cause that a violation has
occurred.

The Supreme Court in  Camara v. Municipal Court  set out
a three -prong  balancing analysis to determine the
reasonabl eness of a warrantl ess
Fourth Amendment interests. The three factors considered are
(1) the importan ce of the governmental interest; (2) the degree of
the intrusion by the government; and (3) the inability to achieve
reasonable results by using the normal probable cause
standard. In  New York v. Burger , the Supreme Court applied a
similar test to the warr  antless inspection of a junk yard because
junkyards are commercial premises of a highly -regulated
industry . In Burger, the three requirements were described as
follows:
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o There must be a substantial governmental interest

o The warrantless inspections must be necessary to
further the substantial government interest.

o The inspection program, in terms of the certainty
and regularity of its application, must provide a
constitutionally adequate substitute for a warrant.

In simpler terms, it must advise the owne r that the
search is being made pursuant to law and it must
have a properly defined scope while limiting the
discretion of the inspecting officers.

When all of these requirements are met, the courts have
upheld inspection program s as Or easonabl e regul at
schemes. 0 |l nspections performed under s u

legal. Criminal e vidence discovered through such an inspection
is admissible.

But when an inspection is conducted as a ploy or
subterfuge to locate and seize cr iminal evidence, that evidence

will not be admissible. Inspections are constitutionally
permitted because they are an effective way for the government
to accomplish legitimate government missions besides
traditional law enforcement. Inspections are also discussed in

the Fourth Amendment chapter of this Handbook.

Recreational hunting, fishing, and boating are pervasively
or closely regulated no matter where they occur. When they
occur on federal public lands (such as National Parks), the
goVver nme nereétsis even tmore substantial. Individual
inspections and vehicle checkpoints by federal law enforcement
officers to enforce applicable regulations must be conducted in
accordance with agency regulation or policy guidance
concerning checkpoints and inspe  ctions.

Officers conducting inspections and checkpoints are
i mited i n t wo ways by t he agency?o0s
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scheme. First, the officerds discreti
inspected is limited. In the context of vehicle checkpoints, this

is of ten done by randomizing the choice of which vehicle to stop

or by stopping every vehicle passing through in a given

ti meframe. Second, t he scope and e Xt
inspection must be limited to the purpose of the inspection. For

example, an offi cer conducting an inspection during antlered

deer season to ensure that hunters are taking legal bucks

(instead of il egal does) i's not abl e
ashtray. ' n sum, the governmentds dis
scoped by the reasonable reg ulatory scheme. It follows that the

authority to conduct a boat safety inspection could not be used

as a ploy or subterfuge to do a detailed search of a locked

briefcase on board based on a groundless hunch that it might

contain drugs.
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Introduction

The crim e of conspiracy was created because of the
inherent dangers posed to society when two or more individuals
join together to violate the law. A person who joins with others
to commit a crime strengthens the criminal scheme and
enhances the potential success of the scheme. Furthermore,
once an individual joins with others, that person is less likely to
change their mind than one who has made a solitary decision to
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violate the law. Once conspiracies are formed, there is the
danger they will get out of contro |, members of the conspiracy
will recruit others to join their enterprise, and they will become

more dangerous and difficult to immobilize. For all these
reasons, the identification and targeting of multi -defendant
criminal networks is essential to succes sful law enforcement.

The conspiracy statutes can be used to great advantage
by criminal investigators. Some of the advantages of a
conspiracy charge include the ability (1) to get beyond the first
layer of a criminal enterprise, (2) to allow the jury to see the
whole picture behind a given criminal act, and (3) to enable
investigators to be proactive, even prevent a substantive offense
while still being able to charge felony criminal conduct. There
are some disadvantages to a conspiracy charge as well

including (1) the fact that such investigations can be time -

consuming, (2) there are difficulties with witnesses who are
often co -conspirators, and (3) potential frustration over the lack

of immediate results. In spite of these disadvantages, the
conspiracy investigation is one of the most effective weapons in

t he | aw enforcement of ficerds
immobilize and eliminate those that bind together to strengthen
their criminal endeavors. This chapter provides a working
knowledge of the law of conspiracy .

. The Statute

A. Title 18 U.S.C. §371 1

There are a number of federal statutes that c riminalize
certain types of conspiracies, such as 18 U.S.C. § 241
(Conspiracy Against Civil Rights) and 21 US.C. § 846
(Controlled Substance Conspira cy. This course is concerned
only with the general federal conspiracy statute, 18 U.S.C. §

371 . This statute reads as follows:

If two or more person s conspire either to commit
any offense against the United States, or to

! This statute can be found in its entirety in the companion book, Legal

Division Reference Book ,inthe segment entitled 0Selected
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defraud the United States, or any agency thereof

in any manner or for any purpose, and one or
more of such persons perform any act to effect
the object of the conspiracy, each shall b e fined
under this title or imprisoned not more than five
years or both.

If, however, the offense, the commission of
which is the object of the conspiracy, is a
misdemeanor only, the punishment for such
conspiracy shall not exceed the maximum
punishment p rovided for such misdemeanor.

The plain language of the statute prohibits two distinct
types of conspiracies. First, it prohibits any conspiracy to
violate a civil or criminal federal law (e.g., bribery). Second, the
statute prohibits any conspiracy to defraud the United States or
any agency of the United States, including conspiracies formed
for the purpose of impairing, obstructing, or defeating the lawful
functions of any department of the United States government,
such as the Internal Revenue Service

The statute provides a maximum punishment of not more
than five years, as well as a fine up to $250,000.00, but only if
the intended or committed substantive offense is a felony. If the
offense comm itted or intended is a misdemeanor, the maximum
punishment for the conspiracy charge cannot exceed the
maximum possible punishment for the misdemeanor.

B. The Elements

There are five essential elements the government must
prove beyond a reasonable doubt to establish a violation of §
371. A conspiracy exists when:

° Two or More Persons
o Intentionally
° Agree
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° To Violate Federal L aw or Defraud the United States
and

. Commit an Overt Act in Furtherance of the
Agreement

Once these elements have been met, the crime of
conspiracy is COMPLETE . In other words, once a co -
conspirator commits an overt ac t in furtherance of the
agreement, all of the co -conspirators may be prosecuted for
conspiracy, even if they take no further steps to accomplish
their ultimate goal.

1. Two or More Persons

A conspiracy requires the participation of 0t wo or mor e

persons. 6 The persons need t o be cafr
necessary criminal intent to agree to the objects of the
conspiracy. One person cannot be convicted of conspiring with
himself, an undercover law enforcement officer, or a cooperating
informant. Because a government agent or a cooperating
informant does not truly intend to commit the ultimate crime of
the conspiracy, they  cannot be counted as a conspirator.
Likewise, individuals who do not have the mental capacity to
form the criminal intent to conspire may not be one of the
required two or more persons in a conspiracy. Minors and
mentally ill persons could fall into thi S category.

Co-conspirators need not meet. They need not know each
ot her 0s I dentities. But , t hey mu st l
reasonably foresee, each ot her 0s eXi s
example, in a conspiracy to hijack goods, the person who steals
a tract or-trailer from a truck stop may not know the person who
provided advice as to when the tractor  -trailer could be easily
taken , nor would he necessarily know the person who was
purchasing the stolen goods. Further more, as long as there are
at least two mem bers, the conspiracy continues , even if the
members change and the original members have withdrawn and
are no longer involved in the conspiracy.
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2. Knowledge and Intent

The government must prove that the defenda nt had
knowledge of the conspiracy and intended to participate in it.

@) Knowledge

To be a party to a conspiracy, an individual must know of
the conspiracy 0 s exi stence and i ts overall P
However, each conspirator need not know all of the details of
the plan. While the defendant must know that at least one
other person is involved in the conspiracy (so that an agreement
is possible), there is no requirement that the defendant know
the identity, number, or role of all co -conspirators. Secrecy and
concealment are often features of a successful conspiracy.
Accordingly, the law allows for the conviction of individuals
without requiring that they have knowledge of all of the details
of the conspiracy or of all  of the members participating in it.

(b) Intent

The defendant must intend to participate in the
conspiracy. The government must present evidence that the
defendant joined the conspiracy voluntarily, by agreeing to play
some part init with the intent to help it succeed. Showing that
a defendant was aware of the plan or that the defendant
approved of the plan is not enough by itself to prosecute . The

def e nd antentdc participate in the conspiracy must be

proven . A def endant &s i ntent may be
circumstanti al evidence, such as the d
with other members of the conspiracy, the length of the
association between the member s, the de
condu ct, and the nature of the conspiracy. Acts committed by

the defendant that furthered the objective of the conspiracy are
strong circumstantial evidence that the defendant was a
knowing and willing participant in the conspiracy.

3. The Agreement

The essence of any conspiracy is the agreement.  With
conspiracy, the mere agreement to violate the law or defraud
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the United States becomes criminal once an overt act in
furtherance of that agreement takes place. Seldom, if ever, is
there proof of a formal agreement , and t he agreement does not
have to be put into words, either oral or written. The agreement

is often established through circums tantial evidence and may
only be shown to be a mutual understanding. Association with
members of a conspiracy is helpful i
willing participation; however, mere presence at the scene is not
enough to show agreement. A n individu al can be present with
other known conspirators without intending to join or further

the objects of the conspiracy.

An individual can also do something to help the
conspiracy without actually joining. For example, an individual
may rent an apartment to m embers of a conspiracy. The

conspirators use the apartment to set

operation. As such, the apartment owner has aided the
conspiracy. However, absent a showing that he had a stake in
the venture (doubled the rent) or knew of the cons piracy and
intended to help it by providing a hiding place, he has not
joined in the agreement. Mere presence and helping without
joining in the agreement are common defenses to conspiracy

charges. Efforts mu st be made to
joining in the agreement. This can be shown directly by co -
conspiratorsd testifying about t he

organization or indirectly by documenting a series of acts or
events that demonstrate  that the defendant acted in concert
with and therefore must have been in agreement with other
members of the conspiracy.

4, Unlawful or Fraudulent Means or Objective

To successfully prosecute under 8 371, either the
objective of the conspiracy or t he means to accomplish the
objective must (1) be an offense against the United States or (2)
defraud the United States. If neither the objective, nor the
means t o accomplish the objective, violate federal law or
defraud the United States, prosecution under 8§ 371 is not
available. Note that the objective of the conspiracy does not
have to be a crime. It is sufficient to show that the
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contemplated objective would  (defraud) impede, impair, defeat,

or obstruct the proper functions of the United States

Government. This could be accomplished through a scheme

such asrioghgiidng6 or through an agreement
regulatory functions of a government agency, such as the

Internal Revenue Service, which is often a civil violation of law.

It is not a defense that the objective of a conspiracy is
factually impossible to achieve. For example, if the objective of
the conspiracy is to kill an individual who, unknown to the
conspirators, is already dead, then it is factually impossible for
the conspirators to carry out their plan. However, the
conspiracy charge is still complete the moment the first overt
act in furtherance of the agreement IS committed.

5. The Overt A ct

The final element in a conspiracy prosecution under 8
371 is that, following an agreement, one of the conspirators
must commit an oovert acto in furtherance of
The overt act demonstrates that the conspirators have moved
from a oOthoughto6é crime to one of acti
talking about the crime, the conspirators have actually taken a
step towards making it a reality. An overt act shows that the
agreement is not dormant, but is actually being pursued by the
conspirators.

Only one overt act must be committed to complete the
crime of conspiracy. An overt act is any act done for the
purpose of advancing or helping the conspiracy . The act must
be done in furtherance of the agreement. For example, if two
individuals agree to rob a bank and then one of them purchases
ski masks to use in a robbery and the other then steals guns to
use in the robbery, each co -conspirator has committed an overt
act in furtherance of the agreement. Either act would be
sufficient to complete the offense of conspiracy to rob the bank.

A single overt act is sufficient to complete the conspiracy for all
member s, including those who join the conspiracy after it has
begun. The overt act must occur after the agree ment. The
government may not rely on acts committed before the
agreement to complete the conspiracy.
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Additionally, the overt act need not be criminal i n nature
to complete the conspiracy, but may, in fact, be entirely lawful.
For example, the overt act may be preparatory in nature, such
as buying a car or mask to use in a bank robbery. If the

substantive offense is actually committed, that offense may be
used as the overt act necessary to complete the conspiracy. For
instance, if two persons agree to rob a bank and do so without

any intervening overt acts , the bank robbery would be the overt
act necessary to complete the conspiracy.

[I. The Law of C onspiracy

In addition to the elements to be proved in conspiracy
cases, there is significant law you should know when
undertaking a conspiracy investigation. The following sections
provide the criminal inves tigator some additional legal
principles to guide investigations.

A. The Doctrine of Merger/Double Jeopardy

A conspiracy charge is a separate and distinct offense
from the crime being planned and does not merge with the
substantive offense, should it ultimately be committed. The
Doctrine of Merger holds that inchoate offenses (those
committed to lead to another crime) such as solicitation and
attempts to commit crimes merg e into the substantive offense i f
that offense is committed. Unlike those inchoate offenses,
conspiracy, which is also an inchoate offense, does not merge
into the substantive offense. Conspiracy to commit a
substantive offense has different elements than the substantive
offense and will survive a double jeopardy challenge when both
are charged using the exact same evidence.

B. Pinkerton Theory of Vicarious Liability

Conspirators are criminally responsible for the reasonably
foreseeable acts of any co -conspirator that are committed in
furtherance of the overall plan. This is known as the Pinkerton
Theory of ovicarious Jliability.o For
smuggle counterfeit computer software into the United States,
bribing a Customs and Border Protection Officer would be a
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reasonably foreseeable act. In such a case, each conspirator
would be liable for the substantive act of bribery, regardless of

who actually committed the bribery. If an act was not a
reasonably foreseeable consequence of the overall plan, a
defendant could not be held liable for that act un less he or she
was the individual who actually committed it. One benefit of
this rule is that all foreseeable acts of the conspiracy can be
introduced at trial even though those on trial may not have
participated in the acts.

C. Late Joiners to a Cons _ piracy

The law recognizes that an individual may join a
conspiracy after it has begun but before it has been terminated.
Such an individual i s referred t o as a ol ate
conspiracy. O L at e | doinatéavetdé commit an overt act,
they only have to join an ongoing conspiracy . oLate joiner
take the conspiracy as they find it. Late joiners are not only

criminally liable  for th e conspiracy they joined , but also for any
reasonably foreseeable acts committed by any co -conspirator

while the olate joinerd is a member of
joinerso are not criminally responsibl e
of co-conspirators commit ted prior to their joining the
conspiracy. Nonetheless, the prior acts of the co -conspirators
are admissible at the trial of the o0l at

the existence of the conspiracy.

D. Withdrawal from a Conspiracy

Just as the law recognizes that individuals may join a
conspiracy after it begins, the law also recognizes that
individuals may  withdraw from the conspiracy prior to its
termination. Withdrawal from a conspiracy requires more than
simply no longer participating. A valid withdrawal from a
conspiracy has two basic requirements. First, the individual
must perform some affirmative act inconsistent with the goals of
the consp iracy. Unless a conspirator produces affirmative
evidence of withdrawal, his or her participation is presumed to
continue. Second, the affirmative act must be reasonably
calculated to be communicated to at least one other known
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conspirator or law enforce ment personnel. Withdrawal is an
affirmative defense . The burden is on the defendant to prove
that he has withdrawn

If an individual validly withdraws from a conspiracy, the
statute of limitations  (explained below) on the conspiracy charge
for that ind ividual will begin to run the date of the withdrawal.
Further, the withdrawal of a conspirator does not generally
change the status of the remaining members. The valid
withdrawal of a single conspirator from a two -person conspiracy
however, will result i n the termination of the conspiracy,
because the requi site oOotwo or mor e pe
present. Once a valid withdrawal occurs, the withdrawing
defendant will escape liability for any subsequent criminal acts
of the remaining conspirators, but rem ains liable for conspiracy
and for any criminal acts committed while a member of the
conspiracy. Only by withdrawing from the agreement before the
commission of the overt act will the individual escape liability
for the conspiracy charge.

E. Statute of L imitations (18 U.S.C. § 3282 )

The statute of limitations for the crime of conspiracy is
five years and can run from various dates depending on the
facts of each case . The statute of limitations begins to run from
the date the conspiracy is completed, terminated, or
abandoned. The statute of limitations can also run from the
date the last overt act was committed in furtherance of the
conspiracy (e.g., dividing the money from the bank robbery).
The conspiracy itself may, depending on the nature of the
agreement, continue past achieving the objective, in order to
conceal the crime or to destroy or suppress evidence. In such
cases, the statute of limitations would be extended and would
not start to r un until such time as the last overt act (i.e., the
last act of concealment) occurs. For sub stantive offenses
committed during the timeframe of the conspiracy, the statute
of limitations begins to run from the date the substantive
offense was committed.
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F. Venue

The Sixth Amendment requiresinthat pr
the State and District wherein the crime shall have been
commi tted. O Because the | egal basis f
agreement and an overt act in furtherance of that agreement,
venue for a conspiracy ch arge exists in the district where the
agreement was entered into, or in any district in which an overt
act in furtherance of the agreement was committed. Since the
act of one conspirator is an act of all conspirators, an act in a
district by one will resu It in venue in that district for all
conspirators, even where the others were never physically
present in the district.

If a substantive offense is committed, venue for the
substantive offense will be in the district where it occurred. As
a practical mat ter, cases are charged in the district where venue
for both the conspiracy and the substantive offense overlap.

Part Two - Partiesto Crim inal Offenses

Introduction

When a crime is committed, the individual who actually
commits the crime is referred to as the opri ncofphel o6
offense. However, there are ofte n individuals who assist or help
the principal to commit the offense. Some of these individuals
provide assistance before the crime is committed, while others
provide some manner of assistance after the crime has been
committed. Still others may have kno wledge that a federal
crime was committed, yet take affirmative steps to conceal this
knowledge from federal investigators. All of these persons are
known as opartieso to the offense.
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Il. Aiding and Abetting (18U.S.C.82(a)) 2

Any person who knowingly aids, abets, counsels,
commands, induces or procures t he commission of an offense
may be found guilty of that offense. For example, a charge

would read: Theft of Government Property, Aiding and Abetting;

in violation of 18 U.S.C. 8§ 641 and 2. That person must
knowingly associate with the criminal activity, participate in the
activity, and try to make it succeed.

In other words, the defendant must actually do something
to assist the commission of the crime. The affirmative act of
association must occur either before or during the commission
of the crime by the principal. An individual cannot aid and abet
a completed crime. If the affirmative act occurs after the
commi ssion of the c¢ri me, the defendant
and abetting, 6 but may be | iable as an
(discussed belo w).

An aider and abettor is not required to be present at the
time the actual crime is committed , hor know all the details of
the crime. Further, presence at the scene of the crime, even in
the presence of the principal, does not, standing alone, make an
individual an aider and abettor. The government must show
that the association with the principal was for the purpose of
assisting in committing the cri me. 0 Me
principal is a common defense to an aiding and abetting charge.

In addition to an affirmative act of association, the
defendant must also know that he or she is assisting in the
commission of a crime. Deliberate avoidance of knowledge
(ot herwise known as maybuffitef. Delibelbatei ndnes s
avoidance occurs when a defendant claims a lack of guilty
knowledge, but the evidence shows that he or she instead chose
to intentionally avoid gaining knowledge about the
circumstances surrounding their assistance in order to avoid
criminal responsibility.

2 This statute can be found in its entirety in the companion book, Legal
Division Reference Book ,inthe segment entitled 0Selected Feder
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Finally, a crime mus t actually be committed in order to
charge an indi vidual as an aider and abettor. A defendant may
be convicted of aiding and abetting even though the actual
principal of the crime is never convicted or even identified.

[l Causing the Commission of a Cri me (18 U.S.C.82(b) )

If a person willfully  causes another to commit a federal
crime, that person may be found guilty of the offense he caused
the other person to commit.

It is not necessary that the defendant know the individual
who actually committed the offense, or that the defendant is
present when th e crime is committed. There is also no
requirement that the individual who actually committed the
offense be convicted in order to convict the individual who
caused the crime.

IV.  Accessory after the Fact (18U.S.C.83 )3

An accessory after the fact is one who, with knowledge
that an offense was ¢ ommitted, receives, relieves, comforts or
assists the offender with the intent to hinder or prevent the
of fender s apprehensi on, trial or puni s
was committed can be a felony or a misdemeanor. Silence
alone does not constitute  the o ffense of accessory after the fact.
However, where an individual provides false or misleading
statements to law enforcement officers in an effort to assist a
principal in evading apprehension, trial or punishment, those
statements may be used to prove the offense. Thus, when a
family member lies to the police about the whereabouts of a
sibling who is involved in a theft of government property to
protect the sibling from being arrested and punished for the
theft, the family member is an accessory after the fact to the
theft. As with aiding and abetting, the conviction of the
principal is not necessary to convict a defendant as an
accessory after the fact.

® This statute can be found in its entirety in t he companion book, Legal
Division Reference Book,inthe segment entitled 0Selected Feder
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A defendant convicted of being an accessory after the fact
is not guilty of the offense that was comm itted, as is a
defendant who is convicted of aiding and abetting. If an
individual is convicted of being an accessory after the fact, the
maximum possible punishment is one -half the maximum
punishment possible for the principal of the offense (not the
actual sentence received), up to a total of 15 years in those
cases where the principal could receive either life imprisonment
or the death penalty.

V. Misprision of Felony (18U.S.C.84 )4

This statute is directed at those individuals who have
knowledge of a felony offense and take affirmative steps to
conceal the crime and fail to disclose their knowledge to
criminal investigators. Misprision of felony is concealing a
felony with no requirement that the party intend to help the
principal . The penalty for misprision of felony is up to 3 years
in prison and a fine up to $250,000.00.

In order to convict a defendant of misprision of felony, the
government must prove a federal felony was committed, the
defendant had knowledge of the felony that was committed, the
defendant performed either an affirmative act of concealment or
an act that concealed the true nature of the crime, and
defendant failed to disclose knowledge of the crime as soon as
possible.

As with the crime of accessory after the fact, an
i ndi vi dual alene &sindt @ crome. A simple failure to
report a crime does not, without an affirmative act of
concealment, make one guilty of misprision of felony. However,
where an individual lies to or misleads criminal investigators,
this element may be met.

* This statute can be found in its entirety in the companion book, Legal

Division Reference Book,inthe segment entitled 0Selected
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A defendant accused of being an accessory a fter the fact
must intentionally assist the principal of the crime, while one
accused of misprision of felony need only commit an act of
concealment without necessarily intending to assist the
principal. Finally, accessory after the fact does not require the
defendant to disclose his knowledge as soon as possible, while
misprision of felony does.

The offenses of accessory after the fact and misprision of
felony are closely related and often there will be sufficient
evidence to charge either or both. Coll  ect all the facts and let
the Assistant United States Attorney make the charging
decision.
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Historical Background

Americans lived under colonial charte rs for over a century
before they declared their inde pendence from England. The
purpose and effect of the Declaration of Independence by the
thirteen colonies was to create thirteen separate and individual
sovereigns (states) and to present a united front against the
British Crown.

After the ratification of the Declaration of Independence,
establishing the thirteen colonies as
apparent that a central government was necessary to carry on
the day to day affairs of the states. As a result, the Articles of
Confederation were writte n during the early part of the

American Revolution and approved in 1781. Deliberately kept
weak by the authors, the national government left much of the
power to the states. For example, some states adopted laws

that hampered trade by discriminating agai nst goods and

services from other states. To retaliate, these states enacted
taxes on commerce which only frustrated trade among the
colonies.

By t he mi d 178008s it was clear
government under the Articles of Confederation had to be
reorganized into a more viable form. In May of 1787, delegates
from the states met in Philadelphia to revise the Articles of
Confederation. However, the delegates soon recognized that
simply revising the Arti  cles would not work. They  undertook to
write a new document, the United States Constitution.
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Il. Framing the Constitution of the United States 1

The United States Constitution is the most important
document in American governance. It is the cornerstone, the
foundation upon which is built the relationship between the
citizens and their government. The Constitution defines the
rights, privileges and responsibilities of the people and limits
government authority over the people . Itis a contract between
the people and the government. The people are bound by the
laws of the government and the government is bound by the
provisions and principles of the Constitution.

The Constitution is the source of all federal law. Our
government is one of enumerated powers and it can only
exercise powers granted to it. Article | of Section 8 grants to
Congress the authority to make laws regarding specific
subjects. The powers not specifically delegated to the United
States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are
reserved to the states or the people. Other laws may deal with
matters not specifically considered in the Constitution, but no
law, be it state or federal, can conflict with the Constitution.

Federal law enforcement officers must affirm their
personal commitment to this contract between the people and
the government. That is why federal officers and agents take a
solemn oath to preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of
the United States of America. They must know constitutional
law not only to protect the rights of one citizen from
infringement by another, but also to prevent government from
infringing on the rights of the people.

[l . Organization of the Federal Government
The authors of the Constitution divided the federal

government among three separate but equal branches of
government: the Legislative, Executive and Judicial Branches.

! The U.S. Constitution and its amendments are located in the companion
book, Legal Division Reference Book , in the s egment e Wdditiondl e d
Resources. ¢
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A. The Legislative Branch

The Legislative Branch (Congress) consists of the House
of Representatives and the Senate, together forming the United
States Congress. Article | lists the specific powers of Congress,
some of which include the power to collect taxes, regula te
foreign and domestic trade, establish post offices and post
roads, and establish federal courts inferior to the United States
Supreme Court.

B. The Executive Branch

The Executive Branch (President) is  established in Article
Il of the Constitution.  The President enforces the law, but other
duties include the ability to enter into treaties with foreign
nations, th e power to veto acts of Congress, grant pardons for
federal crimes, and appoint members of the administration,
such as cabinet members and United States Atto rneys. The
President is also the commander -in-chief of the military.

C. The Judicial Branch

The Judicial Branch (The Court) , consisting of the United
States Supreme Court and the lower federal courts, interprets
laws through its decisions as provided in Article Ill. The
Constitution is unique in that Article Ill establishes only one
court, the Supreme Court. As already mentioned above, all
inferior courts are created by act of Congress. The Supreme
Court has t he power to declare laws unconstitutional and is the
final authority on matters of constitutional interpretation.

D. A System of Checks and Balances

In order to ensure that no single branch of govern ment
becomes excessively strong, a system of  checks and balances
creates complex interrelationships between the branches. Each
branch exercises a ¢ ertain degree of control over the other two.
There are many examples of this complex arrangement, but the
following are a few of the more important ones:
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o The Congress can pass laws, but the President may
veto them.

o By a 2/3 vote of each house, the Congre Ss can
override the Presidentods veto.

o The President appoints Justices to serve on the
Supreme Court, but the Senate must approve them.
Once confirmed, the Justices serve for life or good
behavior.

o The President can be impeached and tried by the
Senate, as can all federal judges, including Justices
of the Supreme Court.

o The Congress can establish Federal Courts inferior
to the Supreme Court and, with certain limitations,
can regulate the appellate jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court.

o Only Congress can ap propriate the funds necessary
to run the government.

o Congress can pass laws and even appropriate the
money to run the government, but the President
can choose not to implement and enforce the laws.

o The Supreme Court can declare laws passed by
Congress an d signed by the President to be
unconstitutional. There is no specific authority in
the Constitution for this power. In Marbury v.
Madison , the Supreme Court said that a law that is
repugnant to the Constitution is void.

V. Amendments to the Constitution

The Constitution provides many safeguards through the
checks and balances system against an excessively strong and
potentially abusive central government. However, many
scholars speculate that the Constitution would not have been
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ratified but for assurances that one of the first priorities of the

new government would be the passage of the first ten
Amendments to the Constitution, often referred to as the BIll of
Rights . With the exception of the Ninth and Tenth
Amendments, the Amendments are specific guarantees of
individ ual liberties to the people . They proscribe government
conduct that infringes on the rights of the people. Those
Amendments do not deal with private actions.

FIRST AMENDMENT
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibit ing the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; of the
right of the people to peaceably assemble, and to petition
the government for a redress of grievances.

A. First Amendment

The First Amendment protects personal belief, opinion,
and action . It addresses four basic freedoms that are necessary
for a free society functioning within a democratic government.
Those rights are freedom of religion, freedom of speech, freedom
of the press, and the dual right to assemble peaceably and to
petition the government. It has generally been held by the
Supreme Court that a balance is required between First
Amendment fr eedoms and the powers of ago vernment to govern
effectively. Supreme Court decisions throughout the 20th
century balanced First Amendment rights with the
requirements of public order, and the Supreme C ourt has
removed certain speech (fighting words, true t hreats, obscenity)
from First Amendment protections.

1. Religion

Two clauses, the establishment clause and the free
exercise clause, protect freedom of religion . The establishment
clause prohibits the establishment of a national religion or the
preference of one religion over another. The clause was

42

Constitutional Law



intended to erect a wall of separation between church and state.
Laws enacted by the government  must have a secular purpose;
that is, t he action must have a primary effect that neither
advances nor inhibits religion.

The free exercise c lause, prevents the government from
interfering with religious beliefs. However, religious practices
may be limited and must be bal anced against broader social
values. A law with a legitimate secular purpose (not targeted at
religion) may incidentally affect religious practices without
violating the First Amendment. For example, criminal statutes
proscribing possession of controlled substances are not aimed
at religion, but they may incidentally affect some Native
American religious practices because they prohibit the use and
possession of peyote.

2. Speech
The people have a First Amendment right to express their
thoughts and ideas.  Expression, even that which is offensive , Is

protected against government interference under the First
Amendment unless the government can prove that it falls within
an unprotected category. Some of those unprotected categories
of speech follow:

(@) Speech constituting a clear and present
danger

Knowingly conveying false information about an

impending peril such as yelling ofire!dé in a
yelling obomb!éd on an airplane, creates
people. The most stringent p rotection of speech would not
protect words causing a panic. (A more complete discussion is

at paragraph VIII F. 4)
(b)  Advocating imminent lawless action

Historically, the people have not only criticized the United
States, but advocated its laws be ignhored and government
overthrown. Sometimes called political speech, advocacy of this
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nature in public forums is protected under the First
Amendment, unless it is directed to incite or produce imminent
lawless action and is likely to incite o r produce such action. (A
more complete discussion is at paragraph VIl F.3)

(c) Fighting words

Fighting words are words that tend to  incite an immediate
breach of the peace. More than profanity, they are an invitation
to fight.  Uttering fighting words to another person can be a
crime. Profane words alone, unaccompanied by any evidence of
violent arousal, are not fighting words, and, therefore, are
protected speech.

The fighting words  doctrine is at its narrowest, if it exists
at all, with respect to speech d irected at public officials like
police officers. Police offi cers are expected to exercise a higher
degree of restraint than the average citize n. Moreover,
Americans have a c¢ onstitutional right to criticize their

government and government officials. In Lewis v. City of New
Orleans , the Supreme Court found unconsti tutional a municipal
ordinance that made it a crime ofor al
curse or revile or to use obscene or opprobrious language
toward or with reference to any member of the city police while
engaged i n the performance oflyduty. 6
oppose or challenge police action without thereby risking arrest
is one of the principal characteristics by which we distinguish a
free nation from a police state. n es
not a crime. (A more complete discussion is at paragr aph VIli
F.1)
(d) Obscenity

The Supreme Court defined obscenity in  Miller wv.
California as owhet her to t he average per s
contemporary community standards, the dominant theme of the
materi al taken as whol e appeal s t
OPrurientdé means materi al having en
thoughts, below normal or healthy sexual desires. It is grossly
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offensive to modesty, decency, or propriety. It shocks the moral

sense, because of its vulgar, filthy, or disgusting nature, or its

tendency to incite lustful thought. It must violate community

standards. For example, the First Amendment does not protect

possession of child pornography. Child pornography is
depictions of coactual childrendéd under
sexually explicit acts.  Ashcroft v. Free Speech Coalition

(e) Fraudulent misrepres entation

Fraud, perjury, libel, and slander are not protected under
the First Amendment. A fraud is a misrepresentation of a
material fact and is intended to cheat people out of their
property. Libel and slander are false and malicious statements
about another . Perjury is lying under oath.

() True threats

A true threat is a crime. T he defendant must intentionally
and knowingly communicate a threat ; that is, a clear or present
determination or intent to injure someone presently or in the
future. Secondly, the speaker must make the threat under
circumstances that would cause a reasonable person to believe
that he is serious about executing the threat. A more complete
discussion is at paragraph VIl F.2.

3. Peaceful Assembly

The people may a ttempt to assemble and exercise their
First Amendment freedoms on private property, non -public
forums, and public forums. The right of the people to assemble
in these areas is described below.

A speaker does not have a First Amendment right to
express his views on anot her p erivaseopnopesty. pA
grocery store owner, for example, can stop an anti -war activistos
speech in his store, and if the activist refuses to leave, sue or
seek to prosecute for trespassing.

Non-public forums are under government control ; but,
are not open for public expression. Military bases are non -
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public forums. The Federal Law Enforcement Training Center is
another. The government can prohibit demonstrations on
FLETC for security reasons and to reduce student distractions.

Public forums are where the people have traditionally
exercised First Amendment freedoms. Public forums include
public streets, si dewalks, and parks. The U.S. Park Service has
jurisdiction over o ne -frequentedhpeblicnati onds
forums - the National M all.

The people, however, do not have unfettered access to
public forums. Demonstrators cannot march down a public
street anytime they wish. The government can require
demonstrators to get a permit. Permits may restrict the time,
place, and manner of e xpression. Time, place, and manner
restrictions have the incidental by -product of interfering with
the speaker 6s message,; however, they w
serve a significant government purpose and are not intended to
restrict the s pe@knere ompletraliscasaignas.
at paragraph VIII D.2.)

FOURTH AMENDMENT
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses,
papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures,
shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon
probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and
particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons
or things to be seized.

B. Fourth Amendment

The Fourth  Amendment prohibits  unreasonable
government searches and seizures. These rights are covered in
more detail in a following chapter; however, some general
principles are described below.

The Fourth Amendment protectgs o0t he
those having a substantial connection to the United States.
People inside the United States, its territories, or possessions
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have such a connection, whether they are U.S. citizens or not.

U.S. citizens receive Fourth ~ Amendment protections, whether in

the United States or abroad. Still, not everyone is protected.

For example, the Fourth Amendment does not apply when a

DEA agent searches a foreign national o
country.

A 0searchdé under the Fourth Amendmer
government intrusion into a place where the people have a
reasonable expectat ion of privacy (e.g., a house). The Fourth
Amendment does not regulate searches by private citizens. To
be reasonable under the Fourth Amendment, government
agents are normally required t o0 get a warrant supported by
probable cause.

FIFTH AMENDMENT
No person shall be held for a capital or otherwise infamous crime,
unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in
cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia , when
in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any
person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in
jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal
case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life ,
liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private
property be taken for public use without just compensation.

C. Fifth Amendment

Many concepts covered under the Fifth Amendment will
be addressed in later legal courses, but several terms deserve
explanation.

1. Double Jeopardy

Double jeopardy means to be tried twice, by the same
sovereign, for the same offens e. The Constitution prohibits
prosecutors from repeated prosecutions until a conviction is
ultimately obtained. Thus, once the accused is acquitted, the
same sovereign cannot retry the defendant for the same crime,
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even if he confesses to his guilt or ne  w evidence is found. The
following situations, however, are NOT double jeopardy:

(@) Dual Sovereignty

One who commits a single act, which violates the laws of
two sovereigns, can be tried by both. For example, someone
who robs a federally insured bank in Brunswick, Georgia, can
be prosecuted by the state and, regardless of the state court
verdict, can be prosecuted again for the sam e acts in federal
district court.

(b) Mistrial

A mistrial is a serious procedural error that stops the
trial. If at any time prior to the verdict, a judge declares a
mistrial, the trial becomes void and does not prevent the
accused from being tried again. A mistrial might be declared in
any case in which the judge feels the ends of justice cannot be
served.

(c) Nolle prosequi (nol pros)

Nolle prosequi is a formal entry upon the record by the
prosecutor by which he or she declares that the government will
not further prosecute the case, either as to some of the counts,
or some of the defendants, or both. A nol pros does not bar
prosecution at a later time, as long as the nol pros is made
before the swearing of the jury in a jury trial or before the
swearing of the first witness in a bench trial.

(d) Remand of the case

A remand is when an appellate court sends a case back to
the trial court due toa n error committed in the original trial.

2. Self-Incrimination
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The self-incrimination  clause of the Fifth Amendment is
covered in depth in a following chapter, but some general
observations are appropriate. While the Fourth Amendment
concerns government searches for physical e  vidence, the Fifth
A me n d me n teld-scrimisation (SI) clause focuses on
government interrogations seeking communicative evidence.
Government interrogation means words or actions likely to elicit
an incriminating response (e.
Communicative or testimonial evidence from the suspect can be

ver bal (e.g., O0Yes I-vertal (dadldging); imany t t e n,

case, however, it requires the accused to use a thought proce SS
about the crime. Booking information, finger prints and
physical evidence do not require a thought process and
therefore, do not present a Fifth Amendment (SI) issue.

3. Grand Jury Indictment

Al | 0 i ndf aamoinmas be prosecuted by grand jury
indictment. ol nfamousd means f el

4. Due Process of Law

No person may be denied life, liberty or property without
due process of law. Due Process is a body of rules and
procedures incorporated into our judicial system . Due Process
directly impacts several important law enforcement practices
such a s show -ups, line -ups, and photo arrays.
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SIXTH AMENDMENT

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right
to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and
district wherein the crime shall have been committe d, which
district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be
informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be
confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory
process for obtaining Witnesses in his favor, and to have the
Assistance of Counsel for his defense.

D. Sixth Amendment

Many of the federal criminal procedural rules have their
origins in the Sixth A mendment. It is the basis for several
important rights:

1. Speedy Trial

The Sixth Amendment affords an accused the right to
speedy trial . As a result of the Speedy Trial Act of 1974, 18
U.S.C. 8§ 3161, all persons charged with a federal crime must be
brought to trial within specified timeframes.

2. Confrontation of Witnesses

The Sixth Amendment affords the accused the right to
confront  the witness es against him. This right provides the
accused with the most effective way of challenging the accuracy
of testimony, and it is the only fair way to permit a jury to
decide what weight it will give the testimony.

3. Compulsory Process
The Sixth provides the defendant with the power to

subpoena witnesses in his behalf, thus balancing the
prosecutionds powetmesses@gainsttheppocesada  wii

50

Constitutional Law



4. Assistance of Counsel

The defendant has a Sixth Amendment right to assistance
of counsel regarding the offenses with which he is charged.

5. Informed of the Nature and Cause of Charges

This right forms the basis for the Initial Appearance . lItis
typically at the Initial Appearance when the Criminal Complaint
and Search Warrant are returned, that the accused is first
formally told of the charges and informed of other constitutional
rights.

6. Venue

Jurisdiction is the power and authority of a court to deal
with a person or parti  cular subject matter. Original jurisdiction
for the prosecution of federal crimes rests with the Federal
District Court. Venue deals with the actual location of the
trial. Absent extraordinary circumstances, venue is proper (the
trial will take place) in the State and district where the crime
was committed.

EIGHTH AMENDMENT

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed,
nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

E. Eighth Amendment

The purpose of bail is not to punish, but rather to allow
the pretrial release from custody of a person who is presumed
innocent until proven otherwise. At the same time, bail
provides the government with a reasonable assurance that the
defendant will , in fact, appear at the next stage in the judicial
proceedings. What 1is considered
determine, but generally the bail should be the absolute
minimum that will reasonably assure the appearance of the
accused (see 18 U.S.C. § 3141 et seq.).
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F. Fourteenth Amendment

The Bill of Rights limits the power of the federal
government. Following the Civi | War, Congress enacted the
Fourteenth Amendment, which selectively incorporates the
fundamental rights in the Bill of Rights and makes them
applicable to the states. Today, if a federal law enforce ment
officer conducts an unreasonabl e search and seizure, that
officer violates the Fourth Amendment. If a state law
enforcement officer does so, he violates the Fourth Amendment
as made applicable to the states through the Fourteenth
Amendment .

V. Crimi nal Justice Components from the Constitution

Various components of the criminal justice system may
be traced directly to the Constitution and its amendments. For
instance, the right to a trial by jury is found in Article lIl,
Section 2.

The amendment s incorporate  many  additional
components of the criminal justice system. The Fourth
Amendment protects people from unreasonable searches and
seizure of their persons and properties. The Fifth Amendment
includes the rights to be free from compelled self -incriminating
testimony, to generally have felony cases presented to juries for
indictments, to be free of double jeopardy and to enjoy the
fundamental fairness of due process. The Sixth Amendment
guarantees the defendant rights at trial. For instance, th e
accused is assured of a Ospeedy and pub
jury, the venue for a trial, the right to be informed of the
charges, to confront witnesses, to subpoena witnesses and to
have the assistance of counsel. The Eighth Amendment
protects the defendant from excessive bails or cruel and
unusual punishment.
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VI.  Controlling Speech under the First Amendment

[This section is intended for LMPT students.]

A. Generally

The people have a First Amendment right to express their
thoughts and ideas in public forums. Expression can be
of fensi ve, -ARmemi c aaethieless, expression is
protected unless the government can prove it falls within one of
the unprotected categories in paragraphs E and F, below.
Rights of expression are greatest in public forums as th  ese are
the places where the people have traditionally exercised their
First Amendment rights.

B. Government Action

The First Amendment provides that o0C
nolaw ¢ abridging the freedom speech, or
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for redress of grievances. ¢
Amend ment restricts Congress; in practice, it protects the
people from any branch of government, state or federal.

Following the Civil War, Congress enacted the Fourteenth
Amendment, which selectively incorporates the fundamental
rights in the Bill of Rights a  nd makes them applicable to the
states. Today, if a federal law enforcement officer  unduly
restricts expression, that agent violates the Fi rst Amendment.
If a state law enforcement office r does so, he violates the First
Amendment as made applicable to th e states through the
Fourteenth Amendment . Private action, however, never trigge rs
First Amendment protections or any other constitutional
protection, for that matter, no matter how unreasonable it
might be.

C. Expression

The First Amendment rights of freedom of speech or of
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble are
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often grouped together and called freedom of expression. The
First Amendment protects the people from unreasonable
government restrictions expressing their thoughts and ideas.

The people have expressed themselves through the
written word, the spoken word, symbols, and conduct. The
Federalist Paper s, for example, were a series of articles written
by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay to gain
support for the Constitution,. Dr . Mar t
Dreamd6 speech was a <catalyst behind th
1964. Symbols and co nduct also receive First Amendment
protection when there is intent to convey a particular message
and the likelihood is great that the message will be understood
by those who view it.

From a law enforcement perspective, the point to
remember is this:  th e First Amendment protects both ideas. Itis
not the governmentdés place to control
wrong, offensive, or anti  -American . In essence, the Constitution
gives the people the right to express their ideas, and the
responsibility to pick th e best one. Those ideas are protected
unless shown likely to produce a clear and present danger of
serious substantive evil that rises far above just offending
someone. Some examples of protected expression follow:

o Expressing disapproval (through the sp oken word)
of Canadads decision not to suppo
Freedom by sheutChngdadoFas t he
Canadian flag passed in a parade.

o Expressing disapproval (through the written word)
of the Vietnam War by -sehging the
Dr aft 6 ockoftalaeket.b a

o Expressing disapproval of American policy (through
speech and conduct) by dousing an American flag
with kerosene, setting it on fire, and chanting,
OAmerica, the red, white, and blu

o Wearing and displaying symbols of rac ial
superiority, like the Nazi uniform and Swastika.
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D. Government Restrictions

Historically, the government has attempted to restrict
expression for two reasons.

1. Content -Based Restrictions
First, the governrment may not | i ke a speaker os
may fear that the idea will offen  d the listener and try to restrict
it. These ar e -boacsoendtée nrtest ri cti ons. They a

control the communicative impact of the message on the
listener.  Content -based restrictions are subject to strict
scrutiny by the courts and almost invar iably struck down.

OWhen the Nazis Cahieedom dor Spéechk i e

We Hated by Philippa Strum provides an
government, content - based restrictions on speech. In the late

197060 s, t he Chicago suburb of Skoki e
Jewish. One out of every six Jewish citizens was a survivor or

directly related to a survivor of the Holocaust. When a neo -Nazi

group announced its intention to demonstrate there in 1977,

t he city enacted ordinances prohi biti
markingsa nd c¢cl ot hing of symbolic significa
ordinances prohibited the Nazis from wearing their brown -shirt

uniforms and flying the Swastika. These government

restrictions were intended to protect Jewish citizens from the

communicative impact(s hock affect) of the Nazisb®
such, they restricted ideas and were st ruck down by the courts.

Ironically, a Jewish a ttorney working for the American Civil

Liberties Union won the case for the Nazis.

Finding government action content  -based is no rmally its
death blow. In strictly scrutinizing such action, the court will
require the government to prove that restricting the idea not
only serves a compelling state interest, but is also narrowly
drawn to achieve that end. Of course, averting violent clashes
between two competing crowds (the Nazis and the Jews) is a
compelling state interest. That, however, is not enough. The
government must also show that the state interest is not
achievable through some alternative other than restricting the
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message. For example, if the police can control the crowd to
avert violence, the restriction is not narrowly drawn, and the

court tosses it into the unconstitutiona | scrap heap. More often
the government is unable to prove to the court why the police
cannot co ntrol the crowd.

The following are examples of unconstitutional, content -
based government restrictions intended to control the
communi cative impact on the listener.

o A Texas statute that prohibited the desecration of a
state or national flag in a way whic h seriously
offends one or more persons likely to observe that
act.

o Reducing a Ku Klux Klan march in Washington
D.C. from 14 blocks to 4 based on the crowds
potentially violent reaction to t

2. Content -Neutral Restrictions in Public Forums

The second reason the government may restrict
expression has not hing t o do wi t h t he
Content -neutral restrictions seek to avoid some evil
unconnected to the message. Because they are not aimed at
controlling ideas, content -neutral restrictions receive less
scrutiny and are much more likely to pass cons titutional
muster.

Content -neutral restrictions allow the government to
control expression in  public forums . There are three potential
forums or places for expression 0 private property, non -public
forums, and public forums. A speaker does not have a First
Amendment right to express his views
property. A grocery store owner, fo  r example, can stop an anti -
war activistds speech i n his store. | f
the owner can sue or seek to prosecute for trespassing.
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Non-public forums are under government control; but,
are not open for public expression. Military bases are non -
public forums. The Federal Law Enforcement Training Center
(FLETC) is another. The government can prohibit
demonst rations on FLETC for security reasons and to reduce
student distractions.

Public forums are where the people have traditionally
exercised First Amendment freedoms. They include public
streets, sidewalks, and parks. The U.S. Park Service has
jurisdiction  over one of th e nat i o n-drequented Public
forums, the National Mall.

Nonetheless, people do not have unfettered access to
public forums . Demonstrators cannot march down a public
street anytime they wish. Th e government can require
demonstrators to get a permit. Permits may restrict the time,
place, and manner of express ion. Time, place, and manner
restrictions may have the incidental by -product of interfering
with the speaker6s message; however, th
serve a significant government purpose, are enforced in a
content -neutral manner, and do not allow government agents to
use their own discretion about when to issue a permit. Federal
law enforcement officers  must strictly adhere to the guidelines
in the permitting process. Some examples follow:

o The U.S. Park Service may require an organization
to obtain a permit that restricts the time of its
demonstration in  order to prevent one
demonstration from interfering with another.

o The Park Serviceds permitting prc
where the demonstration takes place in order to
prevent demonstrations from blocking traffic.

o The permit may require sound amplification devices
(bull horns) to remain under a certain amplification
level in order to prevent the demonstration from
unduly disturbing other people using the park.
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E. Unprotected Conduct

Conduct receives less First Amendment protection tha n
other types of expression for a couple of reasons. First, the
Supreme Court rejects the view that all conduct can be labeled
First Amendment expression simply because the person
engaging in it intends to express an idea. The Constitution
protects the e xposition of thoughts and ideas; violence and
destruction of anot heprotecied mxpeegsien: ty i s n
Mor eover, i n criminalizing such behavi
intent is to stop destructive behavior, not ideas. Examples of
unprotected conduct fol  low:

o A defendant may be charged with 18 U.S.C. § 111,
assaulting a U.S. Marine on account of his service
in Iraq. The statute is  content -neutral because itds
intended to protect federal employees, not thoughts
and ideas about the war.

o A defendant may be charged with burning an
American flag in violation of an ordinance
prohibiting outdoor fires. The ordinance is

intended to stop forest fires, not demonstrators
from dishonoring the flag.

o A state criminal statute may prohibit cross bur ning
in a public pl ace if done with the intent to
intimidate any person or group of persons . The

statute distinguishes protective, albeit offensive
expression (symbols identifying the Ku Klux Klan),
from criminal conduct (intentional intimidation)

F. Unprotected Speech

While other forms of expression (speech, words, symbols,
and pictures) receive higher protection than conduct, t hey, too,
may fall outside the c onstitutional umbrella. The Supreme
Court has identified categories of unprotected speech that the
government can prohibit. Those categories are defined based
on the subject matter of the speech and are exceptions to the
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rule that the government may not regulate the message of the
speaker.

1. Fighting Words

Fighting words are personally abusive epithet s which,
when addressed to the ordinary citizen, are reasonably likely to
provoke a violent reaction. More than profanity, they are an
invitation to fight. Profane words, alone, unaccompanied by
any evidence of violent arousal, are not fighting words and are,
therefore, protected.

Fighting words are often proscribed under disorderly
conduct statutes. For instance, 36 C.F.R. 2.34 prohibits speech
that is intentionally threatening or menacing. For example:

o Sheriff Deputies had probable cause to arrest t he
defendant for fighting words. From a short
distance, the defendant faced the victims,
repeatedl|l y--yetu) édcafled one victi
son-of-a b----, 6 and made <clucking sounct
chicken, as if one of the victims was afraid to fight.
The court also considered that the night before, the
defendant had brandished a knife toward the
victims, which increased the chance for violence.
That the victims exercised restraint did not change
the result. A reasonable onlooker could believe that
the defendant 0s actions wer e a dire
insult and an invitation to fight.

o However, a Nazi demonstrator is not using fighting
words when he says to a crowd, oT
big lie, made up by the f -—-—-i ng Jews. 6 Standi
alone, these words are not an  invitation to fight.
The fighting words  doctrine is at its narrowest, if it exists
at all, with respect to by speech directed at public officials like

police officers. Police officers are expected to exercise a higher
degree of restraint than the average citize n. Moreover,
Americans have a  constitutional right to criticiz e their
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government and government officials. In Lewis v. City of New

Orleans , the Supreme Court found  unconstitutional a municipal

ordinance that made it a c¢crime ofor al
curse or revile or to use obscene or opprobrious language

toward or with reference to any member of the city police while

engaged i n the perf ormance of duty. o
oppose or challenge police action without thereby risking arrest

is one of the principal characteristics by which we distinguish a

freenaton from a police state. |l nisessence,
not a crime. For example:

o A  woman telling a polhfd-e of fice
mother f ---i ng pol i ce. | 6 m goi ng
Superintendent of Pol i ceetedabout t
expression.

o An Arkansas state trooper was denied qualified

immunity for a constitutional tort after arresting
the plaintiff for oflipping him o

o But, distinguish mere criticism of police action
(contempt of cop) from actual interference with | aw
enforcement activities. A U.S. Park Service ranger
was in the process of making an arrest, when the
defendant (an onlooker) yelled statements of police
br ut al-i thig, f ---dHat, and thisisf ---ked. 0

The ranger told the defendant to back up. Instead,
the defendant clenched his fists, stuck out his
chest, stepped forwgrodi,, and hyel | e

courtwasnotconcerned wi th the defendant ds
verbal criticism, but sustained a conviction for

violating 36 C.F.R. 2.329(a)(2) 0 violating the lawf ul

order of a government agent during law

enforcement actions.

2. True Threats

While the people may criticize, they may not threaten
Federal statutes that proscribe true threats are:
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. Title 18 U.S.C. A 115 states in p
éthreatens to assaul torgememt Feder al
officer (or a member of her immediate family) with
i ntent to € interfere with such
engaged in the performance of official duties, or
with intent to retaliate against such official e. It
al so prohibits a similafréo tthree at (
of ficerds past service.

o Title 18 U.S.C. § 844 , regarding fire or explosives,

states in part that oOWhoever, thr
mai | é or ot her i nstrument of
commerce, willfully makes any thr
an attempt to Kkill, inju re, or intimidate any
individual or to unlawfully damage or dest roy any

buil di nge.

o Title 18 U.S.C. § 8 76(c), states in part that
O0Whoekerowi ngldgposits or causes to be
delivered ( through the use of the mail ), any threat
to injure the person of the addressee or of
anot her é

True threats have common characteristics. They express
a present determination or intent to hurt someone, now or in

the futuwlekillolyoud shows a present d e
Conditional threats, however, are not punishable when the
condit ion negates the threat (e.g., 0| w okl lyal if 1 were

y 0 u n g e rOndhe .other hand, conditions that are likely to
become true may amount to true threats.
kill you when | get out of o¢rdgsimby. 6 Fina
amount to a true threat if he announces a condition he cannot
lawfully make, e. g. , ol f you say anytt
spend time in the hospital.o

The crux of a true threat Is this: would a reasonable
person hearing the words believe the defendant was seriou S
about carrying out the threa t? Whether t he defendant was
serious, in fact, is not an element. H owever, an utterance in
jest or conditioned on a variable that cannot occur (being
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younger) is not a threat. Moreover, the defendant need not

communicate the threat to the intended v ictim.

Communic ating the threatto a  third party is sufficient. F  inally,

the defendant does not have to spell out how he will hurt the

victim, A reasonabl e person may believ
you spend time in the hospital o is a ti
might be true threats under 18 U.S.C. § 115 if made under

circumstances that would lead a reasonable person to believe

the speaker was serious:

o The speaker tells a U.S. Park ranger during the
execution of an arrest, -0166m goin
Howeveroulod ki ck your ass i f I W €

not a true threat.

o The speaker sees a U.S. Park ranger at the mall and
says, OYouodr e--t that arrestedi mpe tdo b
years ago. |l dm geidg to kick you

o Defendant sees a U. S. Park ranger
ma l | and says, oYour wi fe arrest
ago. |l dm going. 6o kick your a

o The speaker sees a U. S. Par k ran:
t he mall and says, oYour wife arr
ago. Neither of you wil!/ l i ve to
3. Advocating Imminen t Lawless Action

Historically, people have not only criticized their country,
but advocated that laws be ignored and the government
overthrown. Government restrictions on speech that advocates
lawles sness is tightly circumscribed when the advocacy occurs
in public. Advocating lawlessness in public is punishable when
two conditions are satisfied. First, the advocacy must be
directed to inciting or producing imminent lawless action.
Consequently, advocating lawlessness at some future time is
protected. Secondly, the advocacy must be likely to incite or
produce lawlessness. So even if the speaker advocates
immediate lawlessness, the crowd must still be receptive to the
idea. Brandenbur gv. Ohio. Some examples follow:
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o Advocating imminent lawlessness: During a public

demonstration, a speaker yells at
a Musl i m, then youdre responsi bl
this, the non -Muslim crowd cheers in approval.

The speaker continues 0See that store ove
pointing t o a grocery store. C
Mus !l i ms. Let 0s gi ve t hem a tast

medi cine and bust out their windo
crowd cheers louder and even begins to pick up
rocks as if they might throw them a t the store

windows.

o Advocacy based on a contingency that does not
incite imminent lawlessness: During a
demonstration, a speaker yell s,
violates international law. Unless U.S. troops are
pulled out of Iraq, we are going to come back an d
give President Bush a taste of what war is like and
torch government buil dings. o The
agreement.

o Advocacy that is not likely to incite lawlessness:
During a demonstration about the war in Irag, a
demonstrator yell s, e hdingtoe 6s no w
make me go to Iraq. If they try to send me, the first
guy I 61 1 shoot wi || be George B
laughs.

Advocating lawlessness is sometimes called political
speech. Although advocati ng lawlessness in public speech is
generally protected; pri vately directing or soliciting the
commission of a crime is not.

4. Creating a clear and present danger

Comments that place the public in fear of an impending
peril are punishable. F or example, telephoning security
personnel at a feder al buil ding and sa\)
t he bui |Qhijokigg.with a flight attendant  on an airline
and saying , 01 6 ve got O6Tae bbnobnthyeat is punishable
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under 18 U.S.C. § 844, above. The joke (false information)
about the bomb on the airplane is punishable under 18 U.S.C.
§ 32.

5. Obscenity

The Supreme Court defined obscenity this way: owhet he
to the average person, applying contemporary community
standards, the dominant theme of the material taken as a whole
appeals to prurient interes t s . 0 OPrurienté means
having a tendency to excite lustful thoughts, below normal or
healthy sexual desires. Obscenity is grossly offensive to
modesty, decency, or propriety. It shocks the moral sense,
because of its vulgar, filthy, or disgustin g hature, or its
tendency to incite lustful thought. It must violate community
standards. Child pornography violates community standards of
decency, so long as it depicts actual children under the age of
18 engaged in sexually explicit acts. Ashcroft v. Free Speech
Coalition . Several federal statutes pr oscribe obscenity. 18
U.S.C. 8§ 2252A proscribes possession of child pornography that
has been transported in interstate commerce. 18 U.S.C. § 1460
prohibits possession with intent to sell or the sale of any
obscene material on federal property.
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Introduction

Evidence is the backbone of every criminal prosecution.
Unless evidence is properly collected, preserved , and presented,
the evidence will not be admissible in court, and the jury cannot
consider it no matter how important or powerful it may be. To
ensure that evidence is collected and preserved in a way that it
can be admitted, you must have a general appr eciation of some
fundamentals of the Federal Rules of Evidence. 1

The jury decides what to do with the evidence that is
admitted at trial and how much weight to give it. The jury may
consider the evidence as powerful proof or they might disregard
it al together. Collecting evidence in a way that complies with
the Federal Rules of Evidence not only ensures that the judge
will admit it complying with the rules also makes the evidence
more convincing to  juries .

The law enforcementcommu nity uses the word oOev
in many ways. For purposes of this Chapter, evidence refers to
anything that either side - the prosecution or the defense -
offers in court to prove or disprove something.

A. Forms of Evidence

Evidence comes in several forms:

o Testimonial. A witness takes the stand, is placed
under oath, and answers questions.

o Real. Real evidence is physical - it is something
you can actually touch or see. Items that are
found, collected, seized or otherwise obtained
become exhibits and can be offere d into
evidence. Guns, drugs, or documents are
common forms of real evidence. Real evidence will
be given an exhibit number when offered into

evidence (Prosecution Exhibit ; Defense
Exhibit ).
L All cited Federal Rules of Evidence can be found in the companion book,

Legal Division Referen ce Book, in the s egment entitled o0Selected
Rules of Evidence . 0
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o Demonstrative . Demonstrative evidence consists
of items that demonstrate or illustrate something to
the jury such as models, charts, and graphic aids.

B. Admissibility

The judge decides the admissibility of the evidence.
When evidence is offered, the  opposing party may object. If the
objection is overruled, the evidence is received and the jury may
consider it in deciding the verdict. If the objection is sustained,
the evidence is not admitted and the jury may not consider it.
The judge applies the Federal Rules of Evidence (FRE) in
deciding whether to admit evidence.

C. Applicability of the Feder al Rules of Evidence

The FRE apply only to trials, and with the exception of

privileges, they do not apply at initial appearance s, detention
and identity hearings, preliminary hearing s, arraignment s,
Grand Jury hearings, sentencing proceedings, or appeals.

The FRE also do no t limit what information officers may
consider when investigating a case. For example, officers may
consider hearsay information when conducting an investigation
or deciding whether there is reasonable suspicion or probable
cause.

I. The Procedural Stages of a Criminal Trial

A. Suppression Hearings (Motion Hearings)

If there is evidence one side does not want the jury to
hear or see, they will file a motion to suppress or exclude the
evidence. Most often, it is the defense that files suppression
motions and usually because they claim that evidence was
unlawfully seized or a confession improperly obtained. Law
enforcement officers frequently testify at suppression hearings.

The jury is not present and the judge will decide whether the
evidence will be admitted and go to the jury.
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If the judge grants a motion to suppress, the jury will n ot
know about the evidence. If the judge denies a motion to
suppress, the evidence may be presented to the jury.

B. Voir Dire

During voir dire the lawyers question the potential jurors
and the jury is selected.

C. Opening Statements by Counsel

At this stage lawy ers tell the jury what they expect the
evidence will show. The defense may reserve their opening
statement unt il after conclusion of t
These statements by counsel are not evidence.

D. The Case -in -Chief

The pr osecut-inecnhd se ik@isaln@avn as the
case on Othe merits. o The government g
calling witnesses and offering exhib  its. The defense may cross -
examine any witness that is called and may challenge the
admissibility of exhibits. If the withess is cross -examined, the
prosecution may -dciornedcutc& eax adbmienat i on. T
be further re -cross and re -direct. The pro secution always goes
first because the burden is on the government to prove the
def enda n tbéysnd gaueadortable doubt.

E. The Defense Case

The defense is never required to present evidence
because the burden is, and always remains , on the government
to prove the defendant ohse guiolsteecut Joasds
case, any defense witnesses presented can be cross -examined,
defense exhibits can be objected to, and there can be re -direct
guestioning of witnesses.

F. The Rebuttal Case

If the defense pres ents a case, the prosecution may offer
rebuttal evidence. In the rebuttal case, the prosec ution may
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only present evidence that rebuts or challenges the evidence
that the defense presented. If the prosecution presents a
rebuttal case, the defense may then rebut what the prosecution
just presented. The rebuttal cases continue until all rebuttal
evidence has been presented.

G. Closing Argument

During closing arguments , the lawyers tell the jury what
they think the evidence showed. The lawyers may argue only
that which was admitted into evidence. Argument by counsel is
not evidence.

H. The Charge to the Jury

Duri ng o0t he(ingtrictonsyte the jury, the judge
will tell the jury what the law is so the jury may apply the law to
the facts in reaching the verdict. After deliberation the jury will
announce the verdict.

l. Sentencing

If the defendant is found guilty of any offens e the judge
will conduct a sentencing hearing. This does not involve the
jury except in capital (death penalty) cases in which the jury
will be asked to make certain findings.

J. Post-Trial Proceedings

There are many different appeal procedures that the
defendant may attempt to use.

. Relevant Evidence

A. The Requirement for Evidence to be Relevant

Evidence must be relevant to be admissible. Evidence is
relevant if it has any tendency to prove or disprove a fact that is
in issue in the trial.
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Evidence which tends to: (a) prove (or disprove) an
element of the crime charged, (b) prove or rebut a defense, or (c)
concerns t he credibility (believability) of a witness is always
relevant. Evidence does not always have to be the smoking
gun. If evidence has any tendency to prove a part of the case -
directly or indirectly - the evidence is relevant. Law
enforcement office rs must find and collect all evidence because
what might not appear relevant at first may become relevant
later.

B. Other Crimes, Wrongs, and Acts of the Defendant
(Uncharged Misconduct)

The government is required to prove the elements of the
offenses with which the defendant is charged. Evidence of
crimes or other acts that are not ch arged or relevant to prove a
charged offense are inadmissible.

Specifically, the prosecution cannot offer evidence of the

defendant s uncharged misconducd to pro
he must have done i t againd or that tbhde def end
person.6 This is opropensity evidenced and
The prosecution, however, may offer other acts of the defendant
- to include bad or criminal acts - if those acts help prove the
charged cri me, i mpeach a witness, or
testimony.

Examples:

o Motive. Does a prior act tend to prove the

defendant &8s moti ve gedcrime?mmi t t he

prior altercation between the defendant and the
victim is admissible to prove motive for a later
assault. In a bank fraud case, evidence that the
defendant had outstanding debts is admissible to
prove the motive for using a false name on a b ank

loan.
o Intent.  Does a prior act tend to prove whether the
defendant had a specific intent to commit the
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charged offense? One case held that a prior
conviction for distribut ing drugs was admissible to
prove intent in a charge for conspiracy to distribute
drugs.

o Knowledge. Do t he defendantds acts te
the defendant knew a certain fact? Evidence of a
| arge number of firearms found i
house would be admissible to prove the defendant
knew he had firearms in his home, even if he was
only charged with possessing one firearm in
connection with drug trafficking.

o Plan or preparation. Do the defendantds act
to prove how the defendant planned or prepared for
the charged crime? In a trial for ca  rnal knowledge
(sex with a minor), evidence that the defendant gave
marijuana to the victim before having sex is
admi ssible to show the defendant
the victimbés resistance.

o Opportunity to commit the crime. The
prosecution was permitted to show a photo of the
defendant holding a "large gun," taken before the
charged cri mes, to show defendant had access to
guns.

o Modus Operandi . If the d efendant has a particular
way of committing an offense, evidence of prior
offenses may be admitted to prove the defendant
committed the offense being tried.

o Identity of the perpetrator. Evidence that on a
prior occasion the def edd&retd, und
circumstances, committed an offense , may be
admissible to prove that the defendant was the

person who committed the charged offense.
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o Impeachment by contradiction. If the defendant
makes a factual claim while testifying, that fact can
be contradicted. The contradiction might include
evidence the defendant engaged in prior crimes or
misconduct if a defendant denies such past
wrongdoing. Another example would be if the
defendant claims she was never at a particular
location, the prosecution could rebut that
testimony with a prior conviction for an offense that
occurred at that very location.

o Predisposition to defeat entrapment. If a
defendant raises an entrapment defense, prior
criminal acts are admissible to prove that the
defendant was predisposed to commit the crime.

V. Direct and Circumstantial Evidence

Direct evidence tends to prove a fact di  rectly and without
the need to draw an inference or a conclusion. Direct evidence
most often comes from what a witness sees, hears, smells,
tastes, or touches. In contrast, circumstantial evidence (also
known as oOindirect evidenceod)inditeettpkds t o p
through an inference, deduction, or a conclusion. For example,
testi mony t hat 0The street was we t w h
mo r ni wauld be circumstantial evidence that it had rained
during the night .

Someti mes you Ohustacri,r couTnhsattant i al evi de
or 0The case was entirely circumstant
evidence can be very powerful, and sometimes is even more
reliable and convinci ng than eyewitness testimony. Most
physical evidence is circumstantial because it proves something
indirectly. For example, a ballistics test that proves a certain
gun fired a certain bullet is circumstantial evidence that the
defendant (who was found i n possession of the gun) killed the
victim. There is no rule that one type of evidence is more
powerful than another. The weight of different types of evidence
always depends on the case and the other evidence.
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V. Lay (And Expert) Witness Testimony

(Not all programs are responsible for the material in this
section. Check your course syllabus.)

Generally, a witness may only testify from personal
knowledge. Witnesses may offer their opinion only if they are
an expert or i f the matter is the prope
opinion. 6

Criminal trials often involve expert witness testimony due
to advances in forensic evidence such as fingerprint
identification, DNA, ballistics, toxicology, blood splatter (or
spatter), fiber comparison, tool and die marks, questioned
documents and similar disc  iplines. To testify about a scientific
or technical matter or other area of specialized knowledge, the
witness must be qualified by their knowledge, skill, expertise,
training, or education. (FRE 702). Recent Supreme Court cases
have emphasized that the  Confrontation Clause demands in -
court testimony of the experts who perform forensic analysis to
determine , for example , the identity of controlled substances
See the Confrontation Clause discussion below in the Hearsay
section.

Most law enforcement offi cers (LEOs) are not qualified to
testify as an expert in forensic areas if they have only
generalized police training. For example, while most LEOs have
had training in collecting latent prints and fingerprint
identification basics, they have insufficient qualifications to
testify in court about a fingerprint comparison. LEOs who have
had specialized training, education, knowledge or experience
can be qualified as experts.

A person who is not an expert witness is called a lay
witness . A lay witness may give an opinion only when: (a) the
opinion is rationally based on the wit ness?o perception a
personal knowledge, (b) the opinion is helpful to a clear

understanding of the witnessd testimony
a fact in issue, and (c) the opinion is not one that is based on

74

Courtroom Evidence



scientific, technical, or other specialized know ledge. In sum, a

lay witness may offer an opinion about matters that are within

the perception of an ordinary person that results, as one court

sai d, ofrom a process of reasoning far
Some examples of a proper lay witness opinion ar e:

A. Handwriting

Identification of handwriting if the witness has sufficient
familiarity with that handwriting. A secretary or co -worker, for
exampl e, mi g ht be sufficiently fami |l

handwritinghtato 6sayt . d
B. Voice

|l denti fi cat i o nvoicef(whetherphearing dt firgt s
hand or from a recording) provided the witness has heard the
voice before under circumstances where they knew who the
speaker was.

C. Emotional Condition
0She | ooked nervous. o oOHe was 1in pa
D. Not Requiring Scientific or Technical Knowledge

A witness maty Itoeoskteidf yl iokie bl ooddé bec
people know what blood looks like.

VI.  Witness Credibility and Impeachment

Witnesses ar e c afthéyar bebegpable &adcth | e 6
side in a trial wants their witnesses to be believed, and the jury
(or the judge in a bench trial without a jury) decides whether a
witness is credible and can elect to believe all, nothing, or part
of what a witness says.

A. Impeachment

Impeachment is an attack on the credibility of a witness.
Any witness who t estifies can be impeached. The impeachment
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evidence can be offered during cross -examination or can be
offered through the testimony of another witness.

Examples:
o Impeachment through cross -ex ami nati on. 0l snd
true that you must wear glasses to see d i stances?60
o | mpeachment by calling another \
Smith, who testified earlier, wears thick glasses,
doesndt he?b0
I f a witness is i mpeached, the jury
testimony less believable. The side that called the witness will
then be al | owed t o orehabilitatebo (to re:

credibility. For example, if a witness was impeached with
guestions about wearing glasses, the witness could be
rehabilitated with evidence that the prescription was current
and the witness was wearing cl  ean glasses in a correct manner.

While impeachment and rehabilitation occur in the
courtroom, both require facts to be effective . The prosecutor
depends on LEOs to find th ese facts. In particular, facts and
evidence must be collected when they can be used: (1) by the
Assistant United States Attorney ( AUSA) to impeach defense
witnesses; (2) by the defense to impeach government witnesses
(so the AUSA can prepare for it); and (3) by the AUSA to
rehabilitate government witnesses who are impeached at trial.

B. Factors that Affect Witness Credibility

1. Bias

A biased witness may tend to color or slant testimony.
Bias can arise when witnesses are related by blood o r marriage
to defendants or victims, or when they are members of similar
groups (gangs, places of worship, college fraternities). Bias may
also exist in other relationships such as fellow LEOs, former
prison cellmates, or partners  -in-crime.
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2. Motive to Fabricate Testimony

A witness with a stake in the outcome of the trial or a
vendetta against another witness or the other side may have a
motive to lie (motive and bias are similar). Motive is illustrated
by witnesses who are financially or emotionally dependent on
the defendant or withe sses who have a reason to help (or hurt)
the defendant. Co -defendants and co -conspirators are easily
attacked if they try to shift the blame toward the defendant.

3. Inability to Observe or Accurately Remember

A witness 0to ser artheat whatyhappened or an
impediment to the ability to remember or recall may be used to
impeach. Examples include witnesses who have problems with
vision or hearing, who were not in a position to see or hea r what
occurred, who were under the influence of alcohol or drugs at
the time of the event, or who have a mental impairment.

4. Contradiction

A common form of impeachment is to challenge the
testimony of a witness to show what was said is not true. A
witness who says the car was green can be impeached with
evidence that the car was in fact red.

5. Prior Inconsistent Statements

Perhaps the best possible impeachment is to contradict
witnesses with their own words from prior testimony, reports,
note s, or statements to others.

6. Specific Instances of Conduct that Indicate a
Witness is Untruthful

A witness may be cross -examined about his past conduct
if it wou Id indicate he is untruthful. The conduct does not have
to relate to the case being tried. Examples would include lying
in an investigation, forging checks, or engaging in acts of deceit.
LEOs who have engaged in  such conduct, on or off duty, might
have that conduct exposed in court.

77

Courtroom Evidence



7. Prior Convictions to Show Untruthfulness (FRE
609)

A prior conviction (NOT an arrest) can be used to impeach
any witness (including the defendant) who testifies. T he idea
behind allowing prior convictions in as evidence is that one who
has been convicted may be the type of person who is
untruthful. A prior conviction is NOT admissible to show the
defendant o0di d masthhve looe é ts maglaeé no
he is a bad person, and therefore committed the charged crime.
(This, remember, is propensity evidence which is inadmissible.)
Convictions that are less than 10 years old that are either felony
convictions for any offense, or misdemeanor convictions for
perjury or false statement, may be used to impeach a witness
who has testified. 2 The 10 years is measured from the date of
conviction or the date of release from confinement, whichever is
later. If the conviction is under appeal it may still be used.

Convi ctions that have been reversed or the subject of a pardon
may not be used. Generally, a juvenile adjudication may not be

used but the AUSA should be informed about any juvenile
adjudications.

VII.  Privileges

(Not all programs are responsible for the material in this
section. Check your course syllabus.)

Privileges are protections given to information shared
between people in specific relation ships. When a privilege
exists, it means that a person cannot be required to provide
certain information and can prevent others from doing so.
Ordinarily a witness can be required to testify at a grand jury or
a trial under threat of being held in contempt. However, if the
information is privileged, a person cannot be compelled to give
the information no matter how relevant and important it may
be. The courts developed the privileges used in federal criminal
trials.

2 Convictions more than 10 years old are admissible only if the judge
d et er miita mabative ¥alue, supported by specific facts and
circumstances, substantially outweighs its prejud icial effect . 0

o
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Privileges reflect societal concerns that certain
information - though relevant and important - will not be
revealed in order to promote some other societal good. For
example, in order to ensure that criminal defendants will
candidly communicate with their defense attorneys, the law
makes their communications privileged. Society has decided
that it is better to have clients talk to their lawyers than to
reveal attorney -client discussions.

A. Holders of a Privilege

The holder of a privilege is the person who can refuse to
divulge the privileged information. In some cases, certain
persons can exercise the privilege on behalf of the holder such
as when attorneys refuse to reveal what clients tell them.

B. Waiver of Privileges

The existence of a privilege means a person cannot be
made (or compelled) to provide information, not that the
information can not be used. For example, if a person holds a
valid privilege for which there is no exception, and the person is
subpoenaed to testify at the  grand jury or another proceeding
that person can lawfully refuse to divulge the information
without b eing held in contempt of court. On the other hand, the
person can waive the privilege and testify. In addition, if the
same informatio n is available through a non  -privileged source,
the information can be admitted at trial.

Unlike a waiver of Miranda rights, there is no special
method to have a person waive a privilege. Even if a person
holds a privilege, LEOs may sti Il attempt to question the person.

If the person answers the question, the privilege is waived.
LEOs should presume that the person may attempt to invoke
the privilege at a later proceeding. To guard against this
possibility, LEOs should obtain i ndependent information that
proves or corroborates what the holder of the privilege said.
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C. Privileges and the Rules of Evidence

The general rule is that FRE apply only during trials, and
not to other proceedings such as the initial appearance, the
preliminary hearing, arraignment, grand jury hearings,

sentencing proceedings, detention and identity hearings, and
appeals. An exception is that privileges apply to all
proceedi ngs.

D. The Federal Privileges

Not all federal privileges are discussed in this t ext but
only those that you will commonly encounter. Federal
privileges include:

o The 5th Amendment privilege against self -
incrimination.  This is the subject of the Self -
Incrimination chapter and will not be further
discussed here.

o The attorney -client privilege

o The husband -wife privileges .

o The psychotherapist -patient privilege

o The government -informant privilege
o The clergy -communicant privilege
E. Non-Federally Recognized Privileges

Some state courts may recognize other privileges that are
not recognized in federal criminal trials such as the (1) doctor -
patient (unless the doctor was a psychotherapist); (2)
accountant -client; (3) journalist -source 3; and (4) parent -child.

3 Some federal courts recognize there may be a qualified (limited) journa list -
source privilege.
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F. The Attorney -Client Privilege

The privilege covers communications - written or oral -
between attorney and client made during professional
consultation . It includes communications before payment for
services, and the privilege remains even if the attorney -client
relationship is severed such as when a client fires the lawyer.

The privilege exists to encourage clients charged or under
investigation with  a crime to speak candidly with their attorney
in order to obtain an adequate defense.

Elements of the privilege: (a) the attorney must be acting
as an attorney in a professional capacity, (b) the communication
must have been intended to be confidential, a nd (c) the
communication must have been confidential in fact.

The client holds the privilege. The attorney may exercise
the privilege for the client by refusing to divulge what the client
told the attorney.

The privilege does not apply when the attorney IS serving
in some function other than a legal adviser such as a mere
conduit for funds, real estate transactions, stock sales, or other
ordinary business transactions. Such dealings are not strictly
attorney functions.

While the privilege applies to co mmunications about past
crimes, it does not apply to the commission of future crimes
such as when the attorney and client are committing crimes
together, or the attorney is advising the client how to commit a
crime. Communications intended to facilitate o r conceal
criminal or fraudulent activity are also unprotected.

Attorney -client communications when a third person is
present or in a public place where people can overhear will
usually destroy the confidentiality of the communication and,
therefore, the privilege. The law recognizes, however, that if the
presence of a third person is essential for the attorney to
prepare a defense in a criminal case, then these third persons
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fall under the oumbrellad of the privil
legal secretar y, paralegal, defense -employed investigator, or
interpreter working for the attorney.

G. The Husband -Wife Privileges

There are two husband -wife privileges. The testimonial
privilege provides that people have the right to refuse to testify
against their spouses. This privilege extends to what the
spouse saw, was told, or knows, including information
discovered before the marriage. The testifying spouse holds this
privilege, and the privilege is waived if the spouse elects to
testify. The privilege ends with divorce.

The marital communication privilege, o n the other hand,
protects private communications between the spouses made
during the marriage. The communication does not have to be of
an intimate nature or even concern the marriage. A statement
i n private by a husband to his wife,
protected by this privilege. If the communication is made under
conditions that are not private - such as in the presence of their
children or friends - there is no private marital communication.

This privilege protects only those private communication S
between spouses made during the marriage, and this privilege
extends beyond divorce. The privilege is held by the spouse who
made the communication. More and more courts are holding

that this privilege belongs to both spouses.

The marital privileges ex ist to encourage husbands and
wives to communicate with each other and to preserve
marriages. There are several exceptions to the privileges such
as when the marriage is determined to be a sham, when a

spouse or the child of either spouse is the victim of the crime
charged, and in many circuits, when both spouses participated

in the crime.
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H. The Psychotherapist -Patient Privilege

Confidential communications between licensed
psychiatrists,  psychotherapists or social workers and their
patients in the course of psychotherapy diagnosis or treatment
are privileged. Though there is not a general doctor -patient
privilege, if the doctor is a psychiatrist or other mental health
professional, the psychotherapist -patient privilege may exist.
This privilege ex ists because effective psychotherapy depends
upon an atmosphere of confidence and trust.

A party asserting the psychotherapist -patient privilege
must show that the communications were made: ()
confidentially, (b) between a licensed psychotherapist and th e
patient, and (c) in the course of diagnosis or treatment. The
patient holds the privilege. The person providing the
psychotherapy may exercise the privilege on behalf of the
patient.

The privilege does not apply if the communications were
not confident ial. Statements made during the course of a group
therapy session or statements made by patients to others about
what they said to the psychotherapist would not be confidential.
Since this is a relatively new federal privilege, the Supreme
Court may late r recognize other exceptions that some states
already observe. For example, the privilege might not be
recognized if the patient communicates serious threats to
himself or others, or the patient and therapist were engaged in
a criminal enterprise.

l. The Clergy -Communicant Privilege

The Supreme Court has not specifically adopted the
clergy -communicant privilege though most circuits have.

A party asserting the clergy -communicant privilege  must
show that the communications were made: (a) to a member of
the clergy, (b)inthe cl er gy 6s spiritual and profes
and (c) with a reasonabl e expectation o
includes minister, priest, pastor, rabbi, or other similar leader
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of a religious organization, or an individual reasonably believed
to be so b y the person consulting him. The presence of others
necessary to communicate the information does not defeat the
privilege. The privilege exists to encourage people to
communicate with members of the clergy on spiritual matters.

The communicant holds th e privilege. The clergy may
exercise the privilege for the client by refusing to divulge what
the communicant said. If the communication was not on a
spiritual matter - such as a joint criminal enterprise - the
privilege will not apply.

J. The Governmen t-Informant Privilege

In the other privileges discussed so far, the privileged
information is what the person holding the privilege said. The
government -informant privilege is different in two respects: (a)
what is privileged is not the communication, but the identit y of

the infor mant and information that

identity and (b) the holder of the privilege is not the person who
made the communication, but the government to whom the
communication was made. The privilege exist s to encourage
people to report crime and cooperate with the police.

Not everyone who provides information to the government
is an informant for the purposes of this privilege. For example,
victims of crimes and LEOs provide information that does not
fall within the privilege. All agencies have special rules and
procedures to follow that bring informants under the umbrella
of this privilege, and LEOs must be sure that confidentiality is
not promised contrary to agency policy.

The government holds th e privilege. The AUSA will
exercise the privilege on behalf of the government. LEOs may
not reveal the identity of the informant unless directed to do so
by a judge or the AUSA.

A judge may order that the identity of a confidential

informantber eveal ed. |l f the judge deci
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identity should be revealed, the AUSA must either do so or

di smiss the <case. The judge wil/l not
identity to be revealed unless the info
and helpful to the  defense of an accused, and is essential to a

fair determination of the case. The proper balance depends on

the particular circumstances of each case taking into

consideration the crime charged, the possible defenses, the

possible significance of the info r mant 6s testi mony, and
relevant factors.

o If the informant is just a tipster or the source of
probabl e cause, t he i nformantds
usually be revealed.
o If the informant merely introduces the defendant to
an undercover agent, this will n ot usually require
the informantds identity to be r

transpires between the undercover agent and the
defendant is what is relevant.

o If the informant witnessed activities that are part of
either the governmentodés or the d
judge will have to decide whether revealing the

i nformantds identity 1s relevant
defense and necessary to a fair trial. Here the
chance that the informantdés i dent

becomes more likely.

o If the informant is a co -defendant, conspirator,
confederate, or a party to a charged offense, it is
l T kely that the informantods ident
VIIl.  Evidentiary Foundations

Evidence must be authenticated to be admissible in
court. Authentication shows that there are facts to prove that
the item is what the person offering the evidence claims it to be.

The process of authenticatingev i dence i n court is cal/l
a foundation. 6 The AUSA is responsible
for evidence using facts collected by  the law enforcement officer
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Even if the judge admits evidence, it does not mean the
jury has to place any value onit . For example, though a judge
may admit a gun into evidence, the jury does not have to believe
that the gun was the one that was found at the scene or used in
a murder.

A. Laying a Foundation

The attorney offer ing an item into evidence is required to
lay a foundation for it. A proper foundation consists of evidence

- usually in the form of testimony - that the item is what the

party offering it claims it to be. In other words, the lawyer
cannot simply <cl ai m, oThis is the
scene, 0 or 0The defendant prepared
A foundation is usually laid through the tes timony of a witness

who can say from personal knowledge that the exhibit being
offered in court is the one they saw, seized, or collected.

B. Marking/Tagging Evidence

The evidence tag documents where and when the
evidence was found and who found it. Proper marking, tagging
and bagging will ensure  that evidence can be authenticated
when it is offered in court. The evidence should be marked,
tagged, or bagged in such a way that the person who found or
seized it will recognize it in court.

C. Chain of Custody

An evidence tag documents where and when the evi dence
was found and who found it. A properly prepared chain of
custody document s where the evidence has been and who has
handled it from the time it was discovered until the time it is
offered in court. It also documents any alterations to the
evidence. The first entry on the chain of custody should be the
person who found the evidence. A chain of custody does not
eliminate the need to call a witness to lay a foundation and does
not subs titute for having the item in court. It can, however,
reduce the number of witnesses required, better ensure a
foundation, and protect the foundation from attack.
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D. Legal Admissibility and Preserving Trace Evidence

Evidence collectors have two challenges: (1) ensuring that
the evidence can be admitted in court; and (2) preserving the
it emds characteristics and associated
fingerp rint s, hair, and fiber evidence. Laying a foundation for
the admissibility of evidence does not satisfy evidence -handling
techniques designed to preserve trace evidence. Handling
evidence in a way that preserves trace evidence may not always
satisfy lega | admissibility rules. Law enforcement officers  must
collect and preserve evidence to ensure that both a foundation
can be laid in court and trace evidence is preserved.

E. Condition of the Evidence at the Time of Trial

There is no established legal standard that requires
evidence to be in a certain condition in court when compared to
how it appeared when it was collected. Usually it is sufficient
that the evidence is in the same or substantially the same
condition as when collected, and if there have been alterations,
that the alterations can be explained and are documented. For
example, if 20 grams of cocaine are seized and the laboratory
consumes .05 grams in laboratory an alysis, there will only be
19.95 grams of cocaine at the time of trial. This is not a problem
because the chain of custody will document that the cocaine
was sent to the laboratory, and the laboratory report will
document that .05 grams of cocaine was cons umed in analysis.
Mishandling evidence or alterations that cannot be documented
may mean being unable to lay a proper foundation. The
evidence may then be inadmissible. There is no limit to the
ways an evidentiary foundation can be challenged, but here are
some examples:

o The foundation witness cannot identify the exhibit
at trial.
o Unmarked, mismarked or incomplete tags, bags, or

chain of custody documents.

o Improperly recorded transfers of evidence on chain
of custody documents (Obrokendé ch
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o Failure to wear gloves or other protective garb and
obliterating trace evidence or contaminating the
scene (use proper trace evid ence handling
techniques; bring in a specially trained evidence
team when necessary).

o Improper storage of evidence such as un
refrigerated biological materials or computer disks
and magnetic tapes stored near excessive heat or a
magnetic source (consult e vidence handling
experts).

o Reuse of evidence tape, swabs, bags, or seals (these
items are cheap; discard contaminated or used
supplies).

o Documents or evidence marked in such a way that
the evidence is oOalteredo
fingerprint when  the item was marked? Did page
numbering of documents alter the meaning or
authenticity of the document?).

o Work done on originals of computer disks, photos,
documents, tape recordings or the like (make copies
and work with copies).

IX. Foundations for Bu siness Records and Public
Documents

(Not all programs are responsible for the material in this
section. Check your course syllabus.)

A. The Best Evidence Ru le (FRE 1001; 1002)

This is best remembered as
Wr i t i ng Beforle eopydmachines, carbon paper, and other
duplicating processes, copies of documents were made by hand.
This process lent itself to errors in copying, and what was
supposed to be a n exact copy was not always so. Though many
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of t he rul eds concerns have been resol
rule must be followed.

1. An 0Originalé

The original of a document is the actual document itself or
counterparts intended to be the equivalent of the original such

as identical doc uments executed by both parties at the same
time. An original of a photograph is any print made from the
negative . As to data stored on a computer or similar device, an
original is any printout or other output readable by sight,
shown to reflect the dat  a accurately.

2. oDuplicatesd

Duplicates include carbon copies, photocopies, or copies
made from other techniques that accurately reproduce the
original. A duplicate is admissible to the same extent as the
original unless a genuine question is raised as to the
authenticity of the o riginal, or it would be unfair to use a
duplicate instead of the original such as when a duplicate is of
poor quality or otherwise not legible. You must always, however,
endeavor to find and safeguard originals.

The Best Evidence Rule states that to prove the contents
of a writing, the original writing itself must be admitted into
evidence. Witnesses are not permitted to testify what a
document says over objection by counsel. If the document or
writing is available, it must be offered into evidence. Ther e are
exceptions such as when all originals have been lost or are
unobtainable, or the other side has the original and will not
produce it.

B. Self-Authentication

A foundation is required to introduce a busine ss record or
public record. Ordinarily the foundation is laid by the
custodian of the record who can state how the record was
created and maintained. Special rules, however, allow certain
document s and recorauwt heaot ibcecaSelba gl b
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authenticating records and reports do not require a witness to
testify and lay a foundation.

1. Public Records and Documents

The FRE permit documents that are public records to be
self-authenticating if they are accompanied by a seal or certified
as correct by the custodian. Federal agencies have established
procedures and the necessar y forms to provide public
documents and records under seal or to certify them. The
custodian does not have to lay a foundation for the document if
the document or record is certified or under seal. You do not
have to personally obtain these records by ha nd.

2. Business Records

The FRE permit business records to be self -
authenticating similar to public documents and reports. To
make business records self -authenticating , and avoid calling
the custodian to testify, the custodian must certify that:

. The rec ord was made at or near the time to which
the record pertains by a person with knowledge of
the matter,

o The record was kept in the ordinary course of
business,

and
o The business made such a record as a regular
practice (it was not specially generated jus t for the

trial).

C. Hearsay and Public Records and Documents and

Business Records

Offering the contents of public records and documents
and business records for the tru th of their contents can be
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hearsay , but there is a specific hearsay exception for them. If
there is a seal or certificate that complies with the self -
authentication rules, then not only will the business records or

the public documents or records be self -authenticating, the
contents will be admissible to prove the truth of the contents as

an exception to the hearsay rule. Th is exception to the hearsay
rule does not apply to matters observed by law enforcement.
Even self -authenticated police reports are still subject to the
hearsay rule.

X. Hearsay

(Not all programs are responsible for the mat erial in this
section. Check your course syllabus.)

A. Hearsay Defined

Hearsay occurs when: (a) a statement is made out of
court, (b) the out of cou rt statement is offered in court (trial),
and (3) the out of court statement is offered for the truth of the
matter asserted in the statement.

B. Hearsay Examples

In each case, the witness wants to offer the quoted
statement in court.

(1) 0OSusan said Bob stole her purse.?o
thief).
(2) 0John said he saw the green car th

was a green car at the scene).

C. Applicability of the Hearsay Rule

The hearsay rule applies only to trials. You can and often
do rely on hearsay to develop probable cause, develop
reasonable suspicion, guide  your decisions, and develop leads.
Hearsay may also be used in criminal complaints and search
warrant affidavits.
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D. Reason for the Hearsay Rule

Hearsay is inadmissible at trial because it is not poss ible
to confront and cross -examine the person who made the out  -of-
court statement, and the jury is wunable

demeanor and credibility. Hearsay is not considered sufficiently
trustworthy to let the jury consider it.

E. What is a State  ment?

A 0st at eanda Yedal, written (such as a written

statement of a person) or an act intended to communic ate
information  (nodding the head, pointing, gesturing).
Memoranda, writings, statements, and reports 0 even under

oath -are Ostatementsd within the meaning

F. OTruth of the Matter Asserted 6

The third component of the hearsay rule is that the out -
of-court statement is being offered for the truth of th e matter
asserted in the statement being offered. If the jury is asked to
believe the statement is true, the statement is hearsay. If the
statement is being offered for a legitimate reason other than to
prove that the statement is true, then the statemen t is not
hearsay. For exampl e, i f the statement
t hat Joe shot himé to prove Joe shot
hearsay. If the statement is offered to show why an officer was
looking for Joe, the statement is not hearsay because it is not
offered to prove Joe shot Bill.

G. Non-Hearsay

1. Statements of the Defendant

Because the prosecution cannot call the defendant to the
stand to testify, statements made by the defendant and offered
by the prosecution are specifically excluded fro m the definition
of hearsay. It really does not matter whether the statement is
classified as an admission, confession or just information.
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2. Other Statements

St atement s o f t h eo-codspifaters drnadet 0 s
during and in furtherance of the conspiracy are excluded from
the definition of hearsay. Also, earlier statements made by trial
witnesses can sometimes be admitted to atta ck or support their
trial testimony.

H. Confrontation Clause Requires That Witnesses
Against the Defendant Testify at Trial

The Sixth Ameonfron&ation Glause  provides
t hat oOthe accused shalll enjoy the right
the witnesses against himé . O In recent years, the Supreme
Court has read this strictly and demand ed that the
pr os ec ulay and éxpert witnesses appear in court. There
are exceptions. But generally, even if the prosecution could
overcome a hearsay objection, it mu st still be able to produce
its withesses. LEOs taking witness statements must document
how to track those witnesses down for trial.

XI. Exceptions to the Hearsay Rule

(Not all programs are responsi  ble for the material in this
section. Check your course syllabus.)

If an exception to the hearsay rule applies, the statement
is admissible. There are man y hearsay exceptions, and this text
will discuss only two of them. When taking a statement that
might be hearsay, LEO must document the facts and
circumstances under which the statement was made. This may
later aid the AUSA in getting the statement ad mitted at trial
under a hearsay exception.

A. OEXxcited Utterances 06

The | aw recogni zesest hmbniaaldnoant at en
made under emotional stress Is unlikely to be fabricated. The
elements of the exception are: (a) the person making the
statement experienced a startling event, (b) the sta tement was
made while the person was under the stress or excitement
(influence) caused by that event, and (c) the statement was
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about the startling event. For example, while yelling, holding
their hand over a gunshot wound, and in a high emotional

state, a victim blurts out, 0Joe shot me !

meet the exception for excited utterance.

B. Statements for Purposes of Medical Diagnosis or

Treatment

The law recog nizes that when a person is speaking to
health care providers about their illness  or injury, they are
unlikely to fabricate those facts. The elements of this exception
are: (a) a statement is made for the purposes of medical
diagnosis or treatment, (b) the statement concerns medical
history, past or present symptoms, pain, sensations, or the
cause of the medical problem, and (c) the statement is pertinent
to diagnosis or treatment. The person who receives the
statement does not have to be a physician. If the person
making the statement believes that the person they are
speaking to is someone who is going to help them medically, the
statement can qualify under this exception. Such statements
can be made to nurses, emergency medical technicians, or to
those working in the medical field who are treating the person.

Xll.  Statements, R eports and Courtroom Testimony

Except for some expert witnesses and in a few other
limited circumstances, witnesses cannot testify from their
reports or notes. LEO should check with the AUSA about
whether to bring reports or notes to trial.

LEO reports, and notes, as well as written statements and

notes of ot her witnesses, can be wused

court testimony. For example, if a witness testifies that the

licens e plate of a certain car was ABC but the report or the on -

scene notes indicate otherwise, the defense can use the
contradiction to impeach the witness.

Memory can be dfraewitmess ddngetsl a fact
while testifying. The rul e i s
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refresh a witnessd® memory. 6 Sketches,
reports, notes, and even documents prepared by other LEOs or

non-LEOs can be used. Documents or statements used to

refresh a witnessd® memory do not have t
When a witnessd memory S refreshed, t
testify from memory. The report or item that was used to

refresh memory is neither r  ead nor given to the jury.

Notes, reports, statements or other writings that are used
to refresh a witness®6 testimony are av.
These items can be used to cross -examine the witness and for
other purposes.

Non-LEO witnesses may tes tify at trial, and they too may
need their memories refreshed. If during an investigation LEO
interview a witness and the witness needs to refresh their
memory with an item, LEO should obtain the item so it will be
available at trial to refreshth e wi t ness® memory i f that
necessary. For example, if during an interview a witness must
refer to a phone bill to remember when they spoke to someone,
the officer should obtain a copy of the phone bill so it will be
available in court shoudthe AU SA need to refresh the
memory.

XIll.  Authenticating Information Contained in Computers

(Not all programs are responsible for the material in this
section. Check your course syllabus.)

A. Involving Computer Forensi  cs Experts

Computer forensics experts should participate in all
search warrant phases - determining whether probable cause
exists to search computers, drafting the search warrant, and
executing t he search. Not having a computer expert can

jeopardize the admissibility of the evidence seized. Title 18
U.S.C. 8 3105 provides that no person, except in the aid of the
officer requiring it, may be present and acting in the execu tion

of a search warrant. If a computer forensics expert is needed,
make sure the warrant indicates one is needed to aid in the
search.
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B. Rules of Evidence Issues when Authenticating
oDigital (or Electronic) Evi den

Digital evidence is nothing but an electronic series of Os
and 1s that is interpreted by a computer program. Below are
some of the special, significant issues in having digital evide nce
admitted into court.

o Were the records altered, manipulated, or damaged
after they were created?

° Who was the author of the record?

o Was the program that converted the digital evidence
to words or graphics reliable?

Proving authorship is wusually solve d by collecting
circumstantial and other evidence during the search such as
where the storage device (drive, disk, or other medium) was
found; who had access to the data; trace evidence (DNA,
fingerprints); passwords and screen names and who had access
to them; names on computer folders containing the data or
passwords; and sources of e -mails that contain attachments.

C. Admissibility of Digital Evidence

To be admissible , there must be a showing that there is a
reliable computer program that converted the digital evidence to
something that a human can read. Computer records can be
easily altered, and opposing parties may allege that computer
records lack authenticity because they have been tampered with
or changed after they were created. A few things can be done to
reduce this possib ility. For example, Windows® based
computers associate certain file types with the software
designed to create and read them so it is important to seize the
computer software to show computer gen
between particular file types and soft ware. Having the program
that creates the data goes a long way to prove the same
program will accurately print it out. Many software applications
embed data regarding when a document was created and
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modified that identifies the computer on which this was done.
Forensic experts should look for this data.

The government can overcome the claim that the
programs are unreliable by providing sufficient facts to warrant
a finding that the records are trustworthy, and the defense is
afforded an opportunity to in  quire into the accuracy of those
records.

D. The Best Evidence Rule Requirement for an
00Originalo

According to FRE 1001( d): oFor electronically stored
i nf ormati on,mean® any grintou | ® or other output
readable by sight i if it accurately reflects the information. o]

Thus, a n accurate printout of computer data satisfies the
Best Evidence Rule. Doe v. United States .

E. Hearsay Issues

Whether the hearsay rules apply depends on whether the
document is one generated by a computer or contains
statements of a human being. Documents created by hum ans
that are stored on a computer ar
is offered into evidence for the
the document is a statement of the defendant, it is excluded
from the definition of hearsay.) You must still provide f acts to

e

0Ostat

otruth

prove it was the defendantds statement.

Records that are generated by a computer are NOT
hearsay. Hearsay rules apply only to statements of humans.
Records generated by a computer from computer data (phone
billings, bank statements and the like) are admissible if they are
authenticated as business records.

Ot her oOstatementsdéd that are s
meet a hearsay exception or the author, who can authenticate
and testify to the statement, must be located. So, a letter found
on the ¢ omputer from someone other than the defendant must
meet hearsay exceptions before the contents of the letter can be
admitted for the truth of the matter asserted.
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Introduction

No matter how well law enfo  rcement officers perform their
duties, justice ultimately depends upon the facts presented in
court and how they are perceived by the jury or the court in a
judge alone trial. In many criminal trials, the law enforcement
officer is the key witness in the government ds case.
witnessesd credibility is crucial t o
imperative that the law enforcement officers are familiar with
traits and characteristics that can both favorably an adversely
impact their credibility at trial.

Il. Stages of a Criminal Trial

In some programs, Courtroom Testimony includes an
EPO on stages of a criminal trial. (Check your syllabus.) If
your program has this EPO, the material is located in Section Il
of the Courtroom Evidence chapter of this Handbook.
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. Effective Witness Characteristics

A. Meeting the Juryds Expectations

Jur ies expect government witnesses to tell the truth at all
times. Justice is served only when the truth is provided to the
fact finder. There is no substitute for the truth o our criminal
justice system mandates the truth be told, regardless of who
may ult imately be helped or hurt.

B. Characteristics that Jurors Expect of Witnesses

1. Tell the Truth

The most important characteristic of any witness at trial
or hearing is to tell the truth. There is no substitute for telling
the truth. A witnesseso6 failure to

crime, it is a morally reprehensible act that jeopardizes the very
foundations of the criminal justice s ystem.

2. Be Impartial and Objective

A witness who impartially, objectively and dispassionately
tells the truth strengthens the justice system beyond
measurement. Such a witness is more likely to be believed by
the fact finder.

3. Treat the Jury, Judge, and Counsel with
Respect

Treat counsel and the judge with absolute respect. Be
professional. Do not show deference to th e government. Treat
all counsel the same.

4. Be Prepared

To be an effective witness, an officer must be thoroughly
prepared. As a general rule, there is a substantial delay
between time of arrest and trial. Dela ys usually benefit the
defendant by fogging the memory of witnesses. To counter this
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natural tendency, witnesses should thoroughly review their
notes, reports, case file, etc., associated with the case. Even
visiting the crime scene may prove to be helpf ul. Reviewing
physical evidence in the case can help as well. Furthermore, it

is perfectly permissible to review your testimony with your
prosecutor and actually practice answering questions from the
witness stand. As the old adage goes, proper prior pr eparation
prevents poor performance.

5. Be Properly Attired

A witnessesd credibility can be adve
her choice of clothing, jewelry, and personal grooming
standards. Common sense tells us that we should dress for
success. A clean, pressed suit or coat and tie and minimal
tasteful jewelry is the order of the day. Be smart. Clothing that
is clean, pressed and conservative in appearance is appropriate
for court appearances. Remember, yo u are making non -verbal
statements in the way you dress and carry yourself.

Almost every federal court will have court rules as to what
is permitted in terms of appropriate dress for all witnesses.
Furthermore, court rules will identify those items that are not
permitted in court. Do not violate court rules regarding attire or
jewelry, etc. Some federal judges have a penchant for ensuring
that you learn your lessons the hard way via contempt
proceedings. This is especially true with respect to carryin g
weapons, cell phones, pagers, noise making jewelry, etc.

Although it may be fashionable to wear tie tacks of the
trade (handcuff or smoking gun tie tacl
or pins of social, fraternal, or religious organizations in your
area of operations), it is not fashion statement you want to
make in court. This type of jewelry is not acceptable when
testifying!

6. Demeanor Counts

Juries and judges consider  your demeanor in evaluating your
credibility (believability). How you approach the witness stand,
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how you look while taking the oath, and your posture in the

witness chair can all have an effect on whethe r the jury or judge

wi || believe you. A convincing oOYes,
makes a positive first impression. Make a conscious effort to

avoid sending unwanted messages through nonverbal
communications. For example, rolling your eyes is read ily
understood to be an attempt to ridicule. Bottom line 0 be
professional!

7. Stay Serious

Trials are serious occasions. When you testify, project a
professional image and avoid laughing or smiling. Defense
attorneys will commonly draw attention to an officer who smiles
or | aughs by asking, oDo y ou t hink
individual 6s | ife and | iberty may be
defense atto rney to imply that you believe the matter to be less
than serious.

8. Avoid a oBad Attitudebo

A clever, superior, or cocky attitude turns people off.
Answering clearly, succinctly, accurately, and professionally
makes the testimony more convincing. A witness may be
truthful in their testimony, but the judge or jury may not give

—

t he witness credence becaa.sék ofAv mi dob:

sarcastic responses.
9. Admit Mistakes

Witnesses often will make mistakes in their testimony. A
mistake must be corrected as soon as pos  sible, even if it means
bringing it up in the middle of a different line of questioning.

If the subject matter of the mistake comes up during cross -
examination or redirect examination, make it a point to identify

the mistake and correct it. If not give n the opportunity to
correct the mistake during your testimony, inform the AUSA at
the earliest opportunity.
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V. Essential Law Enforcement Testimonial Skills

A. Manner of Answers

Your demeanor and the manner in which you answer
guestions are important to ensure the jury or judge is convinced

of the truth of the officerodos testi

to direct and cross -examination.

B. Testimonial Skills that make LEO Testimony
Convincing

1. Listen, Think, and then Answer

Listen carefully to the questions asked and think about
your response before speaking. While answers should not be
rushed, long delays before answering simple questions can lead
the jury to question your credibility

2. Give Audible Responses

Court reporters take down verbatim testimony. Nodding
your head to answer a question cannot be recorded by the court
reporter. Do not nod your heaada.
Speak so that the court reporter can record the response.
Similarly, if you use a gesture by holding your hands apart to

(0]

mony

gi VE

provide a visual portrayal bf gsdé6zehand

record will not reflect the information you hope to convey. You

must provide an audible response that matches the size you are
conveying with your hands oo0it was about 14
Speak clearly, intelligibly, and loudly enough so that you will be
heard and understood throughout the courtroom. Monotone
presentations are far less effective than presentations that
contain variations in volume, speed of delivery, and tone. Be
mindful that some courtrooms have microphones. Do not
assume the microphone is for sound projection. Many
microphones are only for recording testimony.
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3. Do Not Volunteer Information

Answer the question that is asked. Do not add
information that is not requested. Do not allow subsequent
silence by counsel to lead you to believing that more
information is expected and counsel is waiting for you to
respond. This is a commont actic used to get you to say things
that were not requested. The general rule when testifying is to
address the question asked and then wait for the next question.

Do not put information into your answer that is not in response
to the question whichisa  sked.

4, Wait for Rulings on Objections

When counsel object to questions, stop speaking. Allow
the judge to rule on the objection. If an objection has been
overruled, and you have forgotten the question, ask counsel to
repeat the question. If the judge sustains the objection, say
nothing further on that subject. Simply wait for the next
guestion. Continuing to test  ify after an objection and before a
ruling is unprofessional and will result in an admonishment
from the court.

5. Prosecutorial Assistance

When asked a question that you do not like, do not look
tothe prosecutor or ot hers for hel
improper, the prosecutor will object. At times, there may be
tactical reasons that the prosecutor may want y ou to answer
guestions that are objectionable. Do not second guess the
tactics of your prosecutor. However, if you do not understand
the question or it is unclear, you can ask that the question be
repeated or rephrased.

6. Speaking to the Judge

Unless the judge speaks to you directly, you should not
address your questions or concerns to the judge. If the judge
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does addr ess you directly, respond by wus
Honor 6. Do not calll him o0Judgeo. Ad
clarify, or rephrase questions to the counsel who asked the

guestion. Address requests to refer to your notes or reports

while testifying to  the examining counsel.

i
d

7. Avoid Cop Talk

Avoid using legalese o r police jargon such as,
him out, 6 oI did a protectivéheseweep, 6
terms have particular meanings that are not known to the
general public. To be an effective witness, talk to jurors in a
language they will understand. Simply explain in everyday
language what you did. If you use those terms, then explain
them iny our response to the question.

8. Just the Facts

Testify only about matters that are within your personal
knowledge. You can testify to what yo u observed, heard,
smelled, tasted, and touched. Do not try to testify as to what
others observed. Let other witnesses testify to what they
observed. Do not offer an opinion unless you are specifically
asked for the opinion. Witnesses must have a basis of
knowledge based on facts to provide an opinion.

0. ol Donot Knowod

ol do not knowbo means t hat y ou n
information that is the subject of the question. If the correct
answer to the question is ol do not kK n
voice and manner used to answer other questions.

10. ol Dondt Recall 6

This answer implies  you once knew the information, but
at the moment cannot recall it. If true, it is okay to say it. This
answer is not a truthful one if you remember, but just do not
want to answer the question that is asked.
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11. Positive and Definitive Answers

Give positive, definite answer s. Avoi dksayong, 0

ol believe. 6 What you think or
If you do not know, say so. If you cannot offer a precise answer
but can provide an estimate, be sure to state that it is only an
estimate.

12. Memorized Testimony

D o n Ontemorize reports so that you can provide a
verbatim response. Prepare for trial and review the case, but
do not memorize what you are going to say. Memorized
testimony is suspect. No one wants to listen to a robo -witness.

13. Speak to the Audience

Make it a point to ensure you have eye contact with those
to whom you are addressing. Maintaining eye con tact with
those you address is an intangible human attribute that
provides a measure of respect to the recipient. By maintaining
eye contact with the jury, you provide deference to the jury,
while simultaneously establishing your own credibility in their
eyes. Although eye contact is important, you will have to
measure the amount of eye contact you provide to counsel. At
trial, when a jury is present, the most important group of people
in the court that require your direct attention is the jury. Since
the jury is the fact finder who makes life altering decisions
concerning the defendant, you should address the jury and not
counsel. This will require you to look at the jury while
answering questions of counsel. It is not necessary to spend
100% of the t ime looking at / addressing the jury because not
every answer will warrant that type of effort. However, for
important aspects of your testimony, address the jury. It will
have a huge impact as to how they evaluate your testimony.
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V. Using Statements and Reports to Aid and Prepare for
Courtroom Testimony

Except for some expert witnesses and other limited
circumstances, witnesses cannot testify from their reports or
notes. You should check with the AUSA about whether to bring
reports or notes to trial.

Your reports, and notes, as well as written statements
and notes of other witnesses, can be us
in-court testimony. For example, if a witne ss testifies that the
license plate of a certain car was ABC but the report or the on -
scene notes indicate otherwise, the defense can use the
contradiction to impeach the witness.

Memory can be dfraenitress dongetsl @ fact
while testifying. The rul e i s t hat 0a
refresh a witnessd® memory. 6 Sketches,
reports, notes, and even documents pr  epared by other LEOs or
non-LEOs can be used. Documents or statements used to
refresh a witnessd memory do not have t
When a witnessd memory is refreshed, t
testify from memory. The report or item that was used to
refresh memory is neither read nor given to the jury.

Notes, reports, statements or other writings that are used
to refresh a witness?® testi mony wi ||
opposing counsel. They can be used on cross examination for
the purpose of impeach ment.

Non-LEO witnesses may testify at trial, and they too may
need their memories refreshed. If during an investigation you
interview a witness and the witness needs to refresh their
memory with an item, you should obtain the item so it will be
availabl e at tri al to refresh the witness?o
necessary. For example, if during an interview a witness must
refer to a phone bill to remember when they spoke to someone,
the officer should obtain a copy of the phone bill so it will be
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availabl e i n court should the AUSA need to
memory.

VI. Impeachment of Witnesses during Cross -Examination
A. Direct Examination, Cross -Examination, and
Impeachment
1. Direct Examination

When counsel calls a witness to the stand to testify, the
witness is oOtestifyingdéoDi decéecexamamah
guestions are opened ended dot el | me what happened. 0
examination questions may not suggest the answer in the
guestion that is asked. Direct examination questions wil I
ordinarily begin with who, what, why, where, when, or how. In
effect, direct examination questions allows the witness to
explain in their own words what happened.

2. Cross-examination

When the counsel that called the witness to the stand has
finished questioning the witness, the witness is passed to
opposing counsel for cross -examination. On cross -examination,
opposing counsel is permitted to ask leading questions.
Leading questions are framed in a way which evokes a specific
response from the witness. In effect, leading questions allow
counsel to suggest the answer and the witness simply agrees or
disagrees with t he question. So, instead of having to ask a
guestion |ike, oOWhat happenedd6é, counsel
Officer Smuckatello that you pulled your pistol on my very
attractive 17 year old female client, pointed it at her head,
forced her face down on th e ground, handcuffed her hands
behind her back, and then placed your bare hands over various
parts of her body ostensibly for the purpose of looking for a
weapon?o6

Cross-examination can at times be very unobtrusive.
However, as the previous example s uggests, cross -examination
can also be designed to put a twist on facts to make the
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witnesses acts appear to be unseemly, crude, self -serving,
unprofessional and even criminal.

A professional response to such an inquiry might have
the officer responding a s foll ows: oYes, based or
known to me at the time, | had a reasonable basis for believing
your client was armed and dangerous, so | pulled my weapon,
pointed it at her, ordered her to the ground, handcuffed her,
and then conducted a frisk forw  eapons. A frisk is a pat -down
for weapons. It is a limited search for the sole purpose of
locating weapons that could harm me. | performed these duties
in accordance with the | aw. o

3. Impeachment

On cross -examination , an attorney is permitted to
impeach the witness. Impeachment is used to attack the
credibility of the witness. There are many ways to impeach
testimony. Often the  during the impeachment process, the
witnesses?d professionalism and integ
Regardl ess of counsel ds method, of fice
that they tell the truth.

4. Redirect Examination

It is hard for withesses to limit themselves to a yes or no
answer and be denied the opportunity to explain it. Your
opportunity to explain answers or ex pand on a yes or no answer
may come after cross -examination during redirect examination.
On redirect, government counsel will ask questions that allow
you to explain your testimony during cross -examination.

B. LEQOs and the Frustration of Cross -Examinat ion

You are trained to, and survive by, being in control of the
scene and the situation. Testifying in court, and especially on
cross -examination, is frustrating for you because you are in an
environment where the lawyers are in control. There is nothing
that can be done about this except to learn how cross -
examination works, being prepared f or common cross -
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examination techniques, and trust that your prosecutor on
redirect examination will clear up confusion caused by the
defense during cross -examination.

C. Common Cross -Examination Techniques

Below are some common cross -examination techniques.
Regardless of what technique is used, the obvious response is to
always tell the truth.

1. Yes or No Questions

Generally, a party is entitled to a yes or no answer if one
is possible. Such an answer is not possible if you do not know
the answer, do not recall the answer, or the question is a
compound question - two questions rolled up into one and
asking for a single response. Attempts to fully explain an
answer can be cut -off, but the prosecutor is entitled to have the
explanation provided on re -direct examination. On cross
examination, you may also answer each part of the compound
guestion separately.

2. Putting Words in the Wi
Trial advocates are trained t o otesti fy for th
cross -examination and then get the witness to agree with what
the | awyer said. That is the essence of leading questions that
begin (or end) with, OWoul dnoét vyou
: ?0, or o0You did X, didndt you?o
guestion that suggests the answer, carefully listen to what the

defense counsel is asking. If what the defense suggests is true,
then answer yes. If not, answer no or provide the correct
answer.

3. The Badgered Witness

Defense counsel knows that if a witness - especially a law
enforcement officer - becomes angry on the witness stand, two
things happen. First, you appear biased or not objective,
because you look like you are taking sides. Next, you focus on
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the anger and not the facts of the case, thereby becoming

distracted. Do not become angry or antagonistic even when the

defense counsel is clearly doing their best to bait you. An

officer who is angry often exaggerates or appears to be less than

objective. Juries expect you to remain professional at all times.

Dondét walk into defense attorney traps.

4. Do Not Volunteer Information

Do not volunteer extraneous information. If a gquestion
cannot be truthfully answered with a ¢
permission to expand upon or explain the answer. Sometimes
defense counsel will not say anything after the witness has
answered suggesting to the witness they should keep talking.
Remain silent in the face of this tactic. You should wait for the
next question.

5. Pretrial Discussions with the Prosecutor

There is nothing improper with having discussed or even
rehearsed testimony before the trial. That is part of normal trial

preparation. If asked by the defensec ounsel , 0l sndt it a

rehearsed your testimony with the prose

to say, OYes, Madamdé or oYes, Siro, if
6. Repetitive Questions

The defense attorney may rephrase questions and ask the
same question from a different angle. This is done to either
empha size a defense -favorable point, or to see if the answer will
change. When a defense attorney starts asking the same

guestion in a slightly different manne
e ar | i &when.resppnding do not sound sarcastic.
7. Compound Questions

Often defense counsel will ask two questions in one. For

exampl e, defense counsel may ask, 0 Of f
my <c¢lient and search him. 6 | f you we
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officer and the officer that condu  cted the search the answer to
the question is easy. But if you arrested his client but your

partner searched him, then it is incumbent upon you to
respond correctly. At trial, withesses quite often fail to recognize

that there are two questions being aske d as one. If you do not
recognize that there are two questions, you are playing directly
into defense counsel ds hands for
alert to these tactics and slow down your responses.

8. Rapid -fire Questions

This technique is meant to rush the testimony, denying
the witnes s the time to understand the question and provide a
correct answer. Resist the temptation to keep up with the
defense counsel, but instead speak at your own pace in
providing a truthful and accurate answer. You control the pace
of your own testimony. Do not feel obligated to follow the
defense attorneyds pace.

9. Admitting Mistakes

oOHave you &ever maade dheni anaker
oyes. 6 Do not be afraid to admit
who honestly admit mistakes to be credible. We all make
mistakes; it is a human condition. There is nothing wrong with
making mistakes.

10. Possibilities

0l sndt it possible that....O©0
many cases not probable. Testifying that something is possible,
but not probable, based upon the facts of the case, is
responsive while remaining believable. If not allowed to provide

subsec

wi ||

a mi s

Anyth

a complete answeesod aorsi mpeée, DDt not [

do.
11.  Friendly Defense Counsel

The defense attorney may appear friendly to you during
cross examination. This may lull you in to becoming overly
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familiar with defense counsel or appear to be less than
professional. Additionally, if the defense attorn ey speaks softly
or in a friendly tone and manner, often you will do the same.

This technique is called mirroring. As a result, you may not
speak up, the jurors may not hear your testimony, and your
testimony will be less effective.

12.  Twisting Prior T estimony
The defense attorney may a ttempt to restate your

testimony, and in doing so, misstate it. In such cases, listen
very carefully when the defense attorney starts with the

guestion oYou stated earlier. .. .0 Do
defense counsel will accurately portray the prior tes timony

accurately and in many cases, may intentionally misstate the

testimony.

13.  Conflicting Witness Testimony

If two or more officers have participated in the same
investigation, the defense attorney may question both officers

about each officerds obsefndcarflictcons i n an
Do not be bullied into admitting an error, declaring another
of ficer oOoOwrong, 6 or |l osing confidence

the facts. Testify to what you did and what you know!
14. Impeachment by Prior Statements

Showing a conflict bet ween a \adrlierrstatenseid s
or report and t hoeurt vestimang & spoveerfuli n
impeachment. Review your prior statements (preliminary
hearings, grand jury testimony, motions hearings). Listen
carefully to all prior statements attributed to you and decide
wh ether the current testimony is truly different.

15. Corrected Statements

0So, you |ied (in your report) (in
guestion arises when there is a mistake in testimony that is
corrected or there is an irreconcilable difference between
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testimony and a prior statement. Distinguish b etween a lie or
being untruthful on one hand, and a mistake on the other. A
lie or being untruthful is an intentional act. Mistakes are not
lies.
16.  Previous Lies

OHave you evédreftooled® 6a ITihhe answer wi l
everyone has lied. Leave it to the prosecutor to conduct a
redirect that any lie was never under oath, not in a report or in
an official matter.

VII.  Subjects that should not be Volunteered when
Testifying
A. Prior Criminal History

Unless specifi cally directed by the Court (or by the
prosecutor based wupon the judgeds rulir
of fer the defendant 0s dpring eotrial. dhh iemi n al hi
admi ssibility of a defendantds cri minal
admissibility rules best left to the prosecutor.

B. Issues Involving Constitutional Rights

Commenting i n front of a jury about a de
to exercise his Constitutional right to remain silent is grounds
for a mistrial. A person questioned by law enforcement in a
custodial setting has the Consti  tutional right to remain silent
and/or have counsel present during questioning. Commenting
on the fact that a defendant exercised either or both of these
constitutional rights is inherently prejudicial, and is a
recognized basis for a mistrial or reversal of a conviction.

If you are asked at trial about what happened when the
defendant was arrested or booked, talk about what you did (i.e.,

ol processed the defendant and turned
without mentioning the Miranda warnings. Because this is a

very tricky area, when in doubt, do not mention Miranda
warnings, the defendantds invocation of

invocation of the right to counsel.
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In the limited instances where it is permissible for you to
testify about the Miranda process o r t he defMrandaant 0 s
choices, counsel will ask specific questions calling for exactly
that information.

C. Suppressed Evidence

If the judge grants a motion to suppress evidence in a
suppre ssion hearing or at the trial , such evidence is not
admissible in trial. The jury may not see or hear about the
suppressed evidence. The jury is not to consider the
suppr essed evidence. For example, if a confession is obtained
in violation of Miranda , the judge will suppress the confession.
In other cases, evidence may be suppressed because it was
obtained in violation of the Fourth Amendment.

While there are exceptions that might allow suppressed
evidence to be admitted, during the trial, you should not
mention or allude to evidence that has been suppressed unless
specifically asked. Under the Fruit of the Poisonous Tree
Doctrine, evidence that is derived from evidence that has been
suppressed cannot be referenced as well, unless you are
specifically asked about that evidence.

The FLETC would like to thank Mr. Ron Smith, Associate Director of the
Mississippi Crime Laboratory, Meridian, Mississippi for his contributio n
to this chapter. Mr. Smith is both a certified Latent Print Examiner and
Certified Senior Crime Scene Analyst. Mr. Smith has graciously given

the FLETC permission to use his text.
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Introduction to Criminal Law

The subject of criminal law is very broad. By studying the
selected federal laws presented in this course, you will gain an
understanding of how to analyze and apply criminal statutes .
Following this introduction, the course is divided into numerous
ind ependent sections. Read the appropriate section prior to
attending the class on that subject. Separate chapters have
been created in the text for the largest criminal law topics.

Certain concepts of criminal law apply to all federa |
crimes. These concepts include: the elements of an offense, the
difference between a felony and misdemeanor , and jurisdiction
Additionally, the  Assimilative Crimes Act outlines when and
how state statutes are assimilate d into federal law and can be
prosecuted in f ederal court .

A. What is a Crime?

A crime is an act, or failure to act, prohi bited by law and
punishable by the government. A tort is an act, or failure to
act, for which the law provides a remedy for the victim through
a civil action (claim and/or lawsuit) . Crimes are different from
torts in that criminal actions are brought by the government for
the purpose of punishing the wrongdoer and deterring others
from similar conduct. Tort actions are brought by the victim
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seeking compensat ion for the damages and/or injury suffered.
Crimes and torts are not mutually exclusive remedies. For
example, if a law enforcement officer is assaulted, the
government could prosecute the perpetrator. In addition, the
officer could pursue a tort action (sue) for the harm incurred
during the assault.

B. Elements of Criminal Statutes

bY

On a few occasions , thistext may r ef er tcommbnhe 0

law. 6 You might also hear t IComsmot erm whi |
| a wefers to ancient rights, customs, and principles developed
over time through the English court system. The courts

actually adopted and followed the common customs known and
used by the people throughout the entire English realm.
Through this process, the principles and rules of criminal and
tort law we re developed. These principles and rules were
eventually replaced by written statutes and the court decisions
interpreting them.

There are no common law crimes in the United States.

All of our criminal laws are in written statutes (statutory law).
Each criminal statute contains elements. Each element must
be established to a probable cause threshold to substantiate a
criminal charge. Each element must be proven beyond a

reasonable doubt to obtain a conviction.

Most crimes consist of  both a prohibited act and a
criminal intent . An individual must both intend to commit a
prohibited act and then act in furtherance of that intent .
However, that is not tr  ue for all crimes. For example, a parent
could be criminally charged with child abuse for not acting to
care for his or her child. Failing to act can be a crime. To
convict for a criminal offense, the government must prove
beyond a reasonable doubt that a defendant with the requi  red
mental state performed (or failed to perform) a prohibited act
that caused the proscribed social harm

There are two kinds of criminal intent (state of mind)
offenses.
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A general intent  offense only requires the intent to do
the prohibited act. No specific mental state, evil
motive, or intent to violate the law is required. All that
need be shown is that the act was done willfully,
deliberately, intentionally, and was not accidental or a
misadventure. If the act results in harm, it does not
matter that harm was not intended; it is sufficient that

the act was intended and that harm resulted. For
example, if a defendant intentionally hits a person and
gives him a bloody nose, it does not matter that the
resulting harm of a  bloody nose was not intended. All
that is required to violate the statute is the intent to
perform the act that results in harm.

A specific intent  offense expressly requires proof of a
particular mental state. A specific intent offense
requires p roof that the perpetrator desires the
consequences of the actions, as set forth in the
statute. Common specific intent terms include, but
are not limited to: intentionally, willfully, maliciously,
purposefully, with intent to, through design, with
malice aforethought, and premeditation. For example,
burglary is breaking and entering with the intent to
commit a felony therein; it is unlawful to possess
drugs with the intent to distribute. Thus, for  specific
intent offenses (offenses that contain these spe cial
terms), the government must prove beyond a
reasonable doubt the statutory act (or failure to act),

as well as the perpetratords

Intent, a state of mind, can be difficult to prove. The
suspectds own words, w h admisgon madle conf es s
to law enforcement or statements to others , are the best, most
compelling proof of intent. It may also be possible to prove the
required intent through the suspectds
someone has been stabbed in the chest with deep penetrating
wounds 50 times, it can be reasonably inferred the perpetrator
intended to kill the victim.
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The elements of crimes are best explained by example.
The federal crime of murder, 18 U.S.C. § 1111, is a specific
intent offense. Murder requires a criminal act, the unlawful
killing of a human being, and a specific intent , Mmalice
aforethought & the specific intent to kill when the act was
performed. To prove the offense, the government must prove
that a human being was unlawfully killed and that the person
who took the human life did so with malice aforethought

Title 21 U.S.C. § 844 , makes it an offense to  knowingly or
intentionally  possess a controlled substance. Therefore, to
secure a conviction, the government must prove that the
d e f e n dlnowinglyoor intentionally 6 possessededa contr ¢
substance. I f the defendant agreed to
for her , he would in fact Qourset ent i ona
However, the defendant would not be guilty of a crime unless
the government could prove the defendant oknewbo
contai ned a controlled substance.

Motive can be a very important issue for both the
investigator and prosecutor. It can be used to solve crimes by
identifying potential perpetrators and proving criminal intent .

Motive can help explain the owho and wh
motive itself is generally not a required element of proof of a

crime. As a general rule, why someone committe d the crime

(motive) does not have to proven at trial. Hate crimes are an

exception. To convict of a hate crime, the government must

prove that the act was committed because of the special status

0 sex, age or race @ of the victim.

C. Felonies and Mi sdemeanors

All criminal statutes also require a penalty. Without
penalties, our criminal system would have no meaning. These
penalties can include fines, incarceration and death. The range
of potential p enalties is normally based on the severity of the
offense.

Crimes are classified by the maximum penalty
authorized. Whether a crime is classified as a felony or a
misdemeanor depends on the possible term of punishment
12C
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authorized by the statute, not the actual sentence imposed.

Title 18 U.S.C. § 3559 specifically classifies a federal felony as
an offense for which the maximum term of imprisonme nt
authorized by statute is more than one year. A misdemeanor is
an offense for which the maximum term of imprisonment
authorized by statute is one year or less. An infraction is a type

of misdemeanor where the term of imprisonment, if any, is no
more than five days. (For further discussion of the
classification of federal crimes, see Handbook Chapter Eight,
Federal Court Procedures.)

D. Attempts

An attempt to commit a crime is a crime. To prove a
person attempted to commit a crime, the government must

show the defendantodos intent ttlothec o mmi
commi Sssi on of an act t hat oconsti
towards commi ssi o0nA substarttidd step cnust bme .

more than mere preparation; it must be a substantial
movement towards the commission of the offense. The
governmentds bptovind) e the deféndant took a
substantial step toward commission of the crime protects a
defendant from being convicted for mere thoughts, desires or

motive. The degr ee of a defendant s

substantial act in furtherance of the illegal activit y is a factual
issue depending on the circumstances of each particular case.
Generally speaking, something less than a completed
transaction supports an attempt, provided there is a substantial

step toward completion of the crime.

E. Jurisdiction and the Assimilative Crimes Act

Jurisdiction is the power of the government to act when a
criminal offense has been committed. In many cases, the
federal government can act regardless of the location of the
offense. For example, it is a federal crime to assault a federal
employee and a federal crime to steal federal government
property regardless of where the assault or theft takes place.

For other violations, however, the federal government and its
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law enforcement officers are only empowered to act when the
offense is committed on federal property. In some cases, the
state in which the federal property is located may also have
jurisdiction over the same offense . Whether the federal or state
government, or both, can exercise jurisdiction depends on
whether the federal government has exclusive , concurrent , or
proprietary  jurisdiction  over the place where the offense
occurred.

Exclusive jurisdiction means that only the United States
Government has criminal justice authority (jurisdiction) over
the area. All policing, investigating, and prosecuting is
conducted by the federal govern ment because state and local
authorities have no authority over areas of exclusive federal
jurisdiction.

Concurrent  jurisdiction  means that both the United
States Government and the state government have criminal
jurisdiction over the area. Both the United States and the state
authorities can police, investigate and prosecute crimes
committed within areas of  concurrent jurisdiction . This means
that an individua | who commits an act in a place of concurrent
jurisdiction that violates both federal and state law can be tried
twice - once in state court and once in federal court. Each
government makes an independent prosecutorial decision.

Proprietary jurisdiction means that the United States has
no more authority over the area than any other owner of private
property. In other words, proprietary jurisdiction provides no
special authority or power to the federal government. For
example, if the federal government leases an office building to
house various federal agencies, it has only pro prietary
jurisdiction. Most crimes committed in the building would be
investigated and prosecuted by the state. However, if a federal
government employee is assaulted there or if federal property is
stolen from there, the  perpetrator could also be prose cuted in
federal court.

Many criminal offenses found in state law are not found
in federal law.  This is important when investigating offenses on
exclusive and concurrent jurisdiction property. What happens
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if someone commits an act on either exclus lve or concurrent
jurisdiction property  that is a state criminal offense, but not a
federal criminal offense? Does this mean that the perpetrator
cannot be tried in federal court? The answer to this question is
found in The Assimilative Crimes Act, 18 U. S.C. § 13. When
acts occur on exclusive and concurrent jurisdiction property

and there is no federal criminal statute that prohibits the
conduct, The Assimilative Crimes Act allows the federal
government to adopt a state criminal statute and prosecute it in
federal court as a federal criminal offense. However, state
criminal offenses cannot be assimilated if there is a federal
statute that criminalizes the specific conduct.
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The Law of Assault and Battery

At common law , there were two basic kinds of assault o
an offer assault and an attempted battery assault. An offer
assault is any willful threat to inflict injury upon another
person with the appar ent present ability and intent to do so.

The offer need not make the intended victim fearful, but must

give the victim reason to expect immediate bodily harm. For

example, John commits an offer assault if he approaches Bob

while holding a baseball bat an  d tells Bob that he is going to

pulverize his head with it. It is reasonable for Bob to expect

i mmedi ate bodily harm based on Johnds w
the expectation of harm to exist, the intended victim must be

aware of the threat. T here must be a present apparent ability

and intent to inflict bodily harm. A threat of the use of force
some time in the indefinite future (060One of these days,
t o é.dbgs not constitute a n offer assault . An attempted

battery assault is an unsuccessful batt ery. If John attempts to
punch Bob, but misses him, John has committed an attempted
battery assault. It is not necessary for the victim to be aware of

the failed attempt.

A battery is an intentional, harmful or offensive touching
of another person, with out consent. Actual injury is not
required. M inimal physical contact can qualif y as a violation. If
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John successfully punches Bob in the face he has committed a
battery. If John pokes Bob in the chest with his finger, he has
also committed a battery.

A person does not need to actually touch another with his
own body to commit a battery. Objects that are held by a
person are considered extensions of the body. If John hits Bob
in the head with a baseball bat he has committed a battery.
Similarly, it ems thrown at another are extensions of the person
who threw them. If John throws a rock at Bob and hits him in
the head or spits in his face, he has committed a battery.

Il. Assaulting Federal Officers or Employees

Title 18 U.S.C. 8111 tenti tl ed, OAssaul ti

ng, r

i mpeding certain officers or empl oyees

between the separate offenses of assault and battery. Federal
courts have determined that both types of co nduct are
prosecutable under § 111.

Title 18 U.S.C. § 111 has two sections that cover a broad
range of conduct, making it a crime to forcibly assault, resist,
oppose, impede, intimidate or interfere with any person
designated in 18 U.S.C. 8§ 1114, while that person is engaged in
his official duties, or on account of something that person did
while performing his official duties. The first section of § 111
protects current federal employees (and those assisting them)
when (1) they are assaulted while perf  orming their jobs, or (2) if
not currently performing their jobs (off duty), they are assaulted
because of something they did while performing their jobs. The
second section of § 111 protects former federal employees (and
those who assisted them) when ass  aulted because of something
they did while a federal employee performing official duties.

1. Whois Covered?

As mentioned before, 8§ 111 provides protection for any
person designated in 18 U.S.C. § 1114, or any person who
formerly served as a person designated in § 1114. Therefore, i n

! This statute can  be found in its entirety in the companion book, Legal

Division Reference Book,inthe segment entitled 0Selected
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order to determine who is covered by § 111, itis necessary to
examine § 1114. Title 18 U.S.C. § 1114 provides for the

protection of officers and employees of the United States, a nd
reads, in part, as follows:

. any officer or employee of the United States or
of any agency in any branch of the United States
Government (including any member of the
uniformed services) . . . or any person assisting
such an officer or employee in the performance of
such duties or on account of that assistance e .

This mea ns that every federal employee (including federal
law enforcement officers) and every person who assists a federal
employee in the performance of his official duties is afforded
protection under § 111.

IV. OForciblybéd

Title 18 U.S.C. A 111 makes it a
assault, resist, oppose, impede, intimidate or interfere.
OForciblyd6 applies to each of t he di st
statute can be violated.  For there to be a violation of 8 11 1, the
force element must be satisfied . Forcibly includes force actually
used or imminently threatened. The government must establish
the defendantds behavior would mave rea
a reasonable person. Proof of actual physical contact or threats
or displays of physical aggression toward an officer, so as to
inspire fear of pain, bodily harm or death suffices. Violently
pounding on an officerds patroldcar doo
an officer in an extremely agitated manner would satisfy the

force requirement. However, densing upo6 in anticipa
arrest and disobeying orders to move and lie down, may ma ke
your job more difficult, but it does not by itself amount to a n
assault. Mere passive resistance is not sufficient for a
conviction under 8§ 111.
V. 0 En g ag e dr onrAccount of the Performance of
of ficial Dutiesbo

Current federal officers and employee s (and those
assisting them) are covered by 8§ 111 if assaulted while they are
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oengaged ino6 the performance of of fici
while on duty and making an arrest, a federal law enforcement
officer is punched by the suspect. The suspect may b e charged
with assault under 8§ 111. When a federal employee is
assaulted while engaged in the performance of official duties, it

is not necessary for the government to prove that the defendant
knew that the person assaulted was a federal employee.
Theref ore, if an undercover officer is assaulted while performing
undercover duties, the suspect may be charged under § 111
even though he was unaware that the person assaulted was a
federal officer.

Current federal employees (and those assisting them) who
are off-duty are covered by § 111 if assaulted on account of
something done while performing official duties. For example,
after having made an arrest earlier in the day, an officer, while
of f duty, is seen by the arresteebds bro
theof ficer because of the officerds earl
charged with assault under § 111.

Former federal employees (and those assisting them) are
covered by § 111 if assaulted on account of something done
while performing official duties. For example, a federal law
enforcement officer arrests a suspect who is convicted and sent
to prison. The officer leaves government employment. After his
release from prison, the suspect finds and assaults the former
federal officer because he is still angry at having been arrested.
The suspect may be charged with assault under § 111 because
he assaulted the former federal officer on account of something
the officer did while performing official duties.

VI. Penalty

When the defendantds conduct amount
assault (no touching), it is a misdemeanor. The maximum
penalty for misdemeanor, simple assault under § 111 is not
more than one year in prison. In an assault that involves
contact, but does not result in bodily injury, the penalty is not
more than eight years in prison. If the assault results in bodily
injury or involves a deadly  or dangerous weapon, the maximum
punishment is not more than twenty years in prison. Almost
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any object has the potential for being a deadly or dangerous
weapon. Examples of violations of 8§ 111 which resulted in
enhanced penalty for using a deadly or dangerous weapon
include hitting an officer over the head with a phone, throwing

a water pitcher at an Assistant United States Attorney, hitting a
federal officer with a stick, and attempting to run over a federal
agent with an automobile.
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Introduction -Title 18U.S.C.§201 1!

Title 18 U.S.C. 8§ 201 entitled, bribery of public officials
and witnesses, was enacted to protect government officials and
witnesses from corrupting influences while they ar e performing
their official duties. It covers any situation in which the
judgment of a government official or witness might be
influenced because of payments or gifts made to him, while
performing his official duties.

Il. Public Officials

Two sections of 18 U.S. C. A 201 cove
is a crime to give, offer or promise, a public official, directly or
indirectly, anything of value, with the intent to influence any
official act by that public officia |. Conversely, it is a crime for a
public official to either, directly or indirectly, corruptly demand,
seek, receive, accept, or agree to accept anything of value, in
return for influencing any official act by that public official. The
term opubiakoéofhcl udes any officer or e
acting for or on behalf of the United States, or any department
or branch of the United States government, or a juror.

1 This statute can be found in its entirety in the companion book, Legal
Divisio n Reference Book,inthe segment entitled 0Selected Feder
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It is an offense for a person to offer a federal agent five
thousand dollars to destroy a piece of evidence that was going
to be used in a criminal case. It is also an offense for the agent
to accept the five thousand dollars in exchange for destroying
the piece of evidence.

. Witnesses

Two sections of 18 U.S.C. § 201 cover witnesses. Itis a
crime to, directly or indirectly, corruptly give, offer or promise,
anything of value, to any witness, with the intent to influence
t hat witnessd testimony wunder oat h, at
other proceeding be fore any court, any committee of either
House or both House of Congress, or any agency, commission,
or officer authorized by the laws of the United States to hear
evidence or take testimony. It is also a crime to, directly or
indirectly, corruptly give, of  fer or promise, anything of value, to
any witness, with the intent to influence the witness to be
absent from any trial, hearing or other proceeding as described
above.

It is also a crime under § 201 for a witness to, directly or
indirectly, corruptly ~ demand, seek, receive or accept or agree to
accept, anything of value, in return for being influenced in
testimony as a witness or in return for being absent from any
trial, hearing or other proceeding as described above.

Under this provision it is a crim e to offer Bob the witness
five hundred dollars to testify that the defendant was at his
house watching television, when the robbery occurred, when
this was not true. It would also be a crime for Bob to accept the
five hundred dollars in exchange for his fabricated testimony.
Also, it would be a crime for a person to pay Bob the witness
five hundred dollars so Bob would intentionally not appear in
court to give testimony. Bob could be charged under § 201 if he
received the five hundred dollars in exchang e for intentionally
being absent from court. Furthermore, it would also be crime if
Bob initiated the offense by requesting money in exchange for
fabricated testimony or offering to fail to appear and testify.
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V. Directly or Indirectly

In the previous examples something of value, the
currency, was given directly to either
witness. It is also a crime under 8 201 if something of value is
gi ven oindirectlyo to esignatedobhyehe sel ect ed

opublic officialo or witness. For examj
give five thousand dollars to the fed
exchange for the agent destroying a piece of evidence in a case,

this would qualify as a violation of § 201. Usi ng the same

example it would also be a violation if the person gave the five
thousand dollars to a private school to cover the cost of tuition
for the agentds chil dren.

V. Anything of Value

To charge a defendant w ith bribery under § 201, the
gover nment mu s t prove t hat 0a thing o]

of fered, promi sed, demanded, sought or
val ueo i s broadly construed wi t h t he
subjective value the defendant places on the item. Examples of

othings of valued include: u. S. curren:

promises of future employment, and all expense paid trips or
vacations. It would be a crime under § 201 for a person to give

a federal agent an all expense paid trip to Hawaii in exchange
for the agent destroying a piece of evidence in a criminal case.

VI.  To Influence Any Official Act

To prove a § 201 violation, the government must establish a
connection bet weevnaltuheed oatnhdi nagn ooff f i ci al
performed by the public official. The
given, offered, promised, demanded, sought or accepted with

the corrupt intent to influence an official act. For example, as

part of his official duties an IR S Revenue Agent conducts a tax

audit and determines that an individual owes the government a

sum of money. If that individual offers the IRS agent one

thousand dollars to alter the results of the audit to show that

no taxes are owed, he may be charged wit h violation of § 201.
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The i ndividual of fered a o0thing of val
the IRS agent to violate his official duty to perform accurate

audits. Likewise, if the IRS agent suggests that if the tax payer

gives him a thousand dollars he will a Iter the results of the

audit to reflect no taxes are owed, the offense of bribery has

occurred. The IRS agent has committed the offense of bribery.

If the tax payer accepts the offer, the tax payer has committed

the offense of bribery, as well.

VIl.  Gratuities

Gratuities are also covered by 18 U.S.C. § 201. A gratuity
involves giving, offering, promising, demanding, seeking,
receiving, or accepting anything of value for, or because of any
official act performed, or t o be performed by the 0p

A gratuity is similar to a bribe in t
involved; however, there is no corrupt intent to influence an
of ficial act by the oOopublic official.o

that a gratui ty was offered or requested, given or accepted for

the performance of an official act. Indirect benefits provided to

a public officialds family members are
no defense that the gratuity had no effect upon the actions

taken by the public official.

Government employees may also be prohibited from
receiving or taking gifts of all types
administrative policies. Though some acts may not be worthy of
criminal prosecution, the employee could be disciplined for
violations of the agency policy. Should there be a question as to
what you, as a federal law enforcement officer, may or may not
legally receive every agency has a designated ethics official that
will provide guidance to you. It is better to be safe instead of
sorry. Ask your ethics official. Be safe and not sorry!
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Introduction

All law enforcement officers face the possibility of
encountering firearms on the job. This course introduces
selected fed eral firearms laws. There are many federal firearms
laws which this course does not address. Likewise, this course
does not address agency -specific officer concerns, such as the
ability to carry off -duty, the ability to carry personal weapons,
etc.

Many states and municipalities have firearms laws which
are more restrictive than federal law. You should acquaint
yourself with state and local firearms laws in your jurisdiction.
This knowledge can be invaluable. For example, in a state with
less restrict ive firearms laws, it is not uncommon to spot a
citizen carrying a concealed weapon. However, in a state that
prohibits citizens from carrying concealed weapons, your
observation of such a weapon could create reasonable suspicion
to justify an investigati  ve stop and often a frisk for weapons.

Some dangerous weapons such as machine guns and
sawed-o f f (dbamort 60) shotguns <can be | egal
those in possession have met strict legal requirements.
However, as in all cases involving armed suspec ts, safety is of
paramount concern. You should always take steps to ensure
your safety and the safety of others before investigating to see if
a weapon is legally possessed.

Il. Title 18 U.S.C. § 922(g) - Prohibited Persons

A. Definition of OFi rear moé

Firearms are generally described as weapon s that will
expel a projectile by explosion, including the frame s or receiver s

of such weapon s. The definiti algo indules of i r ear n
silencers and destructive devices , such as bombs. However, the
definition of ofirearmé does not includ
manufactured prior to 1899), air -powered weapons like BB and

pellet guns, black powder weapons and authentic re plicas of

antique firearms.
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B. Prohibited Persons

Federal law prohibits certain persons from possessing a
firearm or ammunition. At trial, the government must prove a
connection (0Onexuso) b et wenterstatet h e fir
commerce.

Federal law prohibits the following persons from
knowingly possessing firearms or ammunition:

1. Convicted felon

A oconvicted felond is anyone owho &
a state, federal, or mi litary court of a crime punishable by
i mpri sonment for a term exceeding one
Court determined in 2005 that convictions by foreign courts do
not bar an individual from possessing a firearm even if the
conviction was for a felony  -level off ense.

This is called the o0convicted felonbé
a few felony -level convictions that do not bar an individual from
possessing a firearm. These exceptions include: (1) individuals
convicted of oa feder al or artditrustt e of f en
violations, unfair trade practices , restraints on trade  or similar
of fenses relating to the regulation of
oany State offense <classified by the
misdemeanor and punishable by a term of imprisonmen t of two
years or |less.06 18 U.S.C. A 921(a)(20).

2. Fugitive from justice

The term ofugitive from justiced me:
has fled from any State to avoid prosecution for a crime or to
avoid givingtest ik mony i n any cri minal proceedin
921(a)(15).
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3. Unlawful user of or addicted to a controlled
substance

4. An individual who has been adjudicated a
mental defective or who has been committed to
a mental institution

Note that the individual mu s t have
mentally defective or ocommittedo6 to a
advice is sometimes helpful in deciding whether a specific cas e

falls within this category. Voluntary outpatient treatment or
counseling does not make an individual a prohibited person.

5. Anyone, who being an alien is illegally or
unlawfully in the United States (except for
lawfully admitted aliens under nonimmi grant
visa for lawful hunting or sporting purposes or
IS in possession of hunting license or permit
lawfully issued in the United States)

6. An individual who has been discharged from
the Armed Forces under dishonorable
conditions

7. Anyone who has renounced United States
citizenship

8. Anyone subject to a court order restraining him

from harassing, stalking or threatening an
intimate partner, or child of su ch intimate
partner

This prohibition applies only after the prohibited person
has had a chance to participate in a hearing before the court.
Additionally, the restraining order must find the per son a
credible threat or explicitly restrain the prohibited person from
the use of force against the protected person.
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9. Anyone who has been convicted of a
misdemeanor crime of domestic violence

This means a conviction for a crime that is a
misdemeanor under federal, state, or tribal law and that

has, as an element, the use or attempted use of
physical force, or the threatened use of a deadly
weapon, committed by a current or former s pouse,
parent, or guardian of the victim, by a person with
whom the victim shares a child in common, by a
person who is cohabiting with or has cohabited
with the victim as a spouse, parent, or guardian, or

by a person similarly situated to a spouse, parent ,
or guardian of the victim. 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(33)(A).

For a domestic violence conviction to forbid lawful
possession of a firearm, it must meet two qualifications: the
defendant (1) must have been represented by counsel, or
knowingly and intelligently waived the right to counsel; and (2)
if right to trial by jury existed, the defendant either waived that
right or had been convicted by jury. 18 U.S.C. § 921 (a)(33)(B)(i).

C. Pardon or Expungement

A person w ho receives a complete pardon, restoration of
civil rights, or expungement of a felony or misdemeanor crime of
domestic violence conviction is no longer considered convicted,
and is, therefore, no longer disqualified from possessing a
firearm. However, po ssessing firearms remains a crime under
federal law if the pardon or expungement states that the person
may not possess firearms. 18 U.S.C. § 921 (a)(20) and 18
U.S.C. § 921 (a)(33)(B)(ii).

II. Title 18 U.S.C. § 924(c)(1) - Use or Carrying of Firearm
during a Federal Crime of Violence or Federal Drug
Trafficking Crime

A. Introduction

Title 18 U.S.C. 8§ 924(c)(1) provides enhanced mandatory
penalties for any person who possesses, brandishes or
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discharges a firearm during the commission of a federal crime
of violence or federal drug trafficking crime. The term
obrandi shé means to display th

penalties is not eligible for parole, probation or a suspended
sentence. Further, the law requires that the enhanced penalty
run consecutively to the term of imprisonment imposed for the
crime of violence or drug trafficking crime.

B. Definitio ns
1. OFeder al Crime of Vi o
The term ofeder al crime of

a federal offense that is a felony and 0

(A) has as an element the use, attempted use, or
threaten ed use of physical force against the person
or property of another, or

(B) that by its nature, involves a substantial risk
that physical force against the person or property of
another may be used in the course of committing
the offense.

e weapon
the weapon known. Any person subject to these enhanced

| encebo

vi ol encebo

2. OFederuag TDrafficking Cri meo

The term ofeder al drug trafficki

felony punishable under the Controlled Substances Act (21
U.S.C. § 801 et seq.), the Controlled Substances Import and
Export Act (21 U .S.C. 8§ 951 et seq.), or the Maritime Drug Law

Enforcement Act (46 U.S.C. App.

broad definition.

C. Enhanced Penalties

1. Firearm Possessed

If the firearm is possessed during the commission of a
crime of violence or a drug trafficking crime, the mandatory
penalty is imprisonment for not less than five years.
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2. Firearm Brandished

If the firearm is b randished during the commission of a
crime of violence or drug trafficking crime, the mandatory
penalty is imprisonment for not less than seven years.

3. Firearm Discharged
If the firearm is discharged during the commission of a
crime of violence or drug trafficking crime, the mandatory

penalty is imprisonment for not less than 10 years.

V. 18 U.S.C. § 930 - Possession of Firearms and
Dangerous Weapons in Federal Facilities

't i s unl awful to knowingly bring or
weapono6d into a ofederal facility. o Th
defined broadly to include any building (or parts of buildings)
owned or leased by the federal government where federal

employees are regularly present for performing their duties.

The term o0dangerous weapono6 is also
includes any weapon or substance capable of causing death or
serious bodily injury. A knife with a blade length of 2 %% inches
or longer is a dangerous weapon.

State, local and federal law enforcement officers are
exempt from this law while performing their official duties.
However, this does not give you an automatic right to carry

weapons into federal facilities. For example , most federal courts
require you to check your weapons and not bring them into the
court.

V. Weapons listed in 18 U.S.C. § 922(a)(4) which require
registration with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives [OATFO or 0B

A. Introduction

Certain weapons are under strict scrutiny. Some weapons
must be registered with ATF in order to possess legally. Title 26
141
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U.S.C. 8§ 5861 prohibits possession of su ch unregistered
weapons. These weapons include short  -barrel shotguns, short -
barrel rifles, machine guns, silencers/mufflers and destructive
devices.

B. Procedure

If you encounter or reasonably suspect that a weapon
must be registered, the following procedures are recommended:

1. Determine if Registration Required

Determine whether the weapon is required to be
registered by examining the weapon or measuring the weapon.

2. Determine if Weapon Is Registered

If registration is required, determine if the weapon is
properly registered to the current possessor of the weapon.

C. Weapons Requiring Registration (18 U.S.C. § 5845)

1. Short-Barrel Shotgun or Weapon Made From a
Shotgun

Any short -barrel shotgun or weapon made from a
shotgun must be registered if the barrel of the weapon is | ess
than 18 inches in length and/or the overall length of the
weapon is less than 26 inches. To check the weapon for
compliance of overall length requirements, measure the weapon
from the tip of the muzzle to a point perpendicular to the end of
the stock o fthe weapon.

2. Short-Barrel Rifle or Weapon Made From a
Rifle

Any short -barrel rifle or weapon made from a rifle must
be registered if the barrel of the weapon is less than 16 inches
in length and/or the overal | length of the weapon is less than
26 inches. Again, to check the weapon for compliance of overall
length requirements, measure the weapon from the tip of the
14z
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muzzle to a point perpendicular to the end of the stock of the
weapon.

3. Machine Gun

All machine guns must be registered. A machine gun is
any weapon which shoots, is designed to shoot, or can be
readily restored to shoot, automatically more than one shot,
without manual reloading, by a single pull of the trig ger. This
term includes the frame or receiver of any such weapon, any
combination of parts from which a machine gun can be
assembled, and parts which convert an ordinary firearm into a
machine gun. Generally, there are two types of machine guns
encounter ed by law enforcement officers:  Originally
manufactured machine guns and those converted from
semiautomatic weapons.

4. Silencer/Muffler

Any device for silencing, muffling, or diminishing the
explosion noise of a firearm must be registered.

5. Destructive Device

All destructive devices must be registered. The term
destructive device means any explosive, incendiary, or poison
gas, bomb, grenade, rocket (with more than 4 0z. of propellant),
missile (with more than .25 oz. of explosive), mine, or similar
device. The term also includes any type of weapon (regardless
of name) which will, or which may be readily converted to, expel
a projectile by the action of an explosive o r other propellant, the
barrel or barrels of which have a bore of more than % inch in
diameter, except a shotgun or shotgun shell which is generally
recognized as particularly suitable for sporting purposes.
Common examples of destructive devices include: rocket
launchers, mortars, land mines, and hand grenades.
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VI.  Tracing a Firearm through the National Tracing
Center, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives

A. Introduction

The ATF National Tracing Center handles about 250,000
firearm trace requests annually. Tracing a firearm may assist
your investigation in any number of ways. The main reason
you trace firearms is to link weapons used criminally to a
specific person. Additionally, the trace may assist in
identifying: (1) stolen property; (2) associates of suspects; and
(3) sources and suppliers of firearms for criminal suspects.

Finally, tracing firearms helps to prov
between the firearm and interstate commerce -- a connection
that must be proved for some federal firearms violations.
B. What Information is Required to Trace a Firearm?
In order to trace a firearm, the following information must
be provided to ATF.
o Make: For example, a o0Colt, Tawurus,
o Model: For exampl e, a ODetective Spe
26. 0
o Caliber/Gauge: For example, o0.38 Cal ber
o Serial Number: For exampl e, 033419.
C. Information Gained from Su ___ ccessful Trace

Tracing the weapon should reveal the following information: the
manufacturer, the exporter/importer if the weapon is foreign -
made, the wholesale distributor, the retail gun dealer and the

first lawf ul retail purchaser from the dealer. A weapons trace
will not reveal transfers of weapons between private individuals.

There is no national database for recording weapon transfers
between individuals.
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Introduction

Due to pervasive substance abuse in our society, it is
imperative that law enforcement officers have a working
knowledge of controlled substance offenses. At various times
during their ca reers, law enforcement officers, regardless of
agency assignment, are likely to encounter a variety of
controlled substance offenses.

. Controlled Substances

Unlawful and knowing possession and pos session with
the intent to distribute (transfer) c ontrolled substances are
criminal offenses. These substances would be legal to possess
and di stribute, but for t he statutes
Alcohol and tobacco are not listed as controlled substance S.

A. Defined

A controlled substance is defined by federal statute as a
odrug or other substanceéd identified
and V of Part B of [21 U.S.C. § 812] . Schedule | substances are
considered the most dangerous, as they have little or no
currently accepted medical use and have a very high potential
for abuse. The remaining schedules list drugs based on their
accepted medical use and their potential for abuse. The
schedules list drugs by their scientific names. T hey also list
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finished drugs like cocaine, and the raw material, such as coca
leaves, from which it is created. Controlled substance analogs

are substances which have substantially similar chemical
structures to controlled substances. Analogs are crimina lized,
as are immediate precursor chemicals necessary to create the
drugs. When charging these offenses, the controlled substance
must be listed in one of the five schedules and must be proven
beyond a reasonable doubit.

B. Possession

Pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 844 1, it is ounl awf ul
person knowingly or intentionally to possess a controlled
substanceéd unless such substance
a medical practitioner pursuant to a valid prescription or as
otherwise authorized by law. Thus, a person with a valid
prescription from his physician or who has received a controlled
substance from his physician for use in treating an ailment
would be in lawful possession of the  controlled substance. If an
officer takes possession of controlled substance during a search
incident to arrest, the possession of the controlled substance
would be lawful. If however, instead of turning the controlled
substance in as evidence, the officer keeps it and takes it home
for personal use, the officer would unlawfully possess the
controlled substance. Unlawful, knowing possession of a
controlled substance are elements of this offense. Knowingly
means that a person realiz es what he is doing and is aware of
the nature of the conduct and does not act through ignorance,

mi st ake, or accident. A personds

be used to determine if they acted

at the scene of a controlled su bstance offense is not, by itself,
sufficient evidence to convict a defendant. However, if a suspect

has a suspicion a crime was being committed and shut his eyes

for fear of what he may learn, a jury may conclude the
defendant had sufficient knowledge to establish criminal
culpability. 1 t is the | aw enforcement
develop facts to prove all the elements of the offense.

! This statute can be found in its entirety in the companion book, Legal

for

was 0]

w

of fi

ce

Division ReferenceBook , i n t he segment entitled 0Selected
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Possession is the ability to control the substance.
Knowing possession means that the person has knowledge of
the nature of the possessed substance. It is not necessary that
the person knows the exact nature of the substance (that it is
cocaine for example). It is sufficient the person knows it is
prohibited. Similarly, if the person believes the substance to be
cocaine when in fact it is heroin, the person has sufficient
knowledge it is prohibited. However, a person who possesses
cocaine, but actually believes it to be powdered sugar, does not
knowingly possess a controlled substance.

Possession of a controlle d substance can be actual or
constr uctive . Actual possession occurs when the substance is
physically controlled by the person (in their hand for example).
Constructive possession occurs when the person is not in
actual physical contac t with the substance, but has the power
and intention to exercise direction and control over it. If the
controlled substance is in the trunk of their car, on their
dresser, or in their desk drawer, they have constructive
possession. Joint possession occu rs when more than one
person possesses the same controlled substance. For example,
if two people knowingly transport cocaine, a controlled
substance, in the trunk of a car, they jointly possess the
cocaine through constructive possession.

Any amount of a controlled substance can support a
conviction for a properly charged offense. A trace amount of
cocaine, a marijuana seed, residue on a roach clip, or a dried
solution on a syringe is all that is needed to support a
conviction when the offense is properl y charged. The amount
and type of the controlled substance to include the statutes
used to charge the offense will have a direct impact on the
sentence, but not the conviction itself.

C. Distribution

Title 21 U.S.C. 8 841(a) 2 makes it unlawful for any person

to unlawfully, knowi ngly or i nt emanufaoturea | | vy : 0

2 This statute can be found in its entirety in the companion book, Legal

Division ReferenceBook , i n t he segment entitled 0Selected
147
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distribute, or dispense, or possess with intent to manufacture,

di stribute, or di spense, a controll ed
with intent to  manufacture, distribute, or dispense is usually

proved through circumstantial evidence. Words, acts,

omissions, packaging materials, method of packaging, scales,

guantity, value, purity, presence of cash, distribution

paraphernalia and transportation arrangements can all be used

to circumstantially prove possession wi th intent to distribute.

No commercial transaction (exchange of drugs for money) is

required. All that is necessary is evidence to support the

unlawful,  knowing distribution (transfer) or possession with

intent to distribute (transfer) the controlled sub stance. It is the

| aw enforcement officerds responsibilit
elements of the offense.

D. Penalties and Charging

Penalties are dependent upon the amount and type of
drug (which schedule is affected) and how the offense is
charged. Distributing controlled substances within 1,000 feet
of a sch ool or playground, or at  a publ ic transportation highway
rest stop or truck stop, o r by usin g or employing a minor, are
chargeable offenses with enhanced punishments. Attempts,
conspiracies (no overt act is required for a drug conspiracy o}
only the agreem ent is required), and importation are other
examples of ways in which controlled substances can be
charged and penalized. Furthermore, possession of drug
making equipment, using a communication facility (phone/cell
phone) in facilitating a controlled subs tance offense,
endangering human life while manufacturing a controlled
substance, distributing controlled substances to persons under
21 years of age or to anyone that is pregnant, or employing
persons under the age 21 in drug operations are other offenses
that may be charged. Si mple possession o ouser
a misdemeanor offense. Offenses ca n result in criminal
forfeitures and civil penalties as well.
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Introduction and Overview

Entrapment is the act of government officers or their
agents (e.g., informants) inducing a person to commit a crime
not contemplated by that person, for the purpose of prosecuting
that individual. It is the conception and planning of an offense
by officers or their agents and their procurement of its
commission by one who would not have perpetrated it except for
the tri ckery, persuasion or fraud of the officer/agent.
Government agents may not originate a criminal design,
i mplant in an innocent personds mind th
the criminal act, and then induce commission of the crime so
that the government may pro  secute.

Entrapment occurs only when the criminal conduct was
the product of the activity of government officials. This
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means that entrapment cannot result from the inducements of
a purely private citizen, but must be the product of government
conduct ini tiated by its officers or their agents.

Il. Overview of How the Entrapment Defense Works

Entrapment is an affirmative defense. The evidence must

establish sufficient facts from which a reasonable jury could
find entrapment . This is typically don
case-in-chief  through the cross -examination of the
governmentds witnesses. It can also b

case if one is presented. The question of entrapment is one for
the jury to decide unless the right to jury trial is waived and the
case is submitted to the judge.

The critical factor in the entrapment defense is the state
of mi nd of t he defendant . At I ssue
predisposition to commit the offense charged . The question is
whether the defendant, before contact with law enforcement
officers or their agents, already possessed the state of mind to
commit the offense charged. Once the defendant has raised

the entrapment defense, the government must negate it by

establishing predisposition beyond a reasonable doubt. If

defendant ds predisposition i s establ
entrapment.

II. Analysis of the Entrapment Defense

A valid entrapment defen  se consists of two components:

o Government inducement of the crime, and
o Lack of predisposition by the defendant to commit
the crime.
A. Government Inducement
Entrapment occurs when the criminal activity is in duced
by government officers or agents. Inducement by law

enforcement officers may take many forms including
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persuasion, fraudulent representations, threats, coercive
tactics, harassment, promises of reward, or pleas based upon
need, sympathy, or friendsh ip.

1. Permitted inducements

Some inducements are unlikely to tempt a law -abiding
person to commit a crime. Some inducements are so innocuous
that courts generally condone their use. Examples include: use
of decoys ( 6r @ theooys (rdetakear Styrofoam) used to
entice poachers), payments of reasonable amounts of money,
assistance in facilitating the commission of the crime by
providing equipment or supplies (e.g., paper for counterfeiting
or chemicals for drug manufacture).

2. Prohibited inducements

Some inducements are so coercive that their use
jeopardizes any chance of successful prosecution. These may
create the appearance, and sometimes the reality, of outright
duress. Examples are:

o threats againstthewell -bei ng of the targetds

o extreme appeals to the sympathy or emotions of the
person solicited

o offers of unreasonable amounts of money to an
impoverished or financially desperate target

o continu ous pressure such as repeated phone calls,
visits or requests; repeated insistence, badgering

° violent demonstrations or threats.

In some cases, government conduct can be so outrageous that
due process principles will absolutely bar the government from
obtaining a conviction. To establish outrageous government
conduct, there must be over -involvement by the government
combined with a passive role by the defendant. In other words,
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the government conduct must be so outrageous that it shocks

the universal se nse of justice and fundamentals principles of

fair play. For example, when the government supplies a
defendant with counterfeit currency and then indicts him for
receiving counterfeit currency with the intent to pass it as
genuine, the gov eviclamednepéosessact i on

B. Predisposition

Predisposition does not mean that the defendant on his
own, under some conceivable set of circumstances , might
commit the crime. Predisposition means that the defend ant is
presently ready and willing to commit the crime. Predisposition
is a state of mind that readily responds to the opportunity
furnished by the government or its agent to commit the offense.

Predisposition can be shown in many ways such as:

o statemen ts made by the defendant before, during,
and even after the inducement

o character and reputation

o motive for committing the crime

o eagerness or ready acceptance of
suggestion

o possession of contraband for sale on his premises

o prior conv ictions or criminal activity of the same or
similar nature evidencing intent, motive or
knowledge

o acceptance of an offer to supply the last essential

ingredient to manufacture drugs.
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C. Examples of Fact Situations Establishing
Predisposition

1. An Existing Course of Similar Conduct

The defendants have been selling cocaine for some time
when an undercover agent makes a purchase from them. Th e
criminal intent or design did not originate from the government.

2. Previously Formed Intent
The defendant had purchased paper and ink and was
trying to get a counterfeit operation underway when governmen t
agents heard of her intent and provided additional materials
and expertise. The criminal intent in this instance was not the
creation of the government.

3. A Ready Response to a Criminal Offer

An undercover agent asks a bootl egge

bottl e?d The bootl egger promptly repli.i
obviously not necessary for t he agent
persuadedé the bootlegger, who was <c¢l ear

commit the crime as soon as an opportunity arose.

D. Examples of Fact Situations Suqggesting NO
Predisposition

1. Extreme Appeals to Emotion

An undercover govern ment agent approaches a nurse in a

hospital and asks for a prescription pain -killing drug. The
nurse is reluctant to provide it. The agent persists, telling the
nurse that his daughter is dying of can

see his daughter suffer. Af ter numerous requests, the nurse
finally relents and provides a small amount of the drug.
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2. Threats

A government informant advises a government agent that
Bob might be interested in drug smuggling. The informant then
kidnaps Bobds wife and tells Bob he had
of cocaine for the informant to sell or the informant will kill his
wife. Bob agrees to smuggle the cocaine.

3. Excessive Amounts of Money

An ATF agent knows that a middle class businessman is
having serious money problems. The agent offers the
businessman $75 million to smuggle some illegal weapons into
the country. After a few requests, the businessman agrees to
smuggle the weapons.

V. Concl usion

Whenever you induce a person to commit a crime, you
should be prepared to refute an entrapment defense with facts
t hat demonstrate the defendantds predi
reports detailing statements and actions o f the defendant can
greatly enhance the governmentos abilit
Be aware however, the Supreme Court has clearly indicated
that outrageous government conduct, which orchestrates a
criminal offense, can be as a matter of law, an absolute bar to a
prosecution even if the defendant is predisposed. Thus, proper
investigation planning, to include monitoring and controlling
informants to ensure even  -handed treatment, is essential.
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Elements

In order to successfully prosecute a defendant for
violating 18 U.S.C. § 1001 1, the following elemen ts must be
met:

. The defendant

o regarding certain federal matters

o knowingly and willfully

o made a false material statement, or

o concealed or covered up a material fact, or

o made or used a document containing a false

material statement.

A. Reqgarding Cert ain Federal Matters

Section 1001 applies to false statements made in a matter
within the criminal jurisdiction of the executive, legislative, or

judicial branches. False material statements include
1 This statute can be found in its entirety in the companion book, Legal
Division Reference Book,inthe segment entitleden®&le! tcatedt &s .
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statements and documents, made or used, that contain
material false statements or those which cover up or conceal
material facts. The statute applies to statements made during
administrative, civil, or criminal investigations, or during
regulatory or rule -making activities, with the following
limitations:

1. Judicial Proceedings

Section (a) of the Act does not apply to a party or that
partyds counsel for any statement s, rep
documents su bmitted by them to a judge or magistrate during a
judicial proceeding. Thus, non  -parties could be prosecuted for
any false statements made during a judicial proceeding, while a
party could only be prosecuted for false submissions made to a
judicial entity  during administrative housekeeping matters.
Such entities include, for example, the Office of Probation and
the Clerk of the Court.

2. Legislative Branch Matters

Section (a) of the Act applies to matter s within the
jurisdiction of the legislative branch only if they relate to
administrative  matters or Congressional investigations
conducted consistent with applicable Congressional rules.
Administrative matters include such things as financial
disclosure filings, claims for payment made to the House
Finance Office, and submissions to legislative entities, such as
the General Accounting Office, the Government Printing Office,
the Library of Congress, the Office of the Inspector General of
the House, and the  Capitol Police.

Duly authorized investigations or reviews are those that
are initiated through a formal action of a House or Senate
committee, or the whole House or Senate. Inquiries by
members of Congress or their staff are not a duly authorized
invest igation under § 1001.

The statute covers material false statements made to a
federal agency by a witness/informant about alleged criminal
acts within the jurisdiction of the agency, even when no such
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criminal acts actually occurred. False material statem ents
made to an agency regarding the regulatory functions of a
federal department or agency fall under § 1001. Courts have
upheld convictions under this section where individuals have

made false material statements to state agencies which are
recipients o f federal funds.

B. Knowingly and Willfully - Intent

To constitute a 8§ 1001 violation , a false material
statement must be capable of affecting the exercise of a
government function. The intent must be to deceive or mislead.
Intent to defraud is not required for a successful § 1001
prosecution.

C. Makes a False Material Statement or Conceals or

Covers Up a Material Fact

For a person to be convicted of making a false statement

under 8 1001, the false statement must be material. The
Supreme Court has held that a material statement ... must have
a natural tendency to influence, or be capable of influencin g,

the decision of the decision making body to which it was
addressed. Materiality is a mixed question of law and fact for
the jury.

A false material statement, under § 1001, is not required
to be made under oath or affirmation. The false material
state ment can be oral (a statement made during an interview) or
can be written (part of a document submitted to an agency).
False material statements made on federal tax documents, in
interviews related to a tax investigation, on an application for
federal em ployment, and during an interview with a Customs
official at a secondary inspection site are violations of § 1001.

At one ti me, some <circuits hel d that
statements made by a suspect to agents in a criminal
investigation did not viola t e A 1001. An oexcul pat

statement is a statement in which a suspect merely denies that
he is guilty of the crime which he committed. However, the

157

False Statements



Supreme Court has now ruled that § 1001 covers any false
material statement, of whatever kind, includ ing the use of the
wor d onobod i n response to a question.
statement must be material to the investigation. Title 18 U.S.C.

8 1001 does not require a suspect to talk to law enforcement. A
suspect has a constitutional right to remain sile nt. However, if
the suspect chooses to speak, the suspect has no constitutional

right to lie to a federal law enforcement officer.
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Introduction

Title 18 U.S.C. § 641 1, titled oPuWPhpertycor Money,
Re c o r s camprehensive statute designed to address four
crimes which, at common law, were separate and distinct

offenses. The statute applies to theft, embezzlement, t
conversion, and theft by receiving stolen property of the United
States government or any department or agency thereof.

Terms of the Statute

For purposes of the statut eferend

heft

to any records, vouchers, money, or things of value of (or any
property made or being made under contract for) the United
States or any department or agency thereof. If the value of the

1

This statute can  be found in its entirety in the companion

Division Reference Book,inthe segment entitl ed

by

book, Legal

0Selected
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property stolen, embezzled, converted, or received is more than
$1,000, the offense is a felony and could result in ten years
confinement and a maximum fine of $250,000. If the value of

the property stolen, embezzled , converted, or received is $1,000
or less, the offense is a misdemeanor and could result in
confinement of up to one year and, pursuant to 18 US.C. §
3571, a maximum fine of $100,000. To allege a felony, the
value of the property must be in excess of $1,000. The value of

the property taken must be alleged in the charging document

and proved beyond a reasonable doubt at trial.

[I. Theft

Section 641 codifies the common law crime of larceny.
0Thefto is defined as tdareyingnawayrofg f ul t aki
property belonging to the United States government or any
agency thereof with the intent to deprive the United States
government of the use or benefit of the property so taken.

A. Elements

Three elements m ust be proven to convict a defendant of

Otheftod under A 641. These el ements ar
o That the defendant voluntarily, intentionally, and
knowingly
o Stole property belonging to the United States or any

department or agency thereof

o With the intent to deprive t  he United States of the
use or benefit of the property so taken.

B. Example

A defendant takes a vehicle that belongs to the United
States government, intending to keep it for his own use and
enjoyment. The defendant is gu ilty of theft of government
property. He knowingly stole property belonging to the United
States with the intent to deprive the United States of the use of
the property.
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A defendant 0 s t e arbperty when he or she takes and
carries away property belonging to another with the intent to
deprive the owner of the property. To successfully prosecute a
defendant f or theft under § 641, the government must prove
that the defendant had, at the time of the taking, the specific
intent to deprive the United States of the use or benefit of
government property or property made or being made under
contract for the United St  ates. The defendant is not required to
know that the item he stole belonged to the United States or one
of its departments or agencies. Rather, all that needs to be
proven is that the defendant knew he was taking something
that did not belong to him. Th e fact that the item belonged to
the United States government is something the government
must establish in order to furnish a basis for federal jurisdiction

over the cri me. The defendantds knowl e
fact is irrelevant. In order to prove that an item belongs to the
United States, the government must pr ov
possession of, or control over 6 that it
the property believing that it was abandone d, that is a defense

to a prosecution brought under 8§ 641. In cases where the crime
is alleged to have been a felony, the government must prove one
additional element: that the value of the item stolen is greater
than $1,000.

V. Embezzlement

0 Emb e z z | eigndefinedéas the wrongful, intentional
taking of property of another by an individual to whom the
property had been lawfully given by reason of some office,
employment, or position of trust (such as a bank manager). In
other words, the original taking of the property is lawful or done
with the express or implied consent o  f the owner. However,
once the property is lawfully acquired by reason of the
defendant 0s position of trust (somet.i
ofiduciaryo6 relationship), t he defendar
property with the intent of depriving the United State s of the
use or benefit of the property.
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A. Elements

In order to prove the crime of embezzlement, the
government must again prove three elements. With the
exception of the second element, the elements of embezzlement
are the same as those for theft. These elements are:

. That the defendant voluntarily, intentionally, and
knowingly
o Embezzled property belonging to the United States

or any department or agency thereof

o With the intent to deprive the United States of the
use or benefit of the property so taken.

B. Example

A federal postal employee is responsible for selling stamps
to the public. Instead of depositing the money received into a
government account, the employee keeps the mone y for his
personal use. The employee has committed the crime of
embezzlement. The money was property of the United States;
the employee was entrusted with the money legally; he deprived
the United States of the use of the money taken; and
intentionally ap propriated the money to his own personal use.

While the elements are virtually identical for both crimes,
embezzlement and theft are separate and distinct offenses.
With the crime of embezzlement, the original acquisition of the
property is lawful; there  is no fraud or crime committed in the
original obtaining of the property. It is only after the property
has been entrusted to him or her that the defendant forms the
intent to deprive the owner of the use of the property taken.
This is the primary diffe  rence between embezzlement and theft
of government property. In embezzlement, the original taking
was lawful or with the consent of the owner, and the intent to
deprive the United States of the property originated later. In
theft, the intent to deprive t he United States of the property
must exist at the time of the taking. Again, if the crime is
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alleged to have been a felony, the government must also prove
that the value of the property embezzled was over $1,000.

V. Theft by Conversion

0 Co n v e risdefmed@s wrongfully depriving the United
States or any department or agency thereo f of its property. In
i ts mo st basic form, oconversionbo S i
individual lawfully comes into possession of United States
property and wrongfully converts it to his or her own use.
Theft by conversion does not require that the defendant in tend
to keep the property permanently, nor does it require an
unlawful taking by the defendant. Under 8§ 641, theft by
conversion may include misuse or abuse of government
property, as well as use of the property in an unauthorized
manner or to an unauthor ized extent.

A. Elements

Like theft and embezzlement, there are three elements
necessary to convict a defendant of theft by conversion under §
641. Again, with the exception of the second element, the
elements of conversi on are identical to those of theft and
embezzlement. These elements are:

o That the defendant voluntarily, intentionally, and
knowingly;

o Converted property belonging to the United States
or any department or agency thereof;

o With the intent to deprive the United States of the
use or benefit of the property so taken.

B. Example

A federal agency has a government vehicle for its
employees to use for official purposes. At lunch one afternoon,
one of the employees uses the gov ernment vehicle to go
shopping for a couple of hours at a local mall. The employee is
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guilty of conversion under § 641. The employee wrongfully
deprived the United States government of its property during
the unauthorized use of the government vehicle.

VI.  Theft by Receipt of Stolen Property

The statute also prohibits knowingly receiving stolen,
embezzled, or converted United States government property.
Because the individual receiving the stolen property knows that
it has been stolen, he or she does not have any legal interest in
the property, which co ntinues to belong to the party from which
it was stolen (i.e., the United States).

A. Elements

In order to convict a defendant of theft by receiving stolen
property, the government must prove these four elements:

o That the defendant voluntarily, intentionally, and
knowingly received

o Stolen, embezzled, or converted property belonging
to the United States government or any department
or agency thereof

o Knowing that the property had been stolen,
embezzled, or converted

. With the intent to deprive the United States of the
use or benefit of the property.

B. Example

A federal employee steals a computer belonging to the
United States government. The employee takes it to a friend
and asks him if h e would like to buy it at a discount. When
asked about the origin of the computer, the employee admits to
the friend that it was stolen. The friend decides to purchase the
computer anyway for his own use. While the federal employee
is responsible for th eft of government property, the friend is
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responsible for theft by receiving stolen property. The friend
knowingly received the computer; the computer had been stolen
from the United States government or any agency or
department thereof; the friend had kn owledge that the
computer had been stolen; and the friend received the property

with the intent to deprive the United States of the use of the
property by converting it to his own use.

As with theft, a defendant accused of theft by receiving
stolen proper ty under 8 641 need not have knowledge that the
stolen property belonged to the United States government or
any agency or department thereof, although he does need to
know that the property was stolen , embezzled or converted.
Knowledge of who actually owned the property is a
jurisdictional issue, not an element of the offense. If the value
of the property is over $1,000, the crime is a felony.
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Introduction
The concept of of ederal i smo
Constitution - independen t states relinquishing certain of their
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rights, while maintaining others to form a more workable union

-hel ped create the worl dds greatest den
significant challenges. In the realm of law enforcement, issues

arose regarding how to pr event and prosecute crimes spanning

more than one state. When con artists used the malil,

transported by pony express, to defraud victims in distant

states, which stateds | aw did they viol
properly prosecuted once apprehended? If pe  rsonal items

stolen in one state were transported across boundaries for sale

in another state, which sovereignds | aw
officials were responsible for the investigation, arrest and

prosecution of the thieves? As a result, early in ou r history, a
suspectods flight across state I|lines for
crimes was the most effective means of eluding capture and

conviction.

As t he nationds borders expanded a
grew, Congress recognized the increasing need to comba t these
interstate crimes and responded by enacting legislation based
primarily on its authority under Article I, Section 8 of the
Constitution to regulate commerce among the several States.
Consequently, federal investigators and prosecutors now have a
vast array of federal statutes to combat crimes that cross state
lines by employing means of interstate transportation and
communication. In the fraud area, those statutes include 18
U.S.C. § 1343, Fraud by Wire, Radio, or Television (more
commonly referre d to as the Wire Fraud Statute), and 18 U.S.C.
§ 2314, Transportation of Stolen Goods, Securities, Moneys,
Fraudulent State Tax Stamps, or Articles Used in Counterfeiting
(more commonly known as the Interstate Transport of Stolen
Property or 0rnesk 8l$ddopked to it€ €angfitutional
authority to establish post offices and post roads to enact 18
U.S.C. 8 1341, Frauds and Swindles (the Mail Fraud Statute).
Together, these three statutes constitute the federal
governmentdés pri mary uang &rgud sckemasn pr osec
touching interstate commerce or using the mails.
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. Mail Fraud -18U.S.C.§1341 1

A. The Elements

The statute requires proof of the following elements:

o Any person who

o Intentionally

o Devises a fraudulent scheme and

o Uses or causes the mails to be used (postal service

or private/commercial interstate ca rrier)
o In furtherance or in support of the scheme

B. Definition of Fraud

Fraud is the intentional presentation of falsehoods as
truth with the goal of causing someone to part with something
of value under fals e pretenses. The words ot
commonly refer to wronging one in his property rights by
dishonest methods or schemes, and usually signify deprivation
of something of value by trick, deceit, chicane or overreaching.

C. Application of the Mail Fraud Statute

1. In General

Several essential features of the mail fraud statute are
worthy of mention. First, each use of the mail or an interstate
carrier (such as United Parcel Service or Federal Express) in
furtherance of a fraud scheme constitutes a chargeable count of
mail fraud. A simple example would be a defendant who used
the mail to order goods for which he had no intention of paying.
His mailing of the  order form would be chargeable as one count

! This statute can be found in its entirety in the companion book, Legal
Division Ref erence Book,inthe segment entitled 0Selected Feder
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of mail fraud and the mailing of the goods he ordered by the
victimized vendor would constitute a second count of mail fraud
under § 1341. Itiswell -established that the defendant need not
intend, nor even kno w, that the mail was or will be used. In
fact, he or she may take deliberate actions to avoid using the
mail and still violate the statute. It is sufficient that the use of

the mail was reasonably foreseeable. Thus, a defendant who
hand -delivers his frau dulent claim for insurance proceeds can
be still be prosecuted under the mail fraud statute if his
insurance agent then sends the claim by mail to the home office

for processing. Though the defendant sought to avoid the mail,

the mailing of his claim by t he agent was reasonably
foreseeable. In addition, a defendant can be charged with a
mailing which he or she did not personally place in the mail and
which does not itself contain any false representations. It is
sufficient that the defendant caused the m ail to be used and
that the mailing was in furtherance of the scheme. Finally,
unlike the Wire Fraud statute (8 1343) discussed below, the
mailings charged in a mail fraud prosecution can be intrastate
(solely with in one state) as long as the U.S. Mail o r an
interstate carrier i's used. Thus, a vi
Manhattan to the defendant in Brooklyn, N.Y., can be charged

as a mail fraud count.

2. oln Furtherance of t he Schemebd

A mailing is chargeable under the mail fraud statute if it
is made in furtherance of the scheme to defraud. To meet this
requirement, a use of the mail or an interstate carrier does not
need to be an Oessential 6 part of the
incident to an esse ntial part of the scheme or a step in the plot.
Mailings made after the fraudulent scheme has reached fruition
are not chargeable. Thus, where the defendant used a stolen
credit card to purchase products and services, the invoices
mailed to the authorized holder of the credit card seeking
payment for these items and checks mailed in payment of the
invoices by the victim occurred after the fraud was completed,
and cannot be charged as mail fraud counts. However, the
courts have distinguished between mailin gs after the
completion of the fraud, which are not chargeable under
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A 1341, and olulling |l etters. o Lul | i
designed to lull the victims into a false sense of security,
postpone their ultimate complaint to the authorities, a nd
therefore make the apprehension of the defendants less likely

than if no mailings had taken place. As an example, if an
investment adviser sold bogus stocks to his clients and
converted their funds to his own use, he could still be charged

with subsequ ent mailings of false statements which indicated
their accounts had risen in value. Though these mailings are

made after the victims have already lost their money, they
effectively deceive the investors as to the true condition of their
accounts, and allo w the scheme to go undetected. The ability to
charge lulling letters as mail fraud counts enables prosecutors

to indict cases which otherwise would have been precluded by

the expiration of the five -year statute of limitations.

D. A Sampler of Common Sche mes

Fraud schemes come in all shapes and sizes, limited only
by the perpetratorodés <creativity. The
fraud statute is its easy adaptability to any type of scheme in
which the defen dant has obtained something of value by
oconningd6 his or her wvictim. Descri be
o0garden varietybo schemes t hat have
prosecuted utilizing the mail fraud statute. The investigator
should keep in mind, however, that th ese are only a sampling of
the many schemes to which the mail fraud statute can be
applied.

1. Bribes and Kickbacks & Public Corruption
Where a public official solicits or receives a kickbac kin
exchange for official action benefiting certain persons or groups,
the government may prosecute that public official for mail fraud
if the mails were used in furtherance of the scheme.

2. Bribes and Kickbacks @ Private Corruption

In mail fraud cases involving misuse of corporate
positions by executives seeking private gain, the scheme to
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defraud must involve bribery or kickbacks that deprive the
corporation or its shareholders of honest services. Any mailing
to execute the bribery or kickback scheme constitutes mail
fraud.

3. Fraud Against Consumers

A business is allowed to opuffdé or e
its product, but is not perm itted to fabricate non -existent
gualities; nor may a business offer an item and fail to deliver it
or substitute another of materially different quality or
characteristics. Any mailing which assists in the execution or
completion of such a scheme is charg eable as mail fraud.
Examples include odometer roll -back schemes (the mailing
occurs when the false odometer certification is sent in to the
state); telemarketing fraud (the mailing occurs when the victims
send the money to obtain the non  -existent product ); and
sweepstakes that require people to send money to win or receive
their prize.

4, Fraud Against Business

Anyone who files a false claim with a business by using
the mail violates the mail fraud statute. Such schemes include
false claims for insurance benefits, bad faith refusals to pay for
rendered goods and services, sales of supplies and equipment of
inferior quality or not conforming to agreed -upon specifications,
and false applications for financing.

5. Fraud Against Government

Anyone who files a false claim with the federal, state or
local government by using the mail violates the mail fraud
statute. Examples include state or local tax fraud, false cl aims
for Veterans Administration, social security, workers
compensation and other government benefits; false education
certifications; or false college loan applications.

6. Private Fraud

Any person who commits a frau  d against another person
and either uses the mail or causes the mail to be used in
17z
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furtherance of the scheme has committed mail fraud. For
example, a defendant who married a recently -widowed person
and used the mail in furtherance of a scheme to deplete t he
assets left to that person by the deceased spouse has violated

the mail fraud statute.

. Wire Fraud - 18 U.S.C. 81343 2

A. The Elements

The statute requires proof of the following elements:

Any person who

o Intentionally

o Devises a fraudulent scheme and

o Uses or causes an interstate wire transmission to
be used

o In fur therance or in support of the scheme

B. Application of the Wire Fraud Statute

The wire fraud statute prohibits the telephone, television,
telegraph, and more recently, the internet, from being used in
interstate commerce to promote a fraud scheme. In applying
8 1343, the courts have stated consistently that its elements are
the same as those of the mail fraud statute. Thus, just as in
mail fraud cases, wire fraud involving misuse of corporate
positions by executives seeking private gain, the scheme to
defraud must involve bribery or kickbacks that deprive the
corporation or its shareholders of honest services.

The major differences between wire fraud and mail fraud
statutes are the nature of t he communication method . The wire

2 This statute can be found in its entirety in the companion book, Legal
Division Reference Book,inthe segment entitled 0Selected Feder
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fraud statute requires that the signal or wire transmission
forming the basis of the charge must cross state lines. Thus, a
telephone call placed by the defendant to his next -door neighbor
which is otherwise in furtherance of his fraud scheme will not
be chargeable under 8§ 1343 because it was not an interstate
call. However, that same call made to an out -of-state victim
would serve as an indictable wire fraud charge. However, a cell
phone call that connects through a tower in another state
would be sufficient to establish the interstate connection, even

if the phone call was made to a person living next door to the
person making the call.

As with the mail fraud statute, there is no requirement
under the wire fraud statut e for the defendant himself to place
the telephone call or send the 